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Agnes Grazi (29)

Saint Anthony

August 9, 1736

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.101

My Daughter in Christ,
Yesterday, I received your letter. I see things are going as usual; so from now on there is no point in writ-
ing so minutely about all your imaginations; they have no importance. They come, for the most part, from 
your weakness of mind and your too lively an imagination. For the present, it will be sufficient to write: my 
prayer goes as usual with elevations as before. Write briefly the results that occur.
However, when there are any sufficiently extraordinary happenings, such as locutions that are clear and 
strong for your heart or mind, etc., then report them in detail. Oh! how those souls please me who walk in 
pure faith, in which they abandon themselves into the hands of God!
Of what use are these imaginations of seeing Sister Lilia, or the other ones, or seeing crystal balls with rib-
bons, as you wrote me the last time? These are useless things, through which the devil plays stupid tricks. 
The evil one is in no hurry; he goes softly, softly to better deceive. About these visions, upliftings, and 
lights, the more frequently they occur, the more they are to be suspected. For now it is best, says a great 
saint, to refuse them always, to reject them with constancy, and not to trust them, especially with women 
where there is a livelier imagination. If you act this way, you will do well. If these things are from God, 
they will always have their effect; if they are from the devil, as is more likely, by rejecting them you free 
yourself from deception.
It is necessary to walk in good faith without alarming yourself and upsetting yourself. Do your part, then 
trust in God, and continue your prayer, but as much in faith as may be possible. The devil is trying to im-
personate Jesus, Mary, and the angels.
I have read a fearsome thing, and can say I read it more than once. Saint Francis de Sales tells of a deceived 
young woman to whom the devil appeared in the form of Jesus Christ, recited the Office with her, heard 
him chant most sweetly, and raised her to ecstacy. The devil communicated her with a bogus particle in a 
splendid cloud, and, when she went to bestow alms on the poor, he multiplied the bread, etc. I am cutting 
it short. She was found to be deceived and proud, and, when reproof came, she showed resentment and 
impatience. The evil source stood revealed.
Oh, my daughter! let us stand well on guard; let us not trust in ourselves. But be of good heart because I 
trust in God that he will not permit anything like that in you, for God has inspired me to protect you with a 
solid foundation by making you walk in humility and contempt of self. However, there can never be enough 
of that.
So be at peace and do not disturb yourself. I have no time to write more, for the messenger is ready to leave 
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for Orbetello. I have not received any letters except that from Rose, one in the previous delivery and the oth-
er now. God be blessed! Seal your letters carefully, and then God will inspire you how to take care of that. I 
do not want you to think any of your letters have been opened, but it is necessary to proceed cautiously, etc.
God knows how much it would please me if you were to confer with some spiritual director with regard to 
your soul.
We are close to the great feast. I have need of much prayer; God knows my condition. I had thought the 
Retreat would be completed for the Presentation, but who knows when it will be finished, despite the strong 
efforts expended and the alms collected elsewhere. But at this moment, alms are not to be found.
There is need for great light to manage such an operation. There is need for a great servant of God to take 
over. I find myself in a depth without a bottom, and I deserve no light because I am so unworthy that God 
does not grant it. Let all pray for me to Mary Most Holy that I reach a holy death and that, if it please God, 
let it be soon so that I not give greater impediment to the work of God.
With regard to what you have to say about bringing women together into our way of life, that calls for mir-
acles and very clear and high revelations from God. But what am I saying! You are asking for something 
beyond my comprehension! I fear this work cannot go forward at all. According to my signs, it seems it 
cannot succeed, at least while I am living – this is most likely.
Oh, if only God were to inspire me to abandon this Retreat, who knows how willingly I would do so! I 
willingly await death to render partial tribute to Divine Justice. On the day of the Assumption, I ask the 
favor of many prayers, beseeching the grace of doing the Divine Will and preparing for my coming death. 
God bless you.
You sanctify people too quickly   Speak of me only as of one condemned.
The unworthy priest,
Paul of the †

________________________________________________________________________
101.
“May the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ be always in our hearts.” This is the motto that speaks of the spirituality of Paul, the 
core of his spirituality and the goal of his preaching ministry, which was to meditate on and promote the memory of the love of 
God revealed in a preeminent way in the Passion and Death of Jesus.


