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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (16)

Saint Anthony

December 16, 1730

May Jesus Live!

Dearest Friend,
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your heart in Christ Jesus our Lord.
I was not on time for the last mail to respond to your appreciated letter, which I received. What can I say 
now by way of reply? I will say with the Apostle: rejoice when you encounter a variety of temptations. Yes, 
my dear friend, rejoice in your heart and exult in God our Savior. This is the time of trial in which the In-
finite Good has you share his chalice. Ah! my beloved   to the last drop   without caring what must be drunk   
I even say, pardon my fervor, embrace it fervently, be like one   so that the Will of God be done   and all this 
is to be found except that   may God set us free. This winter, this darkness, will pass. You will see the light 
and your heart will know how sweet the Lord is.
With regard to the desires you tell me you harbor, I say they are a clear sign that the great Father of Lights 
desires a life of greater perfection, hiding yourself from all the entanglements of the world so that you can, 
with greater fervor and ease, take in the milk of Holy Love at the breast of his infinite love. Consequently, 
it is necessary that you accept them with great gratitude and with a strong and constant resolve to put them 
into practice whenever your Heavenly Father opens the way, which I hope will be soon. Right now I do not 
feel myself inspired to tell you to come – however, God knows how much I have it at heart to embrace you 
with a kiss in the Lord – in order to proceed with the salt of prudence and discretion   as pleases God. In time 
we shall see how   Providence disposes things   so that not   I do not say that, only I hope   to sing with jubi-
lation from my most unworthy heart. In your servants, Alleluia, God will be consoled, Alleluia. I do not ask 
all   my God, that he send workers to the harvest   Let yourself be abandoned to the Divine Good Pleasure.
With regard to assistance for your mother and sister, etc., I am confident in God that a way will open to give 
them the help here that you provide there. Therefore, think over all these aspects. It is necessary to give time 
in order to work with charity and with simple prudence and silence. Take special note of this point. I have 
no more to say now; I am writing as things are developing. Try to do all you can in holy peace to prepare to 
hasten your departure from the world by retiring to the clefts of the rock and the cave in the rock. I will give 
you the reason and the way   to proceed, when you will be here. Pray for me   We embrace you in   Although  
To the Most Reverend Signore D. Erasmus Tuccinardi, whom I love in the Lord, directed as appears in his 
return address and according with his desire.
Your most unworthy, obliged servant,
Paul Francis Danei


