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  September

     Birthdays

2 Alfonso San Juan
6 Don Webber
10 John Monzyk
17 Jack Conley 
18 Carl Hund
 Kurt Wernert  
22 Richard Parks 

    
     Professions

2 Ray Sanchez
3 David Colhour
 Phil Paxton
8 Cedric Pisegna 
10 Kurt Wernert
15 Carl Hund
 Patricio Manosalvas
 Joseph Barbieri
30 Antonio Curto

Updates...
• The province golf outing, Tee It Up for the Passionists!, is Thursday, 

September 7. Please pray for good weather and a successful outing! 

• Please keep Emmet Linden in your prayers. Emmet died on Sunday, 
September 3 at the age of 95. May he rest in God’s peace and love. 

• Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center is hosting a A Day of Reflection 
on Bereavement, Wednesday, September 13. Click here for more 
information. 

• Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center’s annual Harvest on the Hill 
auction and dinner is Saturday, October 21. The theme this year is An 
Evening in Paradise. Click here for more information. 

• St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat and Conference Center in 
Detroit is hosting a one-day retreat, Mother of Sorrows: Grief Day 
Retreat on Friday, September 15, the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. 
Click here for more information. 

• The Fall semester at Catholic Theological Union begins September 6. 
We wish our professed student, Nicholas Divine, and Passionist 
faculty, Don Senior and Robin Ryan, an enriching and successful 
semester!

     
     September   8 
        Nativity of Mary

      September   14
          Exaltation of the Cross

      September   15 
          Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows

      September   24
          St. Vincent Strambi, C.P.

LOOKING FORWARD...

The Passionists
of Holy Cross Province

1420 Renaissance Drive, Ste. 312 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Submit news to Claire Smith
csmith@passionistmonastery.org
Address changes to Loretta Ciesielski

loretta@cppo.org

https://holynameretreatcenter.com/events/day-of-reflection-on-bereavement-wednesday-september-13-2017/
https://materdolorosa.org/harvest-on-the-hill/
https://www.stpaulretreat.org/event/2066/
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Sebastian MacDonald (l) and Simon Herbers 
check out the eclipse in Louisville.

Enno Dango is teaching at the University of 
Notre Dame this Fall. The course was designed 

by Enno and is titled Catholicism and 
Non-Christian Religions.

Photo Ops... 

(l-r) John Patrick Day, Denis McGowan and 
Paul Hata at Leonard Kosatka’s funeral. Paul 

attended on behalf of the Passionists in Japan,  
and John Patrick celebrated the Mass.

In Louisville, the St. Agnes Connection 
Committee meets monthly to plan activities 

where parishioners and Passionists at 
Sacred Heart can get together and connect 

with one another. 

Alfonso San Juan celebrated his 88th birthday 
on September 2, with the local community 

in Louisville.
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Houston meets Harvey...

As you know, Hurricane Harvey has unleashed tremendous 
devastation along the Gulf coast in Texas and Louisiana, 
including the Houston metro area.

Ronan Newbold, a member of our Houston Passionist 
Community, stated that, “Our property was covered with 
water, but so far no water got into our buildings…we are in 
good condition.” Unfortunately, the larger Houston 
community has not been so lucky.

The Passionists of Holy Cross Province have established a 
designated fund to be used in helping people in the 
Houston area. If you would like to donate, please click here 
to do so online and select “Houston Disaster Relief” from 
the drop-down menu. 100% of the proceeds will go to 
disaster relief.

Cedric Pisegna preached the daily Mass on EWTN Tuesday, 
August 22, the feast of The Queenship of Mary. Cedric met 
with programming executives about airing his programs on 
St. Paul of the Cross, the Passionist saints and Mary. He 
received a good response and hopes to produce a parish 
mission for airing on EWTN in the future.

(l-r) Fr. Leonard Mary, EWTN Employee Chaplain; 
Cedric Pisegna and Justin Nelson.

More Photo Ops... 

Several of the Passionist “Prepsters,” formerly from Mother 
of Good Counsel, Warrenton, MO, gather for dinner at 
Syberg’s restaurant near St Louis. 

Clockwise from Lower Left:
Mike Moll, ’67; Pat Brueggen, ’70; Phil Jackson (Province 
Development Office); Ray Alonzo, ’69; Craig Franklin,’70; 
Fr. John Schork, C.P., ‘67; and Charlie Korman, ’71.

https://passionist.org/make-a-donation/
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50th Jubilee Celebrations...
       Don Senior, Chicago, Illinois

Friends, family and colleagues of Don Senior gathered at St. Vincent Strambi Community for an afternoon 
open house on Sunday, August 27, to celebrate his 50th Jubilee of Ordination. The 50 or so participants had a 
wonderful time socializing and sharing in the festive culinary talents of Jack Conley.

Don enjoys the conversation in the living room, 
or as Chicagoans like to call it, “the frunchroom.”

