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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (12)

Saint Anthony

September 7, 1729

May Jesus and our dear Mother Live.

Most Reverend Father,
This morning, the Vigil of the Birthday of Mary, I received your welcome letter, which gives me reason to 
rejoice much in the Lord for the information I have about your dear person.
“Be of good heart, dear one, for the time has come for you to be cured. Night will be as illumined as day. 
As his night, so is his day.” A great difference takes place in the Presence of God; rejoice in this Divine 
Presence. Allow yourself to be despoiled, my dear one; allow yourself to be deprived of all pleasure. Do not 
look your sufferings in the face, but accept them with resignation and satisfaction in the higher part of your 
soul as if they were jewels, and so they truly are. Ah! let your loving soul be detached from all that is cre-
ated and pay no attention to its suffering nor to its enjoyment, but give all its attention to its beloved Good.
What does it matter if your soul is afflicted or that everything is in a storm? Your ship will never be wrecked. 
Do not lose confidence in the Great Pilot, who is guiding it into port. May our rest be in great suffering. He 
who is transformed into Jesus through love does not find a place to rest except on the precious cross. O dear 
Cross, dear Cross, Holy Cross! when will I glory in nothing but you, most Holy Cross? “May I never boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
As to fulfilling your obligation of charity toward your mother, all will be taken care of. God will provide 
for everything. We will speak in another letter. I have many things to say to you, but now I am not able. 
Everything is in the hands of the Lord – letters and everything else.
Everyone greets you. Pray for us, dear brother. Do not speak of your inspirations to anyone who could block 
you. That is a saying of the servants of God. Pray for me and for the successful outcome of a business for 
the service of God about which I will give you information. It will be of great satisfaction to you. It pertains 
to us and, I hope, to you as well.
One who loves you in the Lord,
Paul Francis, a Poor Hermit


