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Frances Lucci (1)67

Saint Anthony

December 16, 1732

May Jesus Live!

My Sister in Jesus Christ – such is the sweet title used by Christians in the early Church,
I am not writing to send greetings as is done at Christmas time among friends and relations – certainly not – for my 
state and my ignorance prohibits that. I write to move dear men and women servants of God to compassion for my 
spiritual miseries so that in the coming holy feasts they pray for the most needful one among all sinners.
So pardon me if I dare to disturb you and bother you with my most unworthy self. My needs are great, my imperfec-
tions beyond counting, my sins multiplied as the sands of the sea. Therefore, with my face on the ground, I am asking 
for the charity of men and women servants of Jesus Christ that they placate His Divine Majesty for the wretch I am, 
who has so angered him. Know that I speak the truth, unfeigned, and as I see it in the Lord. My sister in Jesus Christ, 
pray much for me and have the other good souls with you pray.
On December 28, I will leave for the mission in Piombino and surroundings. We will not be in Orbetello until Febru-
ary 4, when there will be a mission during the carnival time.
I hope for the glory of God they will get to work in a short time on the Retreat and without delay. It seems as though 
they have overcome the greatest difficulty. There is need to pray much to the Lord. My bodily sickness continues, 
even more the spiritual. I have had the fever for a week and am not very well now.
This Easter we will come by Pitigliano on our way to Proceno and Castel Ottieri on missions. We will stay with you 
for a few hours.
For my part, tell Frances,68 but quietly, that I have no way to direct her, for I am at a distance and have no knowledge 
of her spirit, whether in writing or in spoken word. I am not fit to direct anyone, not even an ant. God knows I have 
never entertained such a presumption and have always refused to engage in direction, except when I have known 
that God wished it after long prayers and many proofs. Tell her to remain recollected in the Presence of God, hidden 
from everyone, poor in spirit, a lover of contempt, mortification, and all the virtues; to let people say what they will; 
to love God; to plunge ahead; and to pray for me. She should be careful to rise at an early hour as long as she is not 
sick. I would not write in this way unless I desired that she be inflamed with love. Amen.
Signora Frances, I salute you in the sweetest Side of Jesus, and, if you wish to honor me with your commands, ad-
dress the letter: Viterbo for Orbetello. But do not write until around the end of January since I will not be there. I 
plan to arrive at the beginning of February. Write if you have requests; if not, do not write. Pray for me. Live Jesus!
Your true servant in the Lord,
Paul Francis Danei, Missionary of the Holy
 

________________________________________________________________________

67.
Paul had given a mission earlier that year in Pitigliano. Frequently after a mission someone deeply moved by Paul would write 
to him and he would respond. At times a longer correspondence would ensue. There are nine letters to Lucci during the next ten 
years.
68.
This Frances was probably the Frances Camillucci mentioned in the December 26 letter to Frances Lucci.


