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Marchioness Donna Marianna Della Scala Del Pozzo (1)35

Castellazzo

April 12, 1721

Most Illustrious Lady and My Revered Patroness,
Now that I am involved here in public preaching with a goodly attendance of the local population as well 
as outsiders who are so eager to hear the divine word that they are coming here to listen to the summons 
of God, and knowing for certain and being informed that on the two days following Easter there will be a 
great number of outsiders coming for the nourishment of their souls, I wish to beg Your Illustrious Ladyship 
to dispense me from coming to you until a later time, provided there is no disadvantage to your people and 
those round about; I mean as long as news of my coming has not been spread around. However, in case 
people have already been invited, I put myself at your disposal and now await your esteemed desires.
However, if you wish, we could go half and half, that is, Easter Monday here, Tuesday and the next day 
with you, if you so desire. I will come for the whole day, making sure I arrive in the morning. Then I can 
continue for three days or the whole week. I will take as much time as suits Your Illustrious Ladyship. And 
now I place you and your entire household in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and with humble reverence declare 
myself always,
Your Ladyship’s most unworthy servant,
Paul Francis, Least of the Poor of Jesus

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

35.
The marchioness was the wife of Claudio, a wealthy landowner at Rettorto. Of Paul’s letters to her, thirteen have been preserved. 
Paul was very close to the entire family and laborers whom he served in many ways. A son became a Jesuit and two daughters 
entered the convent. The marchioness herself became one of Paul’s earliest followers.


