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Agnes Grazi (30)

Saint Anthony

August 22, 1736

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
In the last post I received your letter, and since things are going as usual, it is not necessary to repeat the 
advice given. Avail yourself of what was already said, especially about continuing to cut off with great con-
stancy the imaginary happenings which the devil can use for his trickery. And have no fear. Do not trust your 
heart to your feelings and especially not to the locutions, which, for the most part, are not for the greater glory 
of God and are, for the most part, from your own spirit or from the devil.
On September 5, I will be on mission, if God wills that I stay healthy. As for myself, I think I should not speak 
any more beyond this time; and you do the same with me. It is sufficient that you know my deplorable miser-
ies increase without end and without relief. God be blessed. Do not speak of me except to recommend me to 
God and have others recommend me. I wrote a letter two or three posts ago to Sister Lilia, in which with great 
frankness, humility, and sincerity I let her see my poor soul at the feet of the cross, begged an alms of her, and 
revealed myself as a horrid, loathsome sewer running with corruption everywhere – I meant my imperfections 
– so that she might recommend me to God. But I have not had a reply. Thanks be to God. That will teach me 
at my expense to keep quiet and stay in my miseries without speaking. So you be the first one not to speak to 
me any more of my anguish nor to ask me about them. Write about your needs and nothing else.
While I am on the missions, do not write at all. But when I am back, give me an account of what comes to 
your memory. For the present, do not write. I am here for a short time. If there is need, write.
More and more I have the impression that you do not feel inspired to provide yourself with a spiritual director 
there in Viterbo, not even that philosopher-priest you told me about and of whom you have such a high regard 
and with whom you have corresponded. Believe me, I would be absolutely happy, for I also have thought of 
that in God, etc. You need to pray a lot about this so that God will provide for you. There is no need to take 
me into consideration, for who knows what will become of me. Now I am on missions again, and I am away.
Enough! In all I wish to do the Will of God, and I do not say that because I am unwilling to serve your soul and 
to wear myself out for you, but because I am very certain that I am unable to direct anyone, not even an ant.
When you write, I would wish you not to write on lines so close that I go blind trying to read.
Do not speak about the business with Sister Lilia, for I do not merit her letters. It is enough that she under-
stands my letter and the openness and simplicity with which I wrote to have her recommend me to God. If a 
good occasion arises, you can tell her that. I am under the impression that you are not going to conferences 
with Sister Lilia or with other women. That would not be good. God bless you.
At this post I have not received your letters. When you write, you can do as before.
Paul, Your Unworthy Servant


