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Bishop Francis M. Arborio Di Gattinara (4)

Castellazzo

March 11, 1721

Live Jesus!

Most Illustrious and Reverend Lord,
My Respected Patron and Most Beloved Father in Jesus,
The reverend nuns of this place desire to hear the divine word pronounced by the mouth of this great sinner, 
and for this reason the Reverend Mother has so informed me through her agent. Hence, being desirous of 
serving these devout religious by encouraging them more and more toward perfection, I was unwilling to 
fail – such is my duty – to secure permission from Your Most Illustrious Lordship so that I might with great 
liberty proclaim religious perfection to these devout souls.
So I am asking your permission and your blessing. The discourses, assuming your permission, will take 
place on Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays and will always include a devout meditation. Meanwhile, I 
await the charity of Your Most Illustrious Lordship’s holy blessing, either written or oral, when Paul Sardi 
reaches the feet of Your Most Illustrious Lordship.
I must tell Your Most Illustrious Lordship that I constantly feel more impelled to leave for Rome. It is true 
that I would like to go to the holy mountain of Varallo for the sake of devotion since I cannot go to Jerusa-
lem, where my dear Jesus suffered so much for me. I had this desire of going to Varallo even while I was a 
secular. Now it keeps coming to me. Wherefore, I would like, if such be pleasing to Your Most Illustrious 
Lordship, to leave for the said mountain after the third Friday of March. Then, returning from the holy 
mountain, [I will] give the people general instructions in doctrine, invite them to greater and greater perse-
verance, and warn them of a terrible plague if they do not – so I feel myself inspired. Then, with your holy 
benediction, I will depart for the feet of His Holiness, as I so much desire.
My dearest and most reverend pastor, I beg you, for love of Jesus Christ, to console me by granting me 
permission to enable me to carry out the holy inspirations of my dear Spouse Jesus. Then, as to companions, 
I shall say no more, knowing for certain that when I am at the feet of His Holiness, God will reveal his 
mercies to the whole world. My confidence in my Crucified Lord is such that I am more than certain all will 
succeed. God gave me the inspiration and a very certain sign that God wills it. What should I fear? I would 
believe I sinned by infidelity were I to doubt.
Meanwhile, not to weary you by keeping you reading any longer, I continue to leave the affair to Jesus, 
begging him ever to increase the fervor of your people and prosper them. Prostrate at your sacred feet, I kiss 
the hem of your pastoral garments and beg your holy blessing. Thanks be to God.
I recommend myself to your charity in your holy sacrifices.34
Your Most Illustrious and Reverend Lordship’s most unworthy son and servant,
Paul Francis, the Least of the Poor of Jesus.
About Paul [Sardi] and the other one, I told them to do as God inspires them. As for myself – I say this with 
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all my heart – I am indifferent whether they come or not. Indeed, I can tell you that I never felt so indifferent, 
believing positively that will be the Will of God. When Paul asked me to write about him, I refused, but told 
him to place himself in the hands of God and not to fear. Thanks be to God.

________________________________________________________________________

34.
Paul often requests of priests and lay people to be remembered in their “holy sacrifices.” It is not clear whether Paul is referring 
to ordinary sacrifices or to the Mass. Holy sacrifices will not be capitalized unless the context is clear.


