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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (8)48

Saint Anthony

Portercole

March 11, 1728

May Jesus Live!

Most Illustrious and Reverend Sir and Revered Patron,
May Jesus always be the one object of our love. Amen.
Up until now I have not been able to give you an account of our departure from Rome and from the hospital 
to Mount Argentario. So I resolved to do that now in a brief account as to how Divine Providence brought 
us here by very hidden ways. Many happy events have occurred since our return from Lombardy. Among 
these was my illness for most of the winter, while both of us had been sick almost all summer. The common 
opinion was that the air was not good for us. In fact, after we got here, I, for one, am feeling very well. 
Moreover, we found out that when they set out the rules for the hospital, they put down as one of the princi-
pal procedures for curing those having skin diseases the drawing of blood from the head. While this service 
is a very charitable one, we do not have the courage to offer it. In fact, we were never commissioned to 
perform this service. We were fully occupied in all the other offices of charity, especially in the spiritual aid 
of the sick, but not in this. So once we saw His Eminence the Cardinal Protector, who for the good running 
of the place and greater consistency in the community, had made it obligatory that everyone be employed in 
the blood-letting procedure and in other services of charity, which I leave out for brevity’s sake, and since 
we do not have a mind in accord with our mode of living to do so, they procured for us with all charity a 
brief from His Holiness so that we could withdraw into solitude and preserve our way of life. By the grace 
of God it turned out to be so.
With regard to Rose, I referred her to a priest in Rome who is a good servant of God and experienced. I 
would have had him for my own spiritual director. This is as much as I can say. Out of charity pray for me 
that we always do the Will of God. May he be always praised. Amen. Do not bother yourself to reply since 
we do not use the post except for some particular need. May we see each other in Jesus Christ.
Your Reverence’s humble and unworthy servant,
Paul Francis Danei

________________________________________________________________________

48.
Notice that Paul points out the regulation for blood-letting was put into the codes of the hospital while they were away. This 
seems to be something not demanded of them when they took the oath of perseverance.


