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Frances Lucci (4)

Saint Anthony

February 8, 1736

May the sweetest Jesus live always in our hearts.

The pure love of Jesus and the effects of divine grace be always in our hearts. Amen.
I have reason to bewail myself as an evil accountant, for up to now I have not replied to your letter. I assure 
you that my near departure for Naples kept me from that. Now, thanks to God, I am back and answer by 
saying to you, in the first place, I do not wish you to be philosophizing so minutely about your conduct. This 
is truly a loss of time. I assure you that to the extent you undertake these minute scrutinies, you lose sight of 
the Sovereign Good. It is my wish that you walk joyfully, all abandoned in God, guarding your heart so that 
no love of creatures enters there. Keep watch over this garden so that gradually you pull up all the weeds. 
Destroy them and burn them up with the fire of divine love, and plant there the flowers of the holy virtues so 
that the Divine Spouse takes his delights in you. Be courageous in rising up from failures without upsetting 
yourself, but humble yourself sweetly.
You have need to exercise yourself in external gentleness and, even more, internally with yourself, with one 
who serves and with any you serve. Above all, excuse yourself quickly from creatures in order to treat with 
the Creator, living always in high detachment from all that is created, at least in the highest part of your 
soul. I do not remember all you wrote, because I have torn up your letter as you asked me to do. However, 
it is not necessary to be so careful.
You may ask whatever is possible for me. I trust in God that we will fulfill his Holy Will.
Our Retreat will be completed this summer, at least the structure. We need to pray God to fill it with his 
servants.
I thank you in Jesus Christ for your charity and the inconvenience in sending the lentils. May God reward 
you.
Do not send your letters by the post, but as other occasions offer, for here letters are too expensive and 
poverty forbids this expense. Live Jesus! I am always more and more overwhelmed by miseries within and 
without. Many prayers are needed for poor me. God bless you. Amen.
If God wills that we hold a conference in the future, I will give you my poor opinion. I would wish there 
were a Retreat for young women who would provide for their living with the work of their hands. Saint 
Francis de Sales wanted that. Oh, what a holy thing that would be! God be blessed. There is no need to think 
about that for now, but recommend it to God. I am always,
Your servant in Christ,
Paul Danei, Missionary


