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Thomas Fossi (2)

Portercole

March 29, 1736

J.M.J.

Dearest in Christ,
The letter you say you did not receive contained directions regarding the penances you asked me about. It 
was safely sent but not to you personally. I included it with a letter to the parish priest of Rio, and I know it 
was sent safely to Porto Ferraio. I have received four of your letters, and I am answering two or three with 
this letter. I had already written you when, yesterday, a two page letter arrived. I am informing you of its 
reception.
It is not necessary for me to reply to all your points, nor could I. Today is Holy Thursday and, since the 
messenger to whom I consigned the first letter has not left yet, I will include this one.
I assert the truth in Jesus and tell you it is better to remain hidden and not be looking for visions. The devil 
is always on the alert to rob us of all our good. I do not want you to make a big deal of the extraordinary 
things you mention. Anyone who pays attention to consolations only loses sight of the great God of all con-
solations. Anyone who remains in his nothingness, distrusts self, and confides in God will not be deceived.
You do not know yet what it means to suffer, really suffer. Believe me, you are still a milk-fed baby. In a 
little while we will see how faithful you will be in real sufferings. In all truth I say you have not yet endured 
unmitigated suffering. I take little satisfaction that you magnify your sufferings, which are mere nothings. 
I pity you, for you are a baby, and God treats you as such. Flee publicity and singularity, keep your virtues 
hidden, and you will walk safely. I can write no more. I reaffirm all I have previously said and all former 
permissions. I break off in haste.
The bishop of Grosseto is asking me to postpone the mission in his diocese for good reasons, principally 
because he is going to Siena to seek a cure for his illness. I think he wishes to be in his diocese when the 
mission is going on. I am not sure where I will go there. I believe I will be in the mountain area.
I do not think it is good for you to expose yourself to the danger of coming here, especially at this time. 
Write more succinctly; that is sufficient. When there is no danger from the Turks,95 then you can come. I 
embrace you in Jesus and am,
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross

________________________________________________________________________
95.
Danger came from pirates from the African coast who were under Turkish influence.


