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PASPAC Assembly 
Dear Brothers and sisters, 

As I pen these few lines, I happen to be in Australia attending the biennial Assembly of the Pas-

sionists from the Asia and Pacific region called PASPAC Configuration. The Assembly is being 

held at the beautiful campus of the Passionist Community of Holy Cross Centre in Temple-

stowe, Melbourne. The meetings began on the 20th of November and will finish on 29 Novem-

ber. 

The delegates to the Assembly come from China, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines, South 

Korea and Vietnam besides the Passionist brethren from Australia, the hosting country. Also 

participating are two Passionists from the CPA Configuration in Africa and Fr. Sabinus Lohin, 

CP the General Consultor and Fr. Vincenzo Carletti, the General Econome. 

This time the Assembly does not have a central theme for its meeting. However, it is packed 

with very important issues to be dealt with as the meetings progress. Apart from the issues per-

taining to the various commissions on Personnel, Formation, Finance and JPIC, the General 

Assembly will deal with topics such as, the community dimension of the economy  (the General Econome), 

the invitations from the bishops of Myanmar (Burma) for a foundation of our Congregation in that country, the 

importance of Professional Standards in our life and Ministry, the celebration of the 300th Anniversary of the 

foundation of the Congregation, the review of the Statutes of the Configuration, working on a final document with 

a clear visioning for the Configuration to be presented to the General Chapter Preparatory Commission and, 

finally, to elect the President, Vice President and the Executive Secretary for the next two years and to set the 

place, date and theme of the 2019 Assembly. 

Apart from the serious business of debates and deliberations, these Assemblies always provide 

occasion to meet brethren from the various parts of the Configuration and to feel a sense of 

brotherhood that is made possible through the sharing of the one Charism – the memory of the 

Passion of Christ and a passion for humanity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and care with which the community has maintained the surrounding property bear ample testi-

mony to its loving attention in nurturing such a pristine natural treasure.  

As we look forward to the 2018 General Chapter and, as we prepare for the 2020 3rd Centenary 

of the foundation of the Congregation, I hope and pray that we may carry on nurturing the 

Charism given to us by God through the person of our founder, Paul of the Cross, and that it 

may continue to bear much fruit by means of our apostolic endeavours.    

God bless you all. 

Yours in JXP, 

 

Having attended a number of PASPAC assem-

blies, I have come to appreciate the special colour 

and flavour that the hosting entity usually brings 

to these gatherings. What struck me about the Ho-

ly Cross Centre is the way the Passionist commu-

nity here has acknowledged the original owners of 

the land on which it stands namely, the 

Wurundjeri people of the Kalin nation. The plaque 

at the entrance  of the monastery and the  love 

Paul Cherukoduth, CP  

Vice Provincial    

 



Page 2  PIANO November,  2017  Volume 4, Issue 11  

BIRTHDAYS 

AJESH 04 

BENZEN 06 

NAMBIKAI 07 

JACKSON 07 

LOUIS 12 

JOSE 28 

FEBIN 28 

UPDATES 

ORDINATION 

 

Immaculate conception 08 

Bl. Bernard Mary 09 

Nativity of the Lord 25 

Holy family 31 

DECEMBER 

FEAST DAYS 

Bruno 04 

 

We welcome back Fr. Louis who would join 

the Jyotir Bhavan Community in Bangalore at 

the beginning of December  and afterwards 

will look at several options to do his doctoral 

thesis in Philosophy in India. 

 

Fr. Rajan 

joins  the 

community 

in Randham, 

Tamil Nadu 

and will be 

helping out 

with the 

school min-

istry  

PASPAC Assembly at Holy Cross Centre in Templestowe, Melbourne.  
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My diaconate ministry in a pilgrim centre 
 

I remember a conversation with my rector at our theology house when he asked me about my interest in the 
area of ministry. And I told him that I was interested to be part of the retreat preaching team. Years have 
elapsed and now I am doing my diaconate ministry at St. Antony's Church in Arookkutty, a well known pil-
grim centre where people flock from different places. 
 
Ever since I have come to this church, I have witnessed so many retreats, healing ministries conducted here for 
the people. Besides these ministries there are also people coming here to pray every day and I get an oppor-
tunity to talk to them, to be with them, and also pray with them. 
 
Over the past few months here, I have really experienced the warmth of God's love, care, and concern for me 
through various people who have come to pray in this church. Each time a retreat or healing ministry is con-
ducted here, I also spend more time in prayer, praying for the preachers as well as for the people. I am happy 
to be here mostly because I get amble of time to be with the Lord in prayer. As I am preparing for my Ordina-
tion, I think I am truly blessed with a ministry place where prayer is given the top most priority. 
 
I am grateful to Fr. Antony Thambi, the parish priest here, who has been an inspiration and a guide, in mould-
ing me and encouraging me on the way to the priesthood. I am grateful to God for having chosen this place for 
my diaconate ministry. I will be always grateful God as he is faithful to his chosen ones.  
 
Jackson  
Arookkutty 
Kerala 
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  ‘Preach Word of God, if necessary use words’ were the words of St.Francis of Assisi.  I find lot many expe-

riences of my diaconate ministry, resembling with the words of this great saint. I left for my diaconate minis-

try with a notion that it’s all going to be about breaking God’s word from the pulpit, and administering the 

sacraments in the Church. Perhaps it would be the perspectives some of us carry within us. But the six months 

I spent in a place called ‘Monvila’ as a deacon, helped me to rework on the preconceived ideas I had about the 

diaconate ministry. You preach Word of God not just through words from the altar but you do it so meaning-

fully through the very life you live wherever you are placed. The ministry I did in St.Joseph’s Church, Vikas 

Nagar along with the service in Yuvadeepthi press was enriching and lively. The parish which consisted of 80 

families was happy to receive me as a deacon into their parish. The special care and love of each parishioner 

made me feel at home each time I went in there for ministry. Often I myself was rejuvenated and excited 

about my service through the presence of a small but very active set of youngsters. All these varied experienc-

es and feelings, I think, would be so beneficial in the days to come as I prepare myself to be ordained.  

     As I rendered my service in Yuvadeepthi press for six months, it was pleasant feeling to realize that I be-

come a tower of consolation and a help to others. The press had all together nine working staff with whom I 

joined and worked for nearly six months. Even if we do not do any herculean tasks out there, our mere pres-

ence with a pleasant attitude could reduce the friction and stress of the works here. This how, I could put in a 

nutshell the experiences of ministry in the press along with my ministry in the parish. Evangelization does 

happen not just through our words but more through us and our actions. 

Jithin  

Monvila 

Kerala 
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 Missioning and Welcoming 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

TO BE A MESSENGER OF THE PASSION 

Welcoming of Fr. Roy in Jamaica, West indies. Fr. Roy  

with Frs. Paschal,  Benzen and Archbishop Charlce Dufour  

 

Missioning of Frs. Roy as a missionsary to Jamaica, West indies and Tomy as a member of Passionist community at Highgate, London 


