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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (1)62

Saint Anthony

July 19, 1731

Most Eminent and Reverend Signore and Revered Patron,
The Divine Providence of the Most High God brings it about that the whole population of Orbetello is eager 
to build a Retreat, along with a church, dedicated to the Presentation of Mary Most Holy, on the property of 
Saint Anthony and under the jurisdiction of Your Eminence, as Your Eminence will see in the petition which 
the Commune sends you. Since the place where we now are has only two narrow cells, along with a small 
church, it cannot give lodging to us and anyone moved by God to withdraw from everything, not even those 
who would make a retreat. There is no way open to build a larger edifice on account of the poverty of the 
Commune of Portercole, despite their desire to do well by us. That Commune finds itself unable to accom-
plish its pious wishes, a fact known to us by our having tried, since it is about ten years, with interruptions, 
that we have withdrawn to this mountain. The exceptions were the short time we worked in Gaeta, called 
there by Bishop Pignatelli, bishop of that town, and another short time where Divine Goodness had us at 
the Hospital of San Gallicano. You can inform yourself about this from His Eminence Cardinal Corradini 
and Bishop Crescenzi.
Wherefore, prostrate at the feet of Your Eminence, we offer ourselves as your most unworthy servants and 
subjects, and ask whether Your Eminence believes he could succeed for the greater glory of God and the 
good of souls to take under his paternal care and be willing to pursue the matter so that the petition be grant-
ed by the Sacred Congregation. Your Eminence will see the same petition made by the Commune. From the 
orders of Your Eminence we will come to know the most Holy Will of God, and any outcome whatsoever 
will be sovereignly dear to us as sent by the Good Pleasure of the Most High. May God be ever blessed. In 
the meanwhile, we recommend ourselves to your prayers and kiss your sacred purple, asking your blessing.
Your Eminence’s most unworthy priests,
Paul Francis Danei and Companions

________________________________________________________________________

62.
This is the first letter to Cardinal Altieri. Holding the office of ecclesiastical superior of the Tre Fontane Abbey (Trappist) in 
Rome, he had jurisdiction over Orbetello, including some of the property on which Paul was planning to build his first Retreat. 
Paul had many difficulties with the cardinal during the following years.


