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Dear Brothers,  Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family 
 
The Building has begun again 
 
The most exciting news of the week has been the resumption of the building 
of our new house and home in Thu Duc, Saigon.  The building was well under 
way when our concerns about the quality of the work lead to major 
problems  with the builders.  It has taken 18 months to  negate our contracts 
and find a new  company ready to  both redress the inadequate 
workmanship and progress the building to a conclusion. 
 
On Monday February 26th, the vigil of the feast of our Passionist St Gabriel, 
the community gathered at the building site to bless the site again and to 
pray for the successful conclusion of the project. 
 

 



Mary Ingham’s Retirement Celebration 
 
On Sunday Feb 25th, St Anthony in the Field’s, the little church and parish 
where Family Groups were born saw a most wonderful celebration for the 
retirement of Mary Ingham after 46 years of involvement in the birth, 
development and support Passionist Family Groups in Australia, New 
Zealand  and in a smaller way in the USA, England and Ireland.  The 
gathering was co -hosted by the PFGM Interim Leadership Team of Denis 
Morris, Marion Stewart, Katherine Sullivan and Russ Winterscheidt and the 
new PFGM NSW Directors, Tony and Annette Guterres. 
 
PFGM Directors, Parish Coordinators and PFGM members from NSW, 
Canberra, Queensland and Victoria were joined with Frs. Brian Traynor, 
Kevin Dance, Ron Davoren, Lex Keys and myself to honour and thank Mary 
at the Mass for her and her family.   
Very much present in spirit and mind and heart was Fr Peter McGrath the 
founder of the PFGM’s and the first P.P. pf St Anthony’s. 

 
Mary and her daughter and NSW Assistant, Catherine 
 
Mary sat with the choir singing for the celebration, leaving Leo, her husband, 
and their three children Elizabeth, Anthony and Catherine and their children 
in the front seat.   
Fr Kevin was at the adult faith formation retreat in 1972 in Leura where the 



idea of PFGM’s was born.  The people on that retreat came from the newly 
born parish of St Anthony’s. 
Ron Davoren was the first curate appointed to be with Peter McGrath in the 
parish. 
Lex Keys was for 30 years at St Ives Monastery which was a second home to 
the parish and its offices. 
Brian Traynor was instrumental in the extraordinary growth of the Family 
Groups from St. Anthony’s and then Castle Hill to the great movement it is 
and has been. 
 
The spirit of joy and family, laughter and tears, that filled the Church 
reminded everyone of us of those fantastic days when we the Passionists 
and the parish were together, and that we find wherever the Passionist 
Family Groups gather. 
 
Denis Morris and Brendan McNally (from one of the original 1st three family 
groups Mary began), spoke very emotionally of the debt we owe to Mary for 
her great love and generosity. 
 
Mary typically expressed her sense of privilege to have worked with so 
many, many wonderful people throughout so many parishes and countries. 
She expressed her appreciation for the 46 years of partnership with Fr Peter 
McGrath, with her own NSW team, with the other State Directors over the 
years, and the team and community at Grace Cottage. 
 
Mary received this card from an Indian couple and their children, ordinary 
PFGM members.  It tells why the Passionist Family groups mean so much. 
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Holy Cross Family Mass - Golden Jubilee 
 
From our Holy Cross Correspondent, Mr. Dennis Cougle  
 
At the Sunday Mass on 25th February 2018, our Passionist Family and friends at 
Holy Cross gathered to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Passionist-Family 
Mass at Holy Cross that was first celebrated on the last Sunday in February 1968.  
Even before the Mass commenced, there was a real ‘buzz’ in the Chapel as the 
regular members of the congregation were joined by visitors from surrounding 
parishes and beyond – Mitcham, Croydon, Doncaster, Brighton – to name a few. 
Among the visitors there was a former Passionist student, Warrick Collette, whose 
grandson Xavier was to be baptized at the end of the Mass. 
Fr Kevin Hennessy CP was the Celebrant for this special celebration and in 
welcoming everyone, he noted the presence of Judy Milton who with her late 
husband Ray, attended the first Mass, along with their 3 children Steven, Andrea 



and Janine, then aged 2, 4 and 6 years. Fr Kevin, referring to the 3 children seated 
in the front row, remarked ‘and they don’t look much older today!’ Later at the 
commencement of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the three ‘youngsters’ took up the 
gifts. 

