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Marchioness Donna Marianna Della Scala Del Pozzo (3)37

Castellazzo

January 1, 1722

May Jesus Live!

Most Illustrious Lady and My Revered Patroness,
The grace of the Holy Spirit be in your heart.
Last evening, the Feast of Saint Sylvester, I received a letter from the Most Illustrious and Reverend Bishop Fulvio 
Salvi, bishop of Sovana, in which he advises me to bring only one companion, telling me that the consent of the visible 
head of the Church of God, that is, the Supreme Pontiff, is necessary both to remain withdrawn in that holy solitude 
and also to be purified there like gold in the crucible. Of this I shall give you no further information, as I write in haste.
I beg Your Illustrious Ladyship to endeavor with the charity of your spirit to instill Dominic with sentiments 
of resignation to the most Holy Will of God. Know that I knew nothing of his withdrawal or leaving home, 
nor of his having scabies or anything else. I was somewhat astonished when I heard of it. He told me, al-
though not the last time he was here, but the time before, that he is making the Novena to the Blessed Virgin 
first, and also I think he said that of the Nativity, imploring God to enlighten him. Then he would come here 
to us in order to discuss the inspiration the Infinite Goodness would have granted his heart, and then we 
should understand each other. However, it was not my intention for him to leave his home so soon. Enough! 
I think that he is fervent. In all may God’s Holy Will be done. So then, I beg you to tell him to be patient and 
to have no human respect about returning home, as this will be a trial from God to refine him still more. In the 
meantime, if he maintains himself in his good vocation, God will then give him what is best for his salvation. 
Excuse my boldness. I know your prudence and, more still, the Holy Spirit will instruct you how to perform 
this work of mercy. Later, when I have more leisure, I shall write something to him.
Today is the grand Feast of the Circumcision of our dear Jesus, the day when he willed to be given this sacred 
Name of Jesus. Truly, I am praying Jesus to imprint his sweet and Holy Name in your heart as well as in that 
of the Illustrious Donna Cecilia and all your illustrious sons. I recommend myself to your devout prayers. 
My brother joins me in making you a most humble bow. May Jesus be your consolation. Thanks be to God.
Your Illustrious Ladyship’s most unworthy servant,
Paul Francis, Least of the Poor of Jesus
I implore Your Illustrious Ladyship not to trouble yourself to reply. I ask you simply to advise me by a line 
or two, or orally to the bearer, whether Dominic has gone to see our Illustrious and Very Reverend Bishop. 
If he has not, suggest to him not to go, as nothing can be done. I am as above.

________________________________________________________________________

37.
Paul explains why he cannot take a certain Dominic along with John Baptist when they leave for Mount Argentario. Already Paul 
is having a problem with the bishop of Sovana.


