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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (10)

Saint Anthony

December 9, 1728

Thanks be to God!

Most Reverend Father in our Dearest Christ,
On December 1 we received your letter with its enclosure. The concern you are having with the parish of 
Saint Peter, and so on, may be a warning from His Divine Majesty not to consider it. I am not aware that 
I have ever spoken with such frankness. I am writing what is to be found in the book in front of me – and 
nothing of my own. Here is what can be gathered.
“If the evil one sees a priest who is upright, blameless in his person, and living with integrity, what does 
he do? The evil one will involve him in a church so that, when he fails to do his duty like a good curate in 
charge of the souls of others, he comes to lose his own soul. In this way the demon gets indirectly what he 
could not hope to gain directly.”
Think this over carefully, think this over carefully. See whether you are called to this. Take time, counsel, 
and fervent prayer, and have complete disinterestedness.
See, my dearest friend, how my heart is speaking. Pardon my ardor and attribute it to the affection, based 
entirely in the Heart of Jesus, that I have reverently always entertained and still retain. Christmas is drawing 
near. I wish you the fullness of the heavenly blessings that His Divine Majesty is accustomed to bestow on 
his dearest lovers.
Pray much for us. I ask you to greet in the Lord our dear benefactors, should they ask about us, especially 
our sister in Christ, Catherine of Gensa, and her sister, Signora Nicolina, and others. We pray for them daily. 
Let them do the same for us, and may God inflame all with the fire of his love. Amen.
I am writing to Canon Di Stefano in this mail. If one letter is lost, the other may have the good fortune to 
arrive. I am writing to him alone and without any inclusion.
Your humble, unworthy servant,
Paul Francis Danei


