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Agnes Grazi (9)

Orbetello

March 17, 1734

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
The peace of Jesus Christ be always in your heart.
This evening, March 17, I received your letter, dated March 5. I read your laments and the anguish you felt 
that I wrote not as a spiritual director but simply as an ordinary person. However, God knows how much I 
wish to benefit your soul, and not a day passes that I do not recommend you to His Divine Majesty in the 
Side of Jesus Christ. When I wrote, I did so in haste. It did not seem necessary to extend myself further 
since, thanks to God, you are provided with a good confessor. God knows how much I rejoice in the Lord 
over that. Oh! let us move on – let us thank God who continues his divine mercies toward us.
Regarding what you have to say to me about your prayer and the dryness you are finding there, I tell you 
this is a hidden treasure, and that God intends by this to take away all your contentment so that God alone 
will be the satisfaction of your fulfillment
Oh, my daughter, fortunate is the soul that is detached from her own rejoicing and feeling and self-seeking! 
This is a deep lesson. God will help you learn it, if you put your pleasure in the cross of Jesus Christ by 
dying on the cross of the Savior to everything that is not God.
The aversions you are experiencing, the trials, the mockery, the derision, the scoffing should be received 
with great gratitude to God.78 These serve as wood for the loving pyre to consume the victim of love. With 
regard to your bitter feelings, drive them off gently by showing yourself cordial toward everyone and, at the 
same time, make internal acts of charity, but sweetly, for example: “O dear souls of Jesus, I love you in the 
Heart of Jesus, who burns for love of you. O blessed souls, love Jesus for me!” These acts should be made 
at the fine point of your spirit with all sweetness. I give you leave to make others as God will inspire you.
With insults, be quiet and show yourself as good wax; show yourself liking them for love of God, my 
daughter! Cherish contempt of self.
With regard to prayer, follow the usual rules I have given you. In dryness rouse your spirit with loving acts. 
Then repose in God without sensing him, without enjoying him. It is then you show yourself more faithful.
Make a corsage of the pains of Jesus and keep them on the bosom of your soul, as I have already advised 
you. Now and then you can arouse a sorrowful and loving memory, speaking sweetly with the Savior: “Oh 
my dear Jesus! how I see your face black and blue, swollen, spat upon! Oh my Love! I see you all one 
wound! Oh my sweet one, I see your bones crushed. Ah, how much pain! Ah, how many gasps! Woe, how 
many slaps! Ah, my most sweet love, you are all one wound! Ah, dear pains! ah, dear wounds, I want to 
keep you always in my heart. O Eternal Father, behold my Jesus, who is all wounds! Behold your dear Son 
in so many pains. I offer him to you for the remission of my sins, and those of the whole world, in thanks-
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giving for your blessings, etc.”
I have given you this by way of example. I leave you in holy freedom to do as the Holy Spirit inspires you. I 
wish, however, once you have called to memory the suffering of Jesus, that you continue your loving repose 
in God, a holy, loving silence, all lost in God, adoring him in spirit and in truth.
You can practice these rules even at the time of Communion, making a memory of the Passion of the Lord, 
before and after, when the Lord moves you to do so.
Submit all the information of your soul to the Father Confessor. Tell him outright how I have directed you, 
that I hold it dear, and put everything under his charitable review. Tell him that I instructed you in medita-
tion and that you have made it constantly, but then God has wished you to walk in another path. So with the 
counsel of the saints, I have given you the direction that you are following. If God wishes to despoil us, let 
us allow him to do so. Do not leave off the practice of the holy virtues nor lose the dear Presence of God. 
Keep in mind the memory of the Passion of our dear Jesus. But the meditation must go according to his way, 
not ours. Rules are given, but God is Master. Let us abandon ourselves to him. Let us trust him. Let us be 
entirely unclothed so that God can clothe us in his own way.
With regard to your scruples, do as you have been doing, as I have told you and you have written me. The 
internal sense of ease that comes after you have followed the mode prescribed is evidence that your soul has 
not been tarnished, and you have not consented to temptations.
I give you permission and would wish that, if you are willing, you would show my letter to your Father 
Confessor. I would consider it a favor if he were to correct my errors. I am certain that I am greatly ignorant 
and imperfect. However, I leave you in complete freedom.
Signora Suplizia has embraced a prayerful life, and I would want her to keep quiet about what I said to her; 
otherwise, she will never have peace. I say nothing further.
I never received the crucifix, and I have written, it seems to me, twice – once I know for certain. There will 
be uproars going on.
With regard to Communion, go on all the feasts – at other times three times a week. During Holy Week as 
well as from Passion Sunday until Holy Thursday, go to Communion every morning, granting the confessor 
agrees with that. I submit to him with all my spirit. You do not need to confess every time since there is no 
need, thanks to God. It is enough to receive absolution on Sunday, or another day, and bring up some matter 
from the past. It is ringing two hours of the night, and I am here in Orbetello assisting a sick man. I come to 
an end by giving you the holy blessing of Jesus Christ. Pray for my most urgent needs. Thanks be to God. 
I leave you in the Heart of Jesus. Amen.
Your true servant in the Lord,
Paul Danei

________________________________________________________________________

78.
Agnes seems to be having a rough reception at the convent and boarding school in Viterbo.


