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Father Erasmus Tuccinardi (1)44

Our Lady of the City

August 29, 1726

Live Jesus and Mary Most Holy.

Most Illustrious and Reverend Signore and Esteemed Patron,
May the most holy cross of Jesus, our Good, be always planted in the midst of our hearts so that our spirit may be 
grafted into this Tree of Life and produce fruits worthy of penance through the infinite merits of the death of the true 
Author of Life.
I received your esteemed letter the day after the Assumption and answered it promptly, but did not send it. Why? I 
cannot say. One of the reasons, it seems to me, was that you mentioned in your letter that yours was a reply to the 
first one I had written to you.
Dear Father Erasmus, do not believe the memory of you and your deeply loved and esteemed person has escaped my 
memory. Certainly not! So I pray the Father of Lights to dissolve us in his Holy Love so our souls, liquified in this 
Divine Love, may become one by union with our High Good God.
Ah! when shall we imitate perfectly our Savior, who emptied himself? When shall we be so humble that we glory in 
being the opprobrium of men and the abjection of the people? Ah! when shall we have become like little babies cling-
ing to the breast of the most holy love of Jesus, our dear Spouse, Father, and Teacher? When shall we be so simple and 
childlike that we consider it a great advantage to be made out to be the least of all, to be cast aside as nobodies, and 
to be pained to be esteemed and honored? Ah! when, when? Out of charity pray that the Lord will give us the grace.
We do not know whether there are any letters for us at the post. If we had some friend, we would ask him to try and 
find out.
Sylvester, our dear friend in Christ, has insisted that I ask Your Reverence to make up the expenses for the grain 
given to your relatives. He has mentioned this several times, but he sees no success. Out of the respect and love he 
has for Your Reverence, he has not made any further moves and will await your answer. Then, if he does not receive 
satisfaction, he will go to court. May Your Reverence have compassion toward him. He acts thus to meet his needs.
I end by kissing your holy hand and warmly recommend myself to your prayers. My brother John Baptist does so as 
well. He, thanks to the grace of God, is much better. We humbly send our greeting to the master of the house and wish 
him every good thing. Thanks be to God.
We will speak to you of our business in good time.
Your Reverence’s most humble and unworthy servant,
Paul Francis of the Poor of Jesus

________________________________________________________________________

44.
Tuccinardi was Paul’s confessor at this time and a longtime friend. At one time Tuccinardi gave serious thought to joining Paul 
and John Baptist on Mount Argentario. He died at Gaeta in 1763. Seventeen letters written to Tuccinardi have been preserved. 
This letter was sent to Tuccinardi at the Annunciation in Gaeta.


