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Agnes Grazi (21)

Porto San Stefano

February 18, 1736

Departing for Pisa.

Jesus and Mary be praised!

My Daughter in the Lord,
I received your letter. With regard to it, I have nothing more to say than to repeat what I have said so many 
times.
The just man lives by faith. The lover seeks no other pleasure than the pleasure of God; the lover desires to 
suffer and perform great services for God. No matter how much is done, it seems little to the lover; and no 
matter how much is suffered, it seems little to a lover. You call your sufferings, which are those of a baby, 
“the sufferings of hell!” Oh, how little you know about such things! These are mere nothings  
If you wish to confer with the servants of God, I do not prohibit that. I have never prohibited it. But I would 
wish you do it in a holy and prudent way, that is, listen with all charity, attend the conferences they hold, 
but first excuse yourself by saying sincerely that you do not understand them. Then, if they wish to continue 
to speak, listen to them sweetly and take consolation in the best way God inspires you. With brevity excuse 
yourself so as not to multiply useless talk.
Do all with a holy liberty of spirit, giving as much time, little or much, as seems proper. Speak of yourself 
only in general terms, admitting that you, too, undergo some trials, protesting while you say this that you 
share this to encourage them and console them. Then excuse yourself in peace.
You tell me that you would wish to confer with Sister Lilia and tell her of your temptations and more. Lis-
ten. I do not have the conviction that Sister Lilia has the gift of direction. From what I think I understand, I 
say she does not have that gift for you. I want to hope that she has the light to govern her convent, but she 
does not have the knowledge to give direction. Therefore, I have forbidden you to have any conferences 
with her about your spirit.
Oh, God! You will not reveal your temptations to me, whom you chose as spiritual director after so many 
refusals on my part, and now you want to share them with a woman who may be very holy – God, however, 
ordinarily uses his priests to direct souls. I do not understand this!
I give you permission, as I have done in the past, to take up the affairs of your spirit with the confessor there, 
or with other priests, as it pleases you. How happy I would be if you were to do so! But God does not inspire 
me with regard to Sister Lilia. I even feel decidedly negative. But do as you wish, for it is not painful to me.
You are mistaken when you say that I had you take an oath not to ask me for penances. That is not true. 
Believe me, it is pure imagination! You may make this request of me, or from whomsoever you will choose 
as director in the future, and you will be doing well. Pay no attention to this oath. It is entirely a figment of 
your imagination. You may follow our old rules regarding penances but take your health into consideration.
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Now I know personally the truth that God does not want me to come to Viterbo because when I consider 
coming there, God closes the way. Right now, when I thought of coming, see, I must go to Pisa for the sake 
of the Retreat. God knows that whatever he gives me to do, I do willingly. So see for yourself if I can come! 
God wishes things as they are. May he be blessed.
Regarding your plans, whether to stay there or come to Orbetello, don’t think about that; leave the care to 
God and abandon yourself in him. I am eager to do all I can for your good, and I pray you were on fire with 
holy divine love.
You already know how much I desire to be free from the direction of devout souls. I certainly wish to aban-
don all and hope to do it soon. First of all, I am ignorant, imperfect, and blind. I have no light for myself, 
how much less for others. Second, my death is approaching, and I want to take care of myself and prepare 
myself. But every day there are more hindrances.
I leave you always free to treat of your conscience with any minister of God, but with women, no. Not even 
with Sister Lilia. I say no. She has not the light to direct you. She is good, I have always said that, but I am 
not aware that she has the spirit to give direction.
Why have you not gone to the confessor who is so learned; whereas, I would not have such genius and 
consolation, as God knows?
Do not speak of me unless you speak of a criminal condemned to the gallows, as one who is spoken of only 
with nausea, but also with compassion.
Pray much for me, as I do for you. Stay happy in God for things are going well and I am pleased.
Don’t be sad over my trials. You do not know them, and you will never know them. I have shared enough in 
what I have written so that people pray for this infamous traitor, who betrays his good God at every minute.
If you wish to speak with Sister Lilia or write to her, do that with brevity and without touching on your inte-
rior. That is the way, as long as I will continue as your director, that God inspires me. When I am not in that 
position, I will not worry about you, although I will always be obliged to include you in my poor prayers.
Rose cannot come with you, as I told you at other times, for she is married and cannot leave her husband. 
Without the consent of Holy Church, that would be contrary to all law because she has not been divorced.
I have stolen this time for I find myself here in Porto San Stefano to take ship. Pray for me. It is night and I 
wish you “Good Night” in Jesus, whom I ask to bless you. I am always,
Your true servant,
Paul Danei of the Holy †
Write me as soon as I have returned.


