
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

49

Agnes Grazi (1)58

Saint Anthony

December 30, 1730

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Today I leave for the holy mission, although I am in the midst of my sad storms. But if God be glorified, it 
does not matter. Accompany me with fervent prayers for the conversion of souls, and keep faithful to the 
holy rules which I have given you, especially to contempt and annihilation of self. If the sweet Bambino 
draws you to his crib, go freely and in the bands of the swaddling clothes leave a petition for the needs of 
the unhappy one who is writing, especially that God will inspire him for the good result of this Retreat. On 
my return, and after being rested, I will come to hear you. Humble yourself, distrust yourself, and study 
in the mirror of the Divine Infant. Study, I say, how to make yourself nothing, poor, small, dead, crucified, 
buried to all things. Jesus Himself will teach you.
I would desire that you do not occupy yourself with imaginations, but leave your soul in holy liberty to 
fly and repose in the Supreme Good, all inflamed, astonished, amazed, absorbed in the infinite perfections, 
especially in this Infinite Goodness that reduces itself in our humanity, etc. The contemplation of these holy 
days opens a grand way for you, and may Jesus bless you according to his heart. Amen.
The poor sinner,
Paul, who is leaving now

________________________________________________________________________

58.
This is the first letter to Agnes Grazi. Agnes was born January 28, 1703, a twin with her brother Vincent. Her parents were Mark 
Anthony, a military captain, and Maria Borsoni, who died April 4, 1718. Their children, besides Vincent and Agnes, were Atha-
nasius, Fabian, Julia, and Elizabeth. The Grazi family was prominent in Orbetello and had a large home in the city and vineyards 
nearby. Mark Anthony’s brother was James Grazi, a zealous priest. Agnes attended Paul’s mission at Talamone, which was prob-
ably the first formal mission Paul conducted. From then until her death, Agnes became Paul’s dearest disciple. One hundred and 
sixty-six letters written to Agnes are preserved. These are precious letters, giving us a wonderful example of Paul’s direction in 
mystical prayer and leaving for us precious insights into his own life of mystical prayer and suffering. There are two biographies 
in Italian: Agnese Grazi; sua vita, by P. Francesco, 1949, and a more recent one by Dismas Giannotti, Fuoco dell’Argentario.


