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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (6)

Saint Anthony

August 2, 1736

May the sweet Jesus live always in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
A short while ago I received your letter, dated July 8. I reply I would be happy to come to serve the sick 
nun you point out to me, if the air were not so dangerous. My confessor forbids me to come for fear of 
dying. Besides, this case does not require my person. There are more important considerations, such as the 
outcome of this Retreat, the missions, etc. In the past I never gave thought to a second opinion about setting 
out on journeys; but now I do need to accept counsel and obey. In your vicinity there are ministers of God so 
the sick nun can take care of her general confession. And she would do well to take care of that immediately, 
while she still has her strength.
I leave for missions after the Assumption, and I am not sure when I will be back at the Retreat.
You are not correct when you tell me that you do not feel drawn to speak to your relative to console him. As 
I have written you in my other letter, charity is the queen of virtues. Enough! I know I left you in freedom, 
but who is she who says people of the world are no concern of mine? Is she a person of heaven? Humble 
yourself, annihilate yourself, become aware of your nothingness, your contemptibility. You are not even 
worthy to be trampled on by those you call people of the world. They can be a lot more spiritual than you 
are. Never speak in this way again. I tell you this not to make you scrupulous, for you are not, but that you 
will learn to be more humble at another time. God bless you and pray for me.
It is not certain, rather highly doubtful, that I am coming to Grosseto for a mission in October.
Tell Sister Colomba Serafina that, when she receives this letter, she should make her confession and delay 
no longer – so does God inspire me. Be careful and do it.
Your servant in Jesus Christ,
Paul of the Holy †