 
Back in 1968, the Passionist Community at Holy Cross included about 40 students, 
as well as several Passionist Priests and Brothers, and at that first Mass, as well as 
in subsequent months/years, all the members of the choir and the musicians were 
talented Passionist students. Fr Kevin explained that the Family Mass was then 
called the ‘Folk Mass’ and the appearance of the Chapel was quite different to 
that of today. Moving to the center of the chapel, he said ‘this is where the altar 
was situated and later, we will see some photographs taken in the 1960s’. 
 
The Liturgy of the Mass commenced with the choir, led by Barbara Ward, singing 
‘All People that on Earth do Dwell’, while the music was provided by Joan 
O’Callaghan, Fr Chris CP, Frank and Dominic – no Passionist students! However, 
Br John Lin CP did well on the computer projecting the lyrics and the Power point 
on to the screen. 
 
Later in the celebration of the Eucharist, Dominic Marasea on guitar, played and 
sung his own hymn, composed especially for day: ‘A Passionist’s Journey’ – a 
lovely tribute to the occasion. 
 
In his homily, Fr Kevin reflected on the changes over the past 50 years in the 
church and in the Passionist Congregation which now has communities in 63 
countries. While the number of students in Australia has declined, Holy Cross has 
become an important place of worship and spiritual direction, as well as a center 
for retreats, conferences and the like. During this time, our Passionist family here 
at Holy Cross has grown, thanks to people like you and others – you are part of 



our Passionist family. 
 
During the homily, a 5-minute slide show was played comprising photographs 
taken over 50 years from 1965 when the Chapel was officially blessed by 
Archbishop J D Simmons. This provided some nostalgic and emotional moments 
for many, as well as some happy memories of the ‘old days’; for example, Kevin 
Hennessy, Brian Traynor and Tim Horlock in student days, Tom McDonough when 
he was first ordained, and our Aussie Rules football team led by captain/coach 
John Curtis, along with members of the team, Denis Travers, Mark Nugent, Brian 
Gleeson and others. 
 

 
Although they did not make the footy team, other former residents of Holy Cross 
were featured in the slide show: Leo Fitzpatrick, Dunstan Mellors, Tiernan 
Doherty, Ron Davoren, Tony Egar, Michael Hickey, Damien Byrne and the late 
Vianney Carey and Jeff Daly. 
 
At the end of the Mass – at the dismissal – Tim Horlock walked into the Chapel 
carrying quite a large birthday cake and Fr Kevin invited Judy Milton to come and 
cut the cake, along with her children, while the choir led the singing of ‘Happy 
Birthday to Holy Cross’. Judy was also presented with a bouquet of flowers. 
 
Most of the congregation then adjourned to the Holy Cross dining room for a slice 
of the cake and a cuppa, while reflecting on the celebration and exchanging their 
own recollections of ‘the good old days’. 

 
 
 
 



The 2018 Passionist Youth and Retreat Team, QLD. 
 
Jo McDade, our leader of the above team wrote briefly of the new members 
of the team, who shared their formation day last month’s group 
 
 just thought I’d give you an update on how the weekend went (you can email it out if 

you like!!!) 
 
 
  

Last weekend we welcomed out team for 2018.  This is now our 17th team since Fr Ray 
Sanchez CP founded the team.   This year we welcomed 3 new members and 1 
returning after a year off and two continuing for another year as well as Br Joey who is 
doing 6 months of service in Brisbane.  This team brings diversity, passion for working 
with young people, a willingness to grow within themselves deeper and commitment 
to the vision of the Passionist.  Tim and I (and the kids) are thrilled to be leading the 
team in now our third year and have such a great bunch of young adults to work 
with.   We feel refreshed from the weekend where we were able to spend the weekend 
at The Fort in reflection and fun.  We joined the Oxley community in praying for them 
in this “year of youth”.    
  
