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John Baptist Danei of Saint Michael the Archangel36

Civitavecchia

September 9, 1721

May Jesus Live!

My Dearest Brother in Jesus,
Dearest in the Lord, I arrived at Civitavecchia on September 9 with excellent weather, and I can tell you that 
I had no problems except for the first day. I have made this trip with great fervor of spirit. Give thanks to 
God on my behalf. I have had such courage that I could go to the end of the world out of love for our dear 
Jesus. There has been no fear in my heart.
When I am in Rome, I will give you news of everything. I hope we shall be together in this world and in 
heaven. Greet everyone in Jesus Christ, and I leave you in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Most Holy. 
I recommend myself to your prayers and those of all our brothers and sisters in Jesus. Thanks be to God.
This morning I will enter quarantine in the isolation hospital of Civitavecchia. I expect to be here a little 
more than ten days. I can state I have been treated with much charity.
Your unworthy brother,
Paul Francis, Least of the Poor of Jesus

________________________________________________________________________

36.
Paul writes from aboard ship. John Baptist, Paul’s brother, had visited Paul during his long retreat. Paul was on his way to Rome 
to seek the pope’s permission. On his arrival in Rome Paul was driven from the papal palace, which in those days was not the 
Vatican, but the Quirinal. Refused even an entrance, Paul sought comfort in praying to Our Lady at the Basilica of Saint Mary 
Major. There he felt inspired to take a vow to continue his efforts to found a new religious Congregation dedicated to the sacred 
Passion. On his way back he stopped at Mount Argentario and obtained permission from the bishop to live in a hermitage there. 
Returning to Castellazzo, Paul was joined by his brother John Baptist, who received the habit on November 28, 1721. Bishop 
Gattinara gave Paul and John Baptist formal permission to leave his diocese in order to continue their dedicated life on Mount 
Argentario. They would now be under the direction of Bishop Salvi of Sovana.


