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The Bishop of Alessandria (1)64

Saint Anthony

March 31, 1732

Most Illustrious and Reverend Lord and Father in Christ,
The Providence of the Most High God has so guided matters that a certain priest, James Grazi by name, 
from one of the principal families of Orbetello, has offered to provide a patrimony with an income of forty 
Neopolitan scudi in favor of our clerical brother, Anthony Mary, so that he may be ordained for the glory 
of God. We have thought of accepting this offer in order to raise our brother to sacred orders until such 
time as His Divine Majesty disposes differently regarding our vocation.65 Thus prostrate at the feet of Your 
Illustrious and Reverend Lordship, we beg that dimissorial letters be sent for all the sacred orders. He is 
already of the age required for the subdiaconate and diaconate. Furthermore, in view of the great distance 
of our Ordinary from here and still more on account of the great need of the Retreat, I ask your Lordship to 
dispense from the interstices.66

I can assure Your Illustrious Lordship of the good will of this young man and of the zeal with which, by the 
grace of God, he performs the duties of his vocation, his necessary studies, and so on. All this is also known 
to the Most Illustrious and Reverend Bishop of this diocese. He is very well satisfied with the young man.
The mercy of God has also guided events that a Retreat of penance will be opened for us and our com-
panions, etc., in the territory of the city of Orbetello. This Retreat will consist of a church dedicated to the 
Presentation of Mary Most Holy, a day of benediction for us since it was the day on which we started the 
life in which we now live.
There will be about eighteen small and poor cells in the Retreat. Beyond this there is to be built a retreat 
house not only for the clergy of the neighboring dioceses – just about all the clergy in this unhealthy terri-
tory of the maremma are without a seminary – but also for laymen who, from time to time, would want to 
withdraw to make a retreat. A great amount of material is already on hand, and we will soon lay the cor-
nerstone. I tell all this to Your Illustrious Lordship, as our pastor, in order to recommend this holy project 
to your holy prayers and those of your beloved flock. This Retreat is to be built on Mount Argentario, near 
where we now are.
For some time already we have had the privilege of the title of mission as well as the brief for indulgences 
and the papal blessing. We are working in this diocese with many blessings from God. All this has moved 
us to accept the patrimony because we have great need of another priest to remain in the Retreat while we 
are out on missions and also for other purposes, all of which I can assure Your Illustrious Lordship are for 
the glory of God and the welfare of our neighbor.
After the Retreat is built, we hope to obtain from the mercy of God the grace to rely on Holy Poverty and 
will have no need of a patrimony, especially as we see others desirous of joining, who cannot now be ac-
cepted on account of lack of room.
Your Illustrious Lordship will pardon my interrupting you, and prostrate at your feet with profound rever-
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ence, together with my brethren, I kiss the hem of your sacred pastoral robe and beg your holy blessing.
Your Lordship’s humble, unworthy servant and son in Christ,
Paul Francis Danei

________________________________________________________________________

64.
Gattinara had been transferred to Turin as archbishop in 1726. Bishop Charles Vincent Ferreri is now the bishop of Alessandria.
65.
Paul is referring to the title under which candidates are ordained. Anthony Mary can be ordained under the title of patrimony.
66.
Interstices refer to the time required between ordination to subdeacon, deacon, and priesthood.


