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Marchioness Donna Marianna Della Scala Del Pozzo (12)

Orbetello

October 4, 1734

May the sweet Jesus live always in our hearts.

Illustrious and Esteemed Lady in Christ,
The grace of the Holy Spirit be always with you. Amen.
On my arrival at the Retreat from the holy missions, which was Friday, the first of this month, your letter 
was given to me by Father Anthony, my brother – God knows how dear he is to me. Your Illustrious Lady-
ship has been pleased to give me news concerning her spirit, for which I have always desired every kind of 
progress in holy love. I have a lively hope in the Infinite Goodness that he will fill you with all plenitude of 
grace, virtue, and blessing, as I will always pray His Divine Majesty.
I, therefore, pray in Jesus Christ that your goodness does not belittle itself, even if it appears to you that you 
do not practice virtue with the perfection to which the Holy Spirit calls you, and that you fall into defects 
that, for the most part, are involuntary. Humble yourself sweetly before God, show him your wounds with 
a sweet reverence and sorrow, and ask him with daughterly love to medicate them. Then continue to run 
in the way of the divine precepts. Be of good heart, for there will come the day when you will give a final 
defeat to the enemy, and we will obtain victory for certain in Christ our Savior.
The greatest perfection of the soul consists in a total abandonment into the hands of the Sovereign Good. 
This abandonment embraces a perfect resignation to the Divine Will in all happenings that come. So when 
you experience some desire arise, or anything that gives an impulse to your heart, giving you a desire to do 
something that at that time is not in your power, we must allow that to die in the Holy Will of God. In short, 
when you become aware that your heart has lost something of that peace which comes when the soul has 
a lively faith in the divine presence, quietly look for the cause and, discovering that it comes from worries 
about the house or children and that there is no remedy at hand, immediately plunge yourself in God with 
a holy, loving rest. If you do not succeed immediately, help yourself with ejaculatory prayers, for example: 
“O dear Will of my God! O sweet Will! you are my food, my glory, my rest. As it is, dear Father, I wish 
no other food than your dear Will.” Jesus Christ said to his apostles that his food was to do the Will of the 
Eternal Father. Oh, who can understand this divine saying to its fullest meaning!
I rejoice over the good confessors who assist you. Above all, I recommend to you the continual Presence of 
God. Work with your hands, but your heart with God.
I am like a candle that enlightens others and consumes itself. I preach, conduct missions, hear confessions, 
treat with souls of great perfections, who share with me their spiritual state. I find myself most imperfect, 
without virtue, a miserable tree, rotten, bearing only stinking fruit. This should cause me great fear, but the 
Passion of Jesus gives me courage to fulfill my duty of serving His Divine Majesty for another day in accord 
with the Divine Good Pleasure.
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Pray much for me. I have never neglected to make you part of my unworthy prayers. The love I bear for our 
poor Lombardy makes me desire to come there and pour out my poor sweat in the exercise of holy missions 
which the Divine Goodness is generously blessing down here. I submit to whatever His Divine Majesty 
will dispose, and, I hope, when His Divine Majesty wills it, he will inspire some pious person of credit and 
authority to cooperate with you. And then I will most certainly come to work in that dear vineyard of Jesus 
Christ.
I have nothing further, so I end by leaving you in the sweetest Side of Jesus, where I proclaim myself al-
ways,
Your humble, unworthy, least servant,
Paul Francis Danei of the Holy †, Missionary


