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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (5)45

Rome

March 15, 1727

Most Illustrious Reverend Sir and Revered Patron,
Last Saturday, March 8, a youth from Itri came with news of Your Reverence. I had already intended writ-
ing for the post that very day, but he told me that he will come in the evening to pick up my letter, which I 
had already written. But I did not have the good fortune to see him again. Hence, in the love of God I beg 
Your Reverence to excuse me because the next ordinary post was not until today.
Rose is doing nicely and assures you with all humility that she continues as usual. She discusses the affairs 
of her soul with me. From the fruits it is clear that she is walking in the holy path of Crucified Love. I cannot 
tell you more because I am writing in haste.
The superiors want us to be ordained priests, with permission from the Supreme Pontiff, and to continue in 
this habit and life as we are. We have already received tonsure and minor orders and will surely be promoted 
to two sacred orders, or at least one, this Lent.
I do not have time to tell you at length the dispositions of Divine Providence in this event. I assure you that 
the belief that I am burdened with so many imperfections makes me fear lest, through my own fault, all 
will work to my greater punishment. For charity’s sake pray the Lord fervently to protect us in our great 
necessities.
I have not yet had an opportunity to get the small phial, but when Catherine, Rose’s cousin, comes, I will 
send it to you. Indeed, I beg you to have the charity to let her know that Rose greets her and says, if she 
wants to come this Holy Saturday or Easter, come. However, if she wishes to wait until we say Mass, that 
will be Corpus Christi at the earliest. Let her decide freely.
We humbly salute Canon Rosilli, to whom we are so obligated, and beg him to excuse us. As soon as pos-
sible we will give him a full report. Meanwhile, pray for us. We bow most humbly to you and kiss your 
sacred hands.
Your Reverence’s most lowly and unworthy servant,
Paul Francis

________________________________________________________________________

45.
Paul informs Tuccinardi that he and his brother will be ordained soon. They are not being ordained as priests of the diocese of 
Rome, but under the title of hospital service (letter to Pope Benedict XIII, February 4, 1728).


