
Dear Brothers and sisters, 

For the past few weeks, world attention has been focused on the destructive forces of hurricane Harvey and Irma. 

They caused massive destruction in the Caribbean Islands and in the in the United States of America. Although 

not on a large scale as Harvey or Irma, we also witnessed here in India devastations caused by the torrential rains, 

especially in Mumbai. Mexico too had its share of sufferings as powerful earthquakes shook its southern coast and, 

more recently, in central Mexico leaving a trail of devastation and the loss of many human lives.   

It is an irony that all these disasters which have occurred over the past few weeks, have happened in the period in 

which the Church is calling on all of us to mark the whole of September leading up to the 4th of October, the 

feast of St. Francis of Assisi, as a season of prayer and action for the care of creation. Besides the loss of hundreds 

of precious human lives, the destruction of properties and means of livelihood, the economic impact caused by 

these disasters is yet to be ascertained. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those who have lost their lives as 

well as those who are seriously affected by these calamities. The season of prayer and action must continue.  

In this context, it is imperative that we acknowledge in humility the part we have played for the negative effects of 

climate change. It is obvious that climate change affects all of us but especially the poorest and most vulnerable of 

us. Already there are upwards of 30 million people that have been termed “climate refugees” because their homes 

have been displaced by rising sea levels and by violent storms like Harvey and Irma.  

When some of the world leaders and those who have enormous economic interests are on the denial mode as far 

as climate change is concerned, the “Season of Creation” is a call to all of us to champion our responsibility to care 

for the environment, or as Pope Francis calls it: Our Common Home. In answering the call of the Church what 

can we do to make a difference? We can pledge ourselves to: 1. Pray for and with creation, 2. Live more simply 

and 3. Advocate to protect Our Common Home. 

At this juncture, I would like to acknowledge with gratitude all those who have worked hard in the field of JPIC in 

our Vice Province as well as those working in other parts of our Congregation. Although there has been a period 

of inactivity, I am glad to note that the JPIC Commission in the Vice Province is working to re-activate its plan of 

action in the coming days. 

As I wish God’s abundant blessings on all of you, I pray that, through the intercession of Our Lady of Sorrows, 

the principal patron of our Congregation whose feast we celebrated this month, you may enjoy health of mind and 

body and that all our efforts for the care of Our Common Home may bear much fruit for the years to come.  

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Paul Cherukoduth CP 

Vice provincial 
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BIRTHDAYS 

JIFFIN 04 

SUGUN 14 

DEVARAJ 30 

St Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, 
(THOM) 
Congregation of the Passion, 
Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 
Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 
Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 
Email ID:thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 
clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

UPDATES 

FEAST DAYS 

 

SIBY 03 

DENNIS 03 

RAJAN 03 

BINU 07 

MAHENDRA 10 

SONY 14 

September 

OCTOBER 

ST.Innocent Canoura 09 

St. Paul of the Cross 19 

We are happy to welcome back Fr. Xavier Ubagaras-

wamy CP. He is attending  a couple of  refresher 

program in Bangalore and  Lonavala, India. And he 

would join Sadhana Sanchar Trust to be part of  the 

social outreach with sr. Pushpanjali and team for 

one year in Bhopal, central India. 

Muthappan Cp with probable candidates from 

Imphal, North East India. 

Jerald Cp with the school children  Imphal, North 

East India. 

Feast  day celebrations at Passionist parish Palliport, kerala, India. 
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OUTCOME OF THE SUPERIOR’S MEET AND TRAINING PROGRAM 

St. Thomas Vice Province Superiors gathered together for an intensive training Program on Leadership during which Fr. 

Joe Mathias, S.J., presented an excellent paper on “Transformative leadership to animate community for Apostolic Mis-

sion”. This was followed by an exposition of Fr. Joachim Rego’s “Circular Letter on Community Life”. Closely following 

these two inputs, after reviewing the community life in their respective communities the superiors deliberated some practi-

cal course of actions. 

Fr. Joe Mathias in his presentation of “Transformative Leadership” drove home the idea that: 

 Leadership in Christianity is based on the Memory of Jesus. This special kind of Leadership produces a community of 

love, justice, equality, compassion, sacrifice, services, reconciliation, peace and unity. It is through Table fellowship 

(Eucharist) and way of the cross, this community of the people of God is established (p.1) 

 There is a paradigm shift in leadership in the church today. Today, the church focuses on being a poor church for the 

poor, exercising mercy and compassion, always in dialogue, promoting justice and peace and ecology, marking the end 

of clericalism (p.2). 

