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Rose of Gaeta69

Piombino

March 19, 1733

May the Love of Jesus
be the one object of our desires.

Beloved in Jesus Christ,
I would be truly false to the Faith I profess and for which with divine assistance I am willing to shed all 
my blood, even to the last drop, if I were not to offer your spirit suggestions and unassailable thoughts for 
rejoicing and exulting in God, our sweetest Good, since I see your spirit is battered with storms of tempta-
tions and other anxieties.
Listen, my dear sister, listen to the words the Holy Spirit speaks through the mouth of Saint James the 
Apostle: “Consider it all joy when you encounter various trials   Blessed is the one who perseveres in temp-
tation, for when he has been proved, he will receive the crown of life.” All this is from Sacred Scripture. 
Elsewhere it says that God will try all his holy servants as gold in the crucible, and there are many other 
beautiful statements which are capable of giving consolation to any afflicted heart. This is said for all of us 
who have need of it.
I now come to the special status of your soul, and since I know something about your way of life – however, 
for a long time I have had no news of it – I say to you, nevertheless, that in the midst of your storms, you 
must remain strong as a rocky headland battered by waves, without ever leaving off your usual exercises. 
Remain detached from your own comfort, from rejoicing and understanding. I would not say this did I not 
know that for some time God has been drawing you to holy prayer. The just one lives by faith. O sister, 
how beautiful it is to remain in pure and living faith in the Divine Presence through holy prayer with loving 
attention on our Beloved Good and without any feeling of this, without rejoicing in this sweet Divine Pres-
ence, which puts the heart in paradise without our knowing it is so. O my sister, this is an excellent prayer 
of highest detachment, in which the faithful soul seeks not itself, but God, and rejoices in the higher part of 
the soul to be crucified with Christ. I beg you not to pay attention to the noise from the lower part of your 
spirit, but simply remain vigilant to crush the wicked suggestions of the enemy with a simple act of your 
will, without forcing head or breast. Faith, love and humility will teach you great things. At the time of 
these struggles, it is best to cast our will into the loving bosom of the Divine Goodness so that it becomes all 
transformed into it. Say, for example: “O dear Will, O sweet Will, O gentlest Will. Will that I love, I adore. 
Yes, my God, as you will so I will,” etc. These and other affections, etc.
With regard to your resolution to retire, you should not do that at all, but wait and make up your mind when 
this storm will have passed. Meanwhile, remain rooted in the Will of God without making a decision. Then, 
when God will have quieted your heart and once more filled you with his inspirations, make your decision. 
Doubt not, stay happy, and believe me that now you are going well. Trust in God that in a short while you 
will give me news of your improvement. God be blessed. Pray much for me, for I am almost continually 
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engaged in holy missions. Right now I am in Piombino to give nourishment to the people during Lent with 
the holy word of God. We salute all your house and the sisters in Jesus Christ, also Catherine and the others.
All of you pray for me and for the building of the Retreat, which started on March 4. They are working on 
it with zeal. Thanks be to God.
Your true servant in the Lord,
Paul Danei

________________________________________________________________________

69.
Rose came under the direction of Paul while he was in Gaeta. She was a nurse at San Gallicano.


