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Agnes Grazi (14)

Orbetello

October 4, 1734

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
The grace of the Holy Spirit be always in your heart. Amen.
Friday, October 1, on my arrival from the mission at Santa Fiora, I received your dear letter, given to me 
by Marianna. I read with relish your complaints and resentment, which are dear to me regarding my per-
son. But regarding your perfection, they displease me, for I wish you were a soul of great virtue, free of 
everything that is not of God, so that you might come to great perfection. Courage, my daughter! There is 
no need to be upset, for regarding my person you could not be wrong. I did not write because I was unable, 
partly because of sickness, partly because I was occupied with other affairs in the service of God. I have 
received your letters and have replied to those received with my letter to Marianna, my beloved daughter 
in Jesus Christ, who walks in spirit and truth. So have patience and calm your heart, for I regard you with 
compassion and would have you all perfumed with the love of God and all the perfection which holy love 
brings forth.
I see that you have little humility in writing a bit resentful. I am edified that you have asked pardon for that. 
But do not ask that of me, for it is certain that I felt nothing, no affliction, but I feel much for you. Ask it 
of Jesus and do not concern yourself about what has gone a bit badly. Amend yourself and be humble for a 
grain of pride can ruin a large mountain of sanctity.
Understand, my daughter, I am always the one I have called myself. I am your father because God has 
willed to make use of unworthy me to give you the milk of holy devotion. If you wish me not to write more, 
as you said to me, I leave you free as I have always left you. For you well know that in this regard I am very 
detached. If I were so in everything, I would be holy. I told you before you left that in Viterbo there are good 
men, and, if you were to choose a director, I would be very satisfied, for I know well that I am exceedingly 
blind. Do that then, my daughter. Have no fear of offending me, for in that way you would please me since 
I know you will be helped much more than by this ignorant and most imperfect blind man.
I am always disposed to serve you where and how and when you will be pleased to command me. If I shall 
not be your father, I will be your servant always in Jesus Christ and, at least, have the good fortune to have 
cooperated in some way in your perfection.
Live humbly and with self-contempt, hidden from all, abandoned in God, crucified with Christ, happy only 
in being deprived of all happiness out of love for God.
If you will write this advice on your heart and follow it, you will be a true disciple and spouse of the Savior. 
Pray much for me. I am in extreme need and assaulted within and without and in a most deplorable state – 
the worst being that through my fault I am not a tree of balsam, as I ought. I am a swamp that exudes noth-
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ing but a pestilential stench. Pray and have others pray for this miserable one. I leave you in the sweetest 
Heart of Jesus, where I am and will be always.
I am going to give a mission at Giglio. At whatever time I can be of help to you here, command me with all 
freedom as to your and everyone’s unworthy servant.
Your humble and true servant in Christ,
Paul Danei