After the Start of Year retreat on Sunday four of us drove up to Hervey Bay to work 
with 12o Year 7 students.  The day was focused on Friendship.   Although we are all 
tired from a big weekend we were super excited to put into practise all the things we 



have been learning about and we are pumped to get back out there and do ministry 
again with the young people.   
  
Please keep us in your prayers as we continued to show a God of unconditional love to 
our young people and each other this year.  

  

 
The Feast and Fiesta for St Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 
Each year we celebrate on Feb 27th, the feast of St Gabriel. Gabriel, a 
young Passionist student , died of TB. He died in the town of Isola, in the 
shadow the magnificent mountain Gran Sasso, in the Abruzzi region.  He is 
the patron saint of that region, and the Church’s patron Saint for Youth.  In  

 
 
Australia  in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide, the Abruzzi people gather 
for a mass and procession  and then a magnificent fiesta in honour of St 
Gabriel,  each year they bring out a Passionist from Italy to preach in each 
of the masses 
 
This year, Padre Michele, ordained only in October 2018, came out to be 
the Guest Preacher.  Here is a photo of Padre Michele at the Holy Cross 
celebration. 



 

Our Novices 
 
During their novitiate, our novices make a silent 30 day retreat, 
following the Spiritual Exercises of  St Ignatius Loyola.  Due to 
renovations in the novitiate house in Adelaide, the Novice master, 
Br Larry Finn,  and Vice Master, Fr Chris Akiaten, moved the venue 
to our monastery in beautiful Hobart.  It is always a very 
challenging but deeply satisfying experience for the young men. 
Our Novices this year are from Vietnam, Thong and Quyen, and 
from PNG, Joseph, Solanus and Boas, and Tom from  USA/Japan 



Our English Language Studies for Pastoral Ministry ELSPM 
 
Sr Margaret, our ELSPM Academic manager has begun a new mail out.  Here 

is the first edition 



 

2018 STUDENT BULLETIN No 1 

1. A word from the Academic Manager – Sr Margaret Bentley 
Welcome to our first Student Bulletin for 2018.  This semester we have a number 

of students who have returned to study at ELSPM and a number of new students.  

You all know that it takes time to settle into a new country and new ministry and 

so I encourage you to be patient with yourself as you learn.  The Melbourne 

weather is always a great talking point and our 4 seasons in one day means that 

you get used to wearing layers of clothes and being ready for anything.  It is a bit 

like the work of the Gospel.  We need to be ready for anything and ready to serve 

wherever we can.  Luckily a smile is a universal word, recognized in every 

language. 

There are lots of special activities planned for this semester so enjoy!  Don’t 

forget the Staff are here to help you so please ask if there is anything you need.  

 

2. Orientation on 29th January 2018 
This year, ELSPM welcomes 26 students from 11 countries: Indonesia, PNG, Poland, 

East-Timor, Iraq, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, China, Taiwan, South Korea and Vietnam. We 

belong to 8 different Congregations: Diocesan Priests, CP, SVD, OCarm, MGL, SSPS, 

FMM and Rndm. We are full of energy and enthusiasm to start the first semester of 2018. 

Don’t forget to read your Student Handbook every now and again.  It has lots of useful 

information in it. 

 

3. Class activities: 
 EAP class: 

The EAP course is tailored to ensure students can handle formal academic studies in 

Theology and other allied religious disciplines before they begin to enrol in such courses. 

The course covers all the tertiary academic skills required for a student’s entry into the 

University of Divinity.  

Bank is a past student of the EAP class from last semester who said:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am so happy to be in this institute even though 

sometimes I am discouraged by difficulties in 

study but I am very lucky to have good friends and 

teachers. We have been helped, understood and 

supported as one family. I miss the Language 

Centre a lot because I feel like this is my second 

home”. 

 





  



 
In Christ Crucified 

Tom cp  

Provincial Superior  
 


