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Francis Appiani (1)85

Saint Anthony

November 22, 1735

May the sweetest Jesus live always in our hearts.

Dearest,
Jesus, who is our Way, our Truth, our Life, be always the one object of our consolation. Amen.
The duties of the holy missions have kept me from responding to your welcome letter. Although another 
mission is looming, I cannot fail to satisfy your pious wishes. I do not know what to say to you regarding 
your cousin.86 I have written to him the message enclosed, which you will be able to do me the charity of 
forwarding to him.
With regard to the Retreat,87 in the last post I received a letter from Bishop Calcagnini88 in which he tells 
me in kindest terms that in the next post he will give me an account of everything which he could not do up 
until now since he had just arrived from Rome.
I trust in God that everything will go in accord to the Divine Will. Be sure of my poor prayers, for I do not 
forget the persons in your household.
Live for now all transformed in God. Never leave off holy prayer and the reading of holy books and the 
presence of God at your work. Be happy that God is purifying you as gold in the furnace by means of the 
temptations that he permits. Persevere in your holy call, for God will make you holy.
Greet your parents for me. I end in haste and leave you in the Heart of Jesus.
Your true servant in Jesus,
Paul Danei, Missionary of the Holy †

________________________________________________________________________

85.
This is the first of the twenty-eight letters written to Francis Appiani. He was the son of a well-to-do family of Elba, who as a 
youth wanted to join Paul’s community. He was born in Rio on the island of Elba, February 14, 1719. Ordained in 1741, he en-
tered the Passionist community in 1743. He was a missionary, a local rector, and secretary to Paul. Appiani died in 1759.
86.
This is Mark Anthony Claris, about whom Paul wrote in the letter of August 14, 1736.
87.
This is in reference to a Retreat on the island of Elba, which was not able to be founded due to the difficulties caused by the 
opposition of the civil authorities and the clergy.
88.
Bishop John Calcagnini, son of Felicia Antonia Notarianni, knew Paul during his stay in Gaeta (Zoffoli, Vol. I, p. 287).