 The primary identity of a transformative leader is to be a disciple of Christ. This is achieved by formation of a charac-

ter, moral and spiritual integrity. A transformative leader is a Christ centered servant leader. His vocation and mission is 

in continuity with inspiring biblical persons (pp. 4-8). 

 These considerations give rise to the following qualities of a transformed leader: 

 It is our Hope that our leader is a visionary characterized by commitment and confidence in every decision. He has 

positive attitude in exercising, sharing and delegating responsibilities. He is modest in understanding of life and crisis in 

community. He is approachable at any time, listens and communicates freely. He acknowledges and rewards the good-

ness of everyone in the community and is forgiving and empathetic. He leads from the front and stands along in dis-

cerning the vision and mission of the congregation.  (pp.9-10) 

Fr. Paul Cherukoduth, in expounding Fr. General’s exhortation to community life pointed out: 

 Fraternal community has enormous power to call people together. There is a yearning for companionship, acceptance, 

respect, harmony and working together, instead of being a boarding house (p 1) 
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  Pope Francis emphasises a spirituality of communion (p.2) 

 The primary Apostolate of Passionist life is the call to live in community. 

 We enhance the witness value of our community living through unity, harmony, acceptance, inclusion and co-operation 

for a common value. (p.3) 

 Our communities have to be places of healing through fraternal care and growth against the negative impact of hurts 

and conflicts, cynicism and sarcasm through the sacrament and preaching of reconciliation (p.4,5&6) 

 We respond genuinely to the grace of conversion gifted to us with great trust and confidence. (p.6) 

 For further reading, Fr. Paul went on present to the superiors the following resources. A) Jeffrey Krames, Lead with Hu-

mility: 12 Leadership lessons from Pope Francis, Amacom 2014. B) Congregation For Institutes of Consecrated Life and Socie-

ties of Apostolic Life, New Wine in new Wineskins, 2017. 

After having reviewed their respective communities, the superiors recommended the following course of actions: 

OUR CHARISM 
We, commit Ourselves to live together a life inspired by the Passion and are eager to communicate the same in an organized 
manner.  Our Charism is experienced in our community life through our prayer together, traditions, teachings, daily work, 
celebration of the feasts, meeting with the people around us in our ministry etc. Our life has to be coloured by our charism 
and expressed in simple and tangible ways. It needs periodical personal revival with one’s own willingness and commitment.  
Actions: 
Improve community life through:  

 Respecting individuals and finding goodness in each other  

 Caring and supporting one another 

 personal and interior contemplation to know our charism in a deeper level 

 giving more ministry exposure to share our charism and seminars to update it in formation 

 Making efforts in our communities to feed and take care of the poor 

 Make our retreat program more ‘Passionistic’ 
SPIRITUAL LIFE AND PRAYER 

It was expressed that the formation communities have adequate time for liturgy and prayer but the ministerial communities 

are limited in this area. Serious attention need to be taken to overcome this aspect. We witness to our candidates and each 

other through our presence for the spiritual exercises regularly.  

Actions:  

 Make the chapel and the time table more conducive and attractive for prayer 

 The Liturgy of hours is an obligation by our Ordination and we need to be committed to observe it. 

 Ministerial communities have to establish regular pattern of spiritual and liturgical activities. 

 Faith sharing, spiritual exercises and recollection days can be organized 

 Nearby communities can come together to have recollections, confessions, and prayer 

COMMUNITY 

Community offers personal support through regular chats, table fellowship and spiritual activities. These need to be reviewed 

by regular community meetings with set agenda and proper communication. We need to keep a balance between our com-

munity observances and ministerial demands. 

Everyone in the community has a personal responsibility to be accountable of oneself and each other about his life and min-

istry. At times, the Superior may call for accountability through care-fronting and fraternal corrections. Regular updating of 

the community activities by the superior and the administrator will ensure smooth functioning and proper use of temporal 

goods.  

Actions:   

 Exercises like Faith-sharing, Lectio Divina etc. are encouraged 

 Being available to one another and community commitments. 

 Respect community life and honour it 

 safeguard the identity and confidentiality of each community and persons. 
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ONAM CELEBRATION AT ST. GEMMA 

NOVITIATE, NILAMBUR 

 

 

ONAM CELEBRATION 

AT GNANA NILAYA, 

BHOPAL 

 

Fr. Antony Chiramal CP joins the Jeevadha-
ma community.  

Fr. Maria Edwin Jenish CP joins the  Jyotir 

Bhavan community. 


