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Marchioness Donna Marianna Della Scala Del Pozzo (2)

Castellazzo

December 29 1721

May Jesus Live!

Most Illustrious Lady and My Revered Patron,
The peace of Jesus, our Good, which exceeds all understanding, preserve your heart. Blessed forever be the 
infinite liberality of our dear God who is pleased to afford me for my greater profit constant occasions and 
examples of holy humility. I see this especially in your dearest favor. For what I ought to have done, Your 
Illustrious Ladyship has accomplished. May the infinite goodness of our sweet Jesus grow continually in 
this jewel of paradise and melt it in his holy love.
I acknowledge the good wishes Your Illustrious Ladyship is pleased to extend to me, a most vile creature 
and your unworthy servant. May our dear Infant Jesus reward you by inflaming your heart and transforming 
you in his divine love.
I read with consolation the account which Your Illustrious Ladyship gave me of your spirit. I completely 
thank our dear God for the graces it has pleased him to give you. You should know, despite the fact that you 
find yourself in such dryness and desolation, your soul does not cease to acquire great treasures. But before 
I tell you how to acquire these great treasures, it will be well to mention that I prayed before writing this. 
Accept what I write as a light granted to me, a most miserable sinner, for your spiritual comfort.
Yes, you should know that our sweetest Jesus is preparing and purifying your heart by this spiritual aridity 
in order to transform it afterward through his kindness in his holy love, and to grant what you are asking, 
the gift of holy prayer, an angelic gift, which, being such, was obtained, as you already know, by the saints 
with great tears and sighs and penance. I hope strongly in the great liberality of our Highest Good that he 
will grant this to you.
Don’t be troubled at not being able to lead a life of austerity and penance like some of the saints; work in 
your proper state with that prudence and discretion which the Infinite Goodness will teach your heart. And 
then do not doubt. Your state is not suited to the use of severe afflictive penances. Never, except for urgent 
necessity, omit holy prayer, spiritual reading, and the exercise of virtue, especially of holy obedience, hu-
mility, and meekness. Then doubt not that God will make you all his – to say it in one word – a saint.
When you are in aridity, if you can, withdraw to your room and take the crucifix into your arms and with 
all your love kiss his sacred Wounds, especially the sacred Side, using these ejaculatory prayers: “Oh! Jesus 
my Good, you are all mine and I am all yours.” “Oh! my heart’s sweetness, let me repose sweetly on your 
sacred breast.” “Most loving Heart of my Spouse Jesus, who suffered so many afflictions through your 
whole life, shall I not suffer aridity for love of you?” “Yes, yes, my Jesus, either to suffer or to die.” Make 
use of these and others as the Holy Spirit suggests, and do not fear.
In the meantime, not to weary you longer, I remain in most humble obeisance to you and, likewise, to the 
Illustrious Lady Cecilia and all your sons. May Jesus sanctify them for you. My brother joins me. I beg 
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you, for charity’s sake, to recommend me to our Lord in your prayers. Thanks be to God and to Mary Ever 
a Virgin.
Your Most Illustrious Ladyship’s most unworthy servant,
Paul Francis, Least of the Poor of Jesus

________________________________________________________________________
36.
Paul writes from aboard ship. John Baptist, Paul’s brother, had visited Paul during his long retreat. Paul was on his way to Rome 
to seek the pope’s permission. On his arrival in Rome Paul was driven from the papal palace, which in those days was not the 
Vatican, but the Quirinal. Refused even an entrance, Paul sought comfort in praying to Our Lady at the Basilica of Saint Mary 
Major. There he felt inspired to take a vow to continue his efforts to found a new religious Congregation dedicated to the sacred 
Passion. On his way back he stopped at Mount Argentario and obtained permission from the bishop to live in a hermitage there. 
Returning to Castellazzo, Paul was joined by his brother John Baptist, who received the habit on November 28, 1721. Bishop 
Gattinara gave Paul and John Baptist formal permission to leave his diocese in order to continue their dedicated life on Mount 
Argentario. They would now be under the direction of Bishop Salvi of Sovana.


