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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (7)

Rome

December 20, 1727

May Jesus Live.

Most Illustrious Sir and Revered Patron,
Your Reverence has many reasons to complain about my negligence in writing. However, you should be 
aware that the death of our father, whom God has in glory, as I hope, had taken us to Lombardy for serious 
concerns of charity. As soon as we arrived, after two months journeying, we were stricken with tertian fever. 
I went eighteen days without celebrating Mass.
But to further admit my thanklessness – or as it stands before the Lord – I would not have written even now 
if Rose had not, as it were, put the pen in my hand. I write in her name and in the Name of the Lord.
Rose is revealing briefly the state of her soul to you, as I am well aware, since I believe this is in accord 
with the Will of God, seeing that I have refused to do so many times. She lives in great peace within and in 
the gifts of God, especially concerning holy prayer. She has great purity of conscience by the grace of God, 
as far as my weakness can discern. She has daily Communion, and the prior is satisfied with this. She has 
much more fervor because of this.
She continues to practice her mortifications, as far as she can, with great submission. I do not write more 
since I know how well informed you are with regard to this devout soul. Above all, she strives to practice 
virtue. She says that in all this time she has heard the divine word from the putrid trumpet of my mouth. She 
says she has had rich feeding, and that one word gives her such recollection that it lasts at times for three or 
four days. I give the glory of this to God, and I told her that God, in order to have her witness his mercies, 
speaks to her through one who is a pestilential and infected trumpet – and that is the truth – so I ought to 
weep tears of blood.
I have asked her to pray to God so that he will inspire her as into whose hands she should submit her spirit. 
I have even suggested the prior of this hospital, but she is not inspired to do that. Quite to the contrary, she 
has much reluctance and repugnance of spirit.
I have refused many times to hold conferences and undertake her direction, telling her of my great insuffi-
ciency. She has always asserted that in prayer she is moved internally with great peace to treat of her spiri-
tual state with me and not with others. Finally I gave in, but always with the permission of the superior for 
myself and for her to do so rarely.
At present I cannot, and ought not, continue, for the prior claims that this could give rise to a practice of 
others who would want to be directed by staff of this hospital. He is right about this. So Rose finds herself 
in some constraint, but she is resigned and asks me to find her a spiritual director. I will do this very happily 
and will take care to inform him of the spirit of this soul, who is very dear to Jesus, as I hope.
So both she and I would like to have your opinion. She asserts she wishes to do the Will of God in every-
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thing and has found it in the mouth of this minister and especially in you, who have guided her with the 
help of God.
Above all, she has strong opposition of spirit to allow herself to be guided in spiritual things by the prior 
of this place. Neither do I feel inspired that she do that. He is a good servant of God with an entirely active 
way of life. I do not believe he would be able to give attention to the guidance of a soul on the way to a great 
union with God in holy prayer. Please send us your opinion.
After I have recommended this business to God, I feel drawn to confide her to a very learned and pious 
servant of God who is engaged in guiding devout souls. Rose says that with your opinion she will submit to 
whomever God decides by means of me. You see, Your Reverence, how humbly she accepts your decision.
Jesus console you at this coming Christmas with his peace. My brother says the same. Both of us, along 
with Rose, recommend ourselves to your devout prayers. Thanks be to God.
Write to me or to Rose as God inspires you.
Your Reverence’s humble unworthy servant,
Paul Francis Danei


