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 We are on our way. Yes, the Lenten journey has begun in earnest and in this journey the most fundamen-

tal question we need to ask is: “where is our focus”? Is our focus merely, as Fr. Joachim puts it in his 2018 Lenten 

message, on our personal and communal sinfulness or is it on “the free outpouring of mercy and love from the heart of 

God”? We all know that Lent is a time for „metanoia‟, a turning away from those thoughts, words or actions that 

do not help us in our spiritual growth – to put it simply, turning away from our personal and communal sinful-

ness. But besides this turning away, there is another dimension of metanoia which is a turning towards.  

 To help us better understand this dynamic, I would like to use a Greek story related to Emperor Alexan-

der the Great. It goes somewhat like this: A horse dealer named Philonicus offered a horse to King Philip II for a 

remarkably high sum of 13 talents. The horse, named Bucephalus, was a massive creature with a massive head and 

his breeding was that of the “best Thessalian strain”. However, there was a problem. No 

one was able to tame it. So, Alexander, the twelve-year-old son of King Philip, offered to 

tame Bucepahalus. 

 Alexander was given a chance and he surprised all by subduing it without much ef-

fort. He spoke soothingly to the horse and turned it towards the Sun so that it could no 

longer see its own shadow, which had been the cause of its distress. Dropping his fluttering 

cloak as well, Alexander successfully tamed the horse. Plutarch says that the incident so im-

pressed King Philip that he told the boy, "O my son, look thee out a kingdom equal to and 

worthy of thyself, for Macedonia is too little for thee." 

 Turning towards the true Sun (the Crucified God) will cast all the shadows of our 

life behind us and will make us move forward with much ease. This act of turning towards is what “inspires genu-

ine contrition and repentance….and gratitude” (Fr. Joachim). It will create within us a tremendous interior free-

dom, helping us to widen our circle of love…Macedonia (the space we have created for ourselves) will be too 

little for us!  

As we continue our Lenten journey, I would like to wish all of you a very joyful and 

hope-filled time and that our „turning away‟ and „turning towards‟ during this season 

of Lent will help us to celebrate Easter in a meaningful manner. 

God bless you all! 

Paul Cherukoduth, C.P. 

Vice Provincial  

“…..Macedonia is too little for you” 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings and Peace in the Lord Jesus! 
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 BE A BLESSING 
 Like any other priests I too was so much excited after my 
Ordination about my first appointment. To my surprise I have 
been appointed to Divine Retreat Centre, Muringoor. We are 
about thirteen priests here belonging to different dioceses, reli-
gious congregations. It has been really a blessing to work with 
priests of different age groups and they are all very loving and sup-
portive towards me as I‟m the youngest member here. The days I 
spend here with the Lord I have only one prayer to make;     
“Lord help me to be a blessing to everyone”. 

 
Fr. Jackson Katungathayil   , CP 

 Days of ministry have just begun at the St.Theresa's 

Shrine, Mahe. Lots of pilgrims come in every day and I am there 

to listen to their problems, hear confessions, and to bless. It's 

altogether a new and varied experience as I am planted in a dif-

ferent soil to grow. Ministry is quite challenging and it keeps me 

busy always as I need to be available throughout the day for the 

pilgrims. And parish activities are also part of my ministry as I am 

expected to take lead in them. Hope to come out with a rich min-

istry experience  and memories.    

Fr. Jithin Olattupurath, CP 

 The JPIC seminar for minor seminarians was conducted on Sunday 18th February. It consisted of three 

sessions by Frs. Mejo, CP, Titus CP and Rajan CP respectively. The students were given a topic for essay competi-

tion, that would be submitted by 28th of February. The students were also divided into two groups basing on their 

interest to social and ecological groups. They had a group wise interaction to chart out further action plan them-

selves in consultation with the Local Community and PEACE India.  

CONGRATULATIONS JPIC THOM for launching it‟s 1st E-Magazine. 
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Construction of  New kitchen 

at Passionist parish, Pallipport, 

Kerala is underway. 

Compound wall for St. 

Gemma school, Randham 

Korattur, Tamil Nadu. is 

being constructed  

Celebration of  solemn 

Commemoration of  the 

Passion at Passionist Jyotir 

Bhavan , Bangalore. 

P a s s i o n i s t 

Theologate 

communi ty 

(Jeevadhama) 

outing to 

Mysore 
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Feast of  ST. Gabriel of  Our Lady of  Sor-

rows was celebrated from 9th - 11th of  

February at Ashram JXP, Cochin. Passion-

ist community with the sponsors of  the 

feast.  

Lenten retreat at Passionist Parish, Randham Korattur, Tamil Nadu. 



 

 

St Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, 

(THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID:thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 
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 The Council meets from 1st till 3rd of March at Ashram JXP, Cochin. 

 The Leaders of PASPAC will be meeting in Japan at the Passionist Community in Mefu, Osaka on 13-15, 

March 2018. Fr. Paul will be attending the meeting and is expected to be away from March 12th till the 17th. 

The Leaders Meeting will culminate with the blessing of a new house in Mefu, Osaka to provide better facili-

ties for our aged and infirmed Japanese Passionist brethren. The house is constructed on the grounds beside 

the existing Passionist monastery and retreat house in Takarazuka. 

 We wish Fr. Dennis CP as he leaves for Rome for his studies on the 15th of March. 

 Fr. Jenish will be doing the mission appeals this summer in US. 

Ist Death Anniversary Memorial Mass at Ashram JXP, 

Cochin. And Blessing of  the foundation stone for Fr. Joe 

Van Leeuwen  Memorial Community Hall. 


