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Haiti:  The Heroes of Burial Road 

By Catherine Porter Photos &
Video: Daniel Berehulak 

Many in the Passionist Family
have already heard about and
read this in-depth and powerfully
written piece in the New York
Times featuring the work of the
Passionists in Haiti and their
Haitian partners.  If you haven't

read it, please take a few minutes and read it now. The online version includes
many stunning photos and videos. 

 
Three Passionist priests in Haiti:  Enzo Del Brocco, C.P., Richard Frechette, C.P., and Hugo Esparza, C.P. 
Read the article here or download as a PDF file here.

http://mailchi.mp/d5e03fb5eede/jan18newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.passionistjpic.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/13/world/americas/haiti-death-funerals.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/13/world/americas/haiti-death-funerals.html
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/91d28dd8b8502f595f66aa793/files/f08817c4-e6d1-4b87-aade-2b891991c28b/NY_Times_Tending_to_Haiti_12.13.17.pdf


New Year's Revolution 

A reflection from Kyle Kramer, the
Executive Director of the Passionist Earth
& Spirit Center in Louisville, Kentucky. 

From my perspective, our culture needs
more than just New Year's resolutions - we
need a New Year's revolution. From the
gulf between the poor and the ultra-rich, to
the stresses and strains we place on the
natural world, to our dysfunctional politics,
to our social isolation and alienation, to our
ill-health in body, soul and spirit - we need
massive, revolutionary changes to bring
about a flourishing society and a healthy
planet.  
  
I suspect, however, that we can't bring
about such a revolution with street

barricades and the like. I believe in a great irony: that as much as we may need
large-scale change, we will likely only get there by starting small - not by trying to
create a movement, but by trying (with imperfectness and failures) to allow healing
into our own lives and to knit our communities back together, relationship by
relationship. The revolution I dream of will be born by millions of small but
courageous acts of kindness and compassion, in the fierce urgency of now.  
  
The word revolution means to turn around, which reminds me of the Greek word for
repentance, metanoia, whose literal meaning is to change one's mind and heart by
turning around and facing a new direction. As we turn around to face the New Year,
my hope and prayer is that we may turn from our anger, fear, and judgment (of self
and others) and toward all that is beautiful, loving, and gentle. That kind of revolution
would be truly radical, and it can begin with even a few moments of quiet solitude
each day. Bring on the revolution!

Excerpts Following Pope Francis' 
World Day of Peace Message 

1. "Let us embrace all those fleeing from war and hunger, or forced by discrimination,



persecution, poverty and environmental
degradation to leave their homelands." 

2. "Why so many refugees and
migrants? To this date, the new century
has registered no real breakthrough:
armed conflicts and other forms of
organized violence continue to trigger
the movement of peoples within national
borders and beyond. ... Those who, for
what may be political reasons, foment
fear of migrants instead of building
peace are sowing violence, racial

discrimination and xenophobia, which are matters of great concern for all those
concerned for the safety of every human being." 

3. "The wisdom of faith fosters a contemplative gaze that recognizes that all of us
'belong to one family, migrants and the local populations that welcome them, and all
have the same right to enjoy the goods of the earth, whose destination is universal,
as the social doctrine of the Church teaches.' [BENEDICT XVI] ... When we turn that
gaze to migrants and refugees, we discover that they do not arrive empty-handed. 
They bring their courage, skills, energy and aspirations, as well as the treasures of
their own cultures; and in this way, they enrich the lives of the nations that receive
them.  We also come to see the creativity, tenacity and spirit of sacrifice of the
countless individuals, families and communities around the world who open their
doors and hearts to migrants and refugees, even where resources are scarce." 

4.  Four mileposts for action with refugees and immigrants:  Welcoming, Protecting,
Promoting and Integrating.  "Saint Paul expresses it in these words: “You are no
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people.” 

5.  "It is my heartfelt hope this spirit will guide the process that in the course of 2018
will lead the United Nations to draft and approve two Global Compacts, one for safe,
orderly and regular migration and the other for refugees.  As shared agreements at a
global level, these compacts will provide a framework for policy proposals and
practical measures.  For this reason, they need to be inspired by compassion,
foresight and courage, so as to take advantage of every opportunity to advance the
peace-building process.  Only in this way can the realism required of international
politics avoid surrendering to cynicism and to the globalization of indifference." 



6 ."Let us draw inspiration from the words of Saint John Paul II: 'If the dream of a
peaceful world is shared by all, if the refugees’ and migrants’ contribution is properly
evaluated, then humanity can become more and more a universal family and our
earth a true common home’. Throughout history, many have believed in this “dream”,
and their achievements are a testament to the fact that it is no mere utopia." 

Read the entire message here.

Lenten Resources
Selected Lenten Resources          

From the Franciscan Action
Network   
From Pax Christi USA (e-
version)
From the Ignatian Tradition 
From Methodist Church
General Commission on
Religion and Race

Think About It:   A Helpful Guide to Overcoming
Consumerism

"Owning less brings great
benefit to our lives: less
stress, less debt, more
time, more freedom.
But wanting less brings
even more."  From the
article by Joshua Becker.   

 

Get the article here 
Photo:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/dno1967b/

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2017/11/24/171124e.html
https://franciscanaction.org/article/lenten-resources-2017
http://paxchristiusa.3dcartstores.com/LENT-BOOKLET_c_21.html
http://jesuits.org/news-detail?tn=news-20160203022417
http://www.gcorr.org/roll-down-justice-a-lenten-biblical-reflection/
http://www.becomingminimalist.com/consumer-isnt/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dno1967b/


Mark Your Calendars! Ecumenical Advocacy Day 
A World Uprooted: Responding to Migrants, Refugees and Displaced People 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2018
will focus on uprootedness in our
world.  Participants will analyze
current policy and envision ways
to more fully and justly respond to
the global and local needs of

displaced communities. Through prayer, worship, advocacy training, and networking,
participants will seek policy changes that advance hope and overcome the
devastating impacts of conflict, climate change and corruption on God’s people. 

Join this important work in the nation’s capital at this year’s gathering, “A World
Uprooted,” from April 20-23, 2018.                                

More information and registration

 
Linking Justice and Peace in the Lectionary

The following homily resources are from the
Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM).
The Passionist JPIC office collaborates with
other community JPIC offices and we would
love to see other homily resources coming from
the Passionist charism. Contact the Passionist

JPIC office if you would like to contribute.  If you yourself do not give homilies please
consider sharing these resources with a local priest. 

Sunday, Jan. 7th by Don Timmerman, Catholic Worker  
Sunday, Jan. 14th by Diane Bergant, CSA

Be sure to forward this newsletter to friends who would be interested in the work of

Forward to a Friend

https://advocacydays.org/2018-a-world-uprooted/
mailto:david@earthandspiritcenter.org?subject=Justice%20Lectionary
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QUO6pTsUfCGknt1k0eZZWiayXlBBFE1x
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=fnRs5QqyXvluDDD5SZrcOSayXlBBFE1x
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=91d28dd8b8502f595f66aa793&id=e10f16410d&e=[UNIQID]


Passionist JPIC North America.  We'll be happy to add them to our mailing list. You can
update your mailing preferences for this list using the link below.  Thank you!
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