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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings! 

As you pick up this issue of PIANO, my hope and prayer is that you are all having a good time out there doing 

what you do well (age quod agis)!  

Several weeks have passed since our annual retreat. As an introduction to the retreat, the preacher asked all of us to 

reflect on what we were looking from the retreat or what grace we were hoping to receive. Among the many possi-

ble hopes, desires and graces that each retreatant might have hoped for from the retreat, the preacher was quick to 

tell all of us that it was important we focused on the most important grace one needed at that time – “non multa sed 

multum”, not many things but much (only one thing)! I am sure that at the end of the retreat each one was able to 

say: “yes it was a good retreat because I was able to focus on the most essential grace that I stood in need of at this 

time”! 

As we have already entered into this new year and are engaged in various ministries and have undertaken myriad 

responsibilities, big and small, it is possible that we can feel a sense of disintegration and ‘dividedness’ in ourselves 

and can easily dissipate the energy derived from the retreat. So, it is important that we take time off every now and 

then to refocus ourselves by focusing on the ‘one thing necessary’ and everything else will fall into place! 

The above-mentioned spiritual maxim, normally attributed to the Jesuits (may be it aligns quite nicely with other 

things in the Ignatian spirituality), provides an important shield to protect ourselves from dissipating our spiritual 

(and, may be, our physical energy as well) energy. The quality with which a task is done – the ‘multum’ness of it – 

can be more important than the sheer quantity of the tasks a person completes.  

I remember a casual conversation between two Indian bishops. One was from South India, where there are many 

Catholics and is a Church with long tradition and history and the other was North India, a young missionary 

Church with Catholics far and between. The Bishop from the South was saying how he took only one hour to give 

confirmation to a hundred youth while the Bishop from the north said he took about two hours to confirm twenty 

youth!!!! ‘Non multa sed multum’! 

 Archbishop Romero said: “We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables 

us to do something and do it very well.” Or as Mother Theresa is wont to put it: “We cannot do great things on this 

earth; but we can only do little things with great love.” Many have reached great sanctity following this maxim, in-

cluding our own St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin. 

So, dear brothers and sisters, my wish for you all is that you may continue to do what you do well (age quod agis) and 

that you may be able to focus on the most essential and everything else will follow! 

God bless, 

Paul Cherukoduth, CP 

Vice Provincial 
 

“Non multa sed multum” &  

“Age quod agis” 
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BIRTHDAY 

SEBASTIAN K X  21 

FEAST DAYS 

Gone but not forgotten 
First Death Anniversary of  Fr. Joe Van Leeuwen, C.P. 

We are coming to the first anniversary of the passing on of Fr. Joe. There will be a memorial Mass on 28th Febru-

ary 2018 at the Passionist Community in Cochin. 

Fr. Joe’s legacy may be summed up in one phrase: “A People Person”. We can’t think of Fr. Joe other than who he 

was to so many people -- a good brother, a faithful friend, an active listener -- one who simply liked to be around 

people but also someone who people enjoyed being around as well. It meant being available to all and sundry. St. 

Paul’s words can aptly describe the kind of message that Fr. Joe became in himself – “I have become all things to 

all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share 

in its blessings.”  

The Passionist Community in Cochin was truly blessed to have Fr. Joe as its leader for many years and, one might 

safely say that, the whole of greater Cochin was blessed indeed to have Fr. Joe. He was part and parcel of so many 

gatherings in and around Cochin like birthdays, baptisms, first communions, weddings and funerals. It is within 

this context, and although he had other plans for his future, we need to understand why it was important for Fr. 

Joe to say the final farewell and pass on from Cochin. People who gathered in their hundreds, from the young and 

the old, priests and nuns, rich and poor, auto drivers and shopkeepers, to bid the last adieu was a clear sign of the 

deep impact he had created through his mere friendly presence. Yes, he has gone to his Master for his eternal re-

ward but not forgotten by those left behind to carry on his legacy in their respective life situations. 

Requiescat in Pace! 

GEORGE 10 

SIBY 14 

ANTONY XAVIER 19 

SONY 25 

FEBRUARY 

ORDINATIONS 

COMMEMORATION 

OF THE PASSION 

09 

ASH WEDNESDAY 14 

ST. GEBRIAL 27 
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THOM Participants of  Annual Retreat  with the preacher Most 

Rev. Francis Serrao S. J, Bishop of  Shimoga at Passionist Jyothir 

Bhavan, Carmalaram, Bangalore. 

THOM Economes meet at Jyothir Bhavan  on the 8th January 
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Ordinations 

Fr. Jithin was 
ordained on 
the 4th of 
January at 
Basilica of 

our Lady of 
Snow,  

Pallipuram, 
Kerala. 

Fr. Jackson 
was ordained 
on the 6th of 

January at  
St. Xavier’s 

Church, 
Azheekal, 

Kerala  
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St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

Republic day 

celebrations 

at our St. 

Gemma 

School,  

Randham, 

Old Kitchen in our Parish (Palliport ) is being demolished. New kitchen is to be built in 

next few months. 


