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The General Council met in Ss Gio-
vanni e Paolo, Rome from 30 January 
– 10 February 2018. 

During this meeting the Council re-
ceived reports and met with the Gen-
eral Econome: Fr Vincenzo Carletti, 
the General Secretary of the Office for 
Formation: Fr Martin Coffey, the 
President of the Historical Commis-
sion: Fr Alessandro Ciciliani, the 
Vicar/Econome of the Community of 
Ss Giovanni e Paolo: Fr Adiantus Alo-
ysius, the Commission for the Third 
Centenary of the Congregation, the 
2018 General Chapter Preparatory 
Commission, and the Secretary of the 
General Chapter: Fr Mirek Lesiecki. 

During the course of the meeting, the 
Council and visiting Commission 
members joined with the Community 
in celebrating the Feast of the Solemn 
Commemoration of the Passion (9 
February 2018). 

In the past months members of the 
Council have conducted visitations, 
pastoral visits or attended Assemblies 
in Vietnam, Australia, the USA, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Canada, Brazil, Botswana, It-
aly and Indonesia.  

 

The PASPAC Configuration has made a 
commitment to begin a new mission in 
Myanmar (Burma). The mission will be 
discussed and planned during this year 
and there are hopes to commence this new 
outreach for our Congregation in 2019. 

 

A new house is nearing completion 
and will be opened next month in 
Mefu, Osaka, especially to provide bet-
ter facilities and care for our infirmed 
and aged religious. The house is con-
structed on the grounds beside the pre-
sent Community and Retreat House in 
Takarazuka. The house will be offi-
cially opened during the gathering of 
PASPAC Leaders next month. 

 

Since June 2017, the Provincial and the 
four Consultors of SCOR have visited 
the whole Province/Configuration. 
Three communities are scheduled to 
close and a new Infirmary in Lima, 
Peru is to be established. In this same 
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period 102 men have transferred com-
munities and many formation houses 
were reconfigured with new person-
nel. All of the communities of the Prov-
ince have at least three members.  

 

The Province continues its engagement 
in reducing presences. The Provincial 
and Council will be presenting two 
houses in each Region to be considered 
for closure. A consultative opinion will 
be sought at the respective Regional 
Assemblies as to which of the two will 
be closed. The results are expected to 
be announced in March. After the deci-
sions are made, there is still the matter 
of choosing a method to do this and a 
timeline. Several commissions are 
working on issues.  

Renovation work on the Provincial 
House (Scala Sancta) continues and is 
scheduled for completion in May 2018. 

 

The General Council will form a 
Study Group to give advice on the de-
velopment of a new model for the fi-
nancing of the Generalate and for all 
the mission and responsibilities of the 
Superior General and Council.  

 

Both sets of Regulations were analysed, 
discussed and amendments suggested. 

 

Each Configuration is electing dele-
gates under Norms for election that 
are only valid for this forthcoming 
General Chapter. At the General 
Chapter electoral norms for future 
use in Synods and Chapters will be 
developed.  

Once all the delegates to the General 
Chapter are known, the General 
Council will consider the invitation of 
Observers to the Chapter.  

The Moderator for the General Chap-
ter will be Fr Paul Francis Spencer CP 
(PATR). The Superior General and 
Council are grateful for Fr Paul Fran-
cis’ availability and service for the 
Congregation in this significant role. 

We remind delegates who require a 
personal translator to please contact 
the Secretary General. In principle, 
the costs are calculated as part of the 
Chapter.  
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The Congregation will begin the Jubi-
lee Year on 22nd November 2020 and it 
will close on 1st January 2022. The rea-
son for this choice is the historical fact 
that St Paul of the Cross entered the 
cell at Castellazzo on 22nd November 
1720 and left it on 1st January 1721. The 
Jubilee will run over the three years: 
2018 – 2022.  

We are aware that 1st January has its 
own feast (the Mary, Mother of God) 
and for some Provinces this day is 
also in the middle of the holiday 
times. However, it is proposed that 
the official closing date remain as 1st 
January and it be left to each Entity to 
choose a suitable day and event to cel-
ebrate this moment. 

In response to the request for the Ju-
bilee Logo, thirty entries and from all 
parts of the Congregation were re-
ceived for this competition. All con-
tributors will be thanked in a personal 
letter and the official design will be 
unveiled soon. 

A new Passionist Icon has been com-
missioned for the Jubilee and will be 
used extensively during the three 
years of celebration. The Icon will be 
taken across the six Configurations 

for use by communities for devotions 
and catechesis.  

Entries are still being received for the 
Jubilee Song. The deadline for these 
contributions is August 2018. 

A short one-hour docu-fiction about 
St Paul of the Cross is being discussed 
in partnership with EWTN (Eternal 
Word Television Network) which is a 
major, worldwide Catholic television 
network and broadcasts through 144 
countries reaching 230 million fami-
lies. Ms Elisabetta Valgiusti is the di-
rector and producer. It is planned that 
this project will be ready in time for 
our Jubilee celebrations and will be 
available in various languages.  

A special Passionist Holy Year and an 
audience with the Holy Father in 2020 
is being requested.  

Dialogue with the Cathedra Gloria 
Crucis is in process to investigate the 
possibility of an International Theo-
logical Congress in Rome as a signifi-
cant event of the Jubilee. This Con-
gress will be international, inter-cul-
tural and multi-lingual.  

 

The reports from the six Configura-
tion Study Teams have been received 
and studied by members of the Prep-
arations Commission.  
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The Council and Commission had ex-
tensive discussion on preparations to 
date. Further information will come 
from the Commission in the form of a 
letter and survey to the members of 
the Congregation. 

The Chapter Preparatory Commis-
sion will meet again in Rome in April 
together with the Moderator. During 
this time, the Jubilee Commission, 
and the Extended Council will also 
meet. 

 

 

 

  

The General Secretary 
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