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Agnes Grazi (18)

Orbetello

November 18, 1735

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
I am replying in haste to your letter, which I received the other day, since I am fully occupied with the mis-
sion. First, I am telling you that, if God wills that I be your spiritual director, I am always willing to fulfill 
the Holy Will of God and willingly be of service to your soul.
Second, with regard to the pain you had in conferring with the confessor of the convent, it would seem that 
God does not desire that you hold such conferences for reasons that I pass over in order to be brief. I do 
rejoice that God has had you stand a little while under the cross. Be there willingly and be prudent in an-
swering the questions of the confessor. Answer with humility, simplicity, and brevity. Send me the writings 
whenever you wish.
I had you write for I was not able to receive your letters due to the siege of the forts. So to be able to examine 
your conduct, I ordered you to write with brevity as to how your prayer was going. It seems to me that you 
have written enough. For the present, do not write more, and see to it that you be utterly forgetful of self, 
putting no trust in self, humbling yourself in all things, and considering yourself a vile dung heap on which 
have fallen the delights of the Sovereign Good, but soiled by your filthy imperfections.
Send your manuscript well sealed. Live with a humble, gentle heart. When people come to converse with 
you, excuse yourself; recommend yourself to their prayers and excuse yourself. I refer to worthy persons 
as you inform me. Avoid speaking of yourself, and avoid speaking of your reports. Keep everything secret, 
and believe these are things of no importance.
You are not correct in saying that God does not want harsh penances from me. One like me, who has of-
fended God so much, must do great penance, but I have not done that. God wishes penance from me, and 
I wish it.
I have no more time. I end in a hurry and tell you that I will not be able to come to Viterbo. It is more than 
five months that I have been continually at work. I need to remain for a while recollected at the feet of Jesus. 
Write when you wish and keep to the accustomed rules, which are going well. Be quiet in the Heart of Jesus, 
where I declare myself without end,
Your true servant in the Lord,
Paul Danei of the Holy †, Missionary