John Schork and Sebastian MacDonald take a 
break at the open house.

John Monzyk, Louisville, Kentucky 

On Sunday, July 16, the Passionist Family at Sacred Heart Monastery hosted a celebration to honor John 
Monzyk’s 50th Jubilee of Profession. Mass was celebrated at St. Agnes, and a reception followed in the 
monastery dining room.  Jack Conley celebrated Mass and the entire congregation joined in blessing John for 
his vocation as a Passionist brother. Many thanks to the monastery staff, volunteers and the Connection 
Committee at St. Agnes for the delicious food, decorations and an all-around wonderful day.

John Monzyk thanked everyone at Mass. A reception for John was held at 
Sacred Heart Monastery.



With gratitude...

Mike Higgins and John Rockenbach at Mass. Benefactors at Mass in the amphitheater.

Soohoon Hur (r) listens during 
one of the sessions.

Chris Gibson talks with one of the attendees.

Chris Gibson and Soohoon Hur participated in the July “Life Awareness Retreat”at Holy Name Passionist 
Retreat Center in Houston, while Alfredo Ocampo participated in the July, “Vengan y Vean Retreat” also at 
Holy Name. These annual vocation retreats are co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, the 
Houston Serra Clubs and the Passionists.

Vocations...

Page 5

On Sunday, August 6, Passionist hospitality was gratefully bestowed upon donors at Mater Dolorosa 
Passionist Retreat Center.  A special Mass in their honor was celebrated in the hillside amphitheater.  Mass 
was celebrated by Michael Higgins, Retreat Director, and assisted by John Rockenbach. Following Mass, 
everyone enjoyed a delicious lunch prepared and served by the kitchen staff. 



Things are Happening in Louisville... 

The replacement of one of the pre-Civil War pillars at the entrance to Sacred Heart Monastery was made 
possible by the extraordinary generosity of our donors. The pillar suffered extensive water damage and was 
endangering the safety and stability of the front portico. The new pillar was built and delivered to Sacred 
Heart Monastery in July.  On August 8, the crew arrived to remove the old pillar and install the new one. 
The next project on the list is protecting the new and old pillars with a coat of specialty paint.  Click here to 
watch the video of the removal and installation of the pillar. 

 The brick design is carried throughout the plaza. The new accessibility ramp will allow visitors to 
enjoy the plaza and enter the church more easily.

The brick design and landscaping provide 
a warm welcome to church.

Parishioners check out the new plaza at the 
entrance to St. Agnes Church.

St. Agnes Parish has completed the first phase of its planned renovations. Phase One was specifically 
aimed at reconstructing the front steps of the church, expanding the plaza and building a better 
accessibility ramp.  The dedication for this new plaza will be Sunday, September 17, at 10:30 a.m.
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The new pillar is in and secured.The old pillar being removed.

https://passionist.org/pillars-of-the-community/


Wetlands... 
After more than 15 months of planning and preparation, Sacred Heart Monastery and the Passionist Earth 
& Spirit Center have installed two of the largest urban wetlands in Louisville.  Construction took place from 
August 28 – August 31, under the direction of nationally known wetlands designer Thomas Biebighauser. 
The wetlands, valued at $70,000, were installed at no charge because of a collaboration with the Sheltowee 
Environmental Education Coalition and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Wetlands serve valuable ecological functions, such as filtering storm water and providing habitat for a greater 
diversity of plant and animal species.  These wetlands will also serve educational purposes, as a living labora-
tory for local school students, universities, and Earth & Spirit Center participants.  The wetlands are part of 
a larger effort to rehabilitate the 21-acre Passionist property in Louisville through invasive species removal, 
planting of native species, hosting refugee gardeners from East Africa (on the old reclaimed Passionist potato 
patch!), installing pollinator gardens and many other projects.

We believe that Francis Cusack, who so loved the Passionist property in Louisville and was inspired by the 
late Herbert Tillman, has been the guardian angel over this project since his death last year.  Francis, we’re 
grateful for your intercession!  

The remnants of Hurricane Harvey reached Louisville on September 1, 
providing a natural jump-start to filling in the wetlands with water.

Alumni Corner... 
Who:   All Passionist formation alumni are welcome.
When:   Friday, September 29 through 
   Sunday, October 1, 2017.
Where: Aloysius Hall at St. Agnes Church 
   Louisville, Kentucky.
Cost:    $65.00

Accommodations: 
Holiday Inn Express, 1921 Bishop Lane, Louisville, KY 40218.  
(502 )456-4411. 

This is the same place booked for the 2014 Reunion, just changed ownership.  There is a contracted 
rate of $99.00 for reunion attendees. Rooms are being filled, so please make hotel arrangements 
with them as soon as possible.  

If you or someone you know is a Passionist Alumnus, please contact us or forward this information 
so that he can contact us. Whether only one year of formation was spent with the Passionists or 
you proceeded through ordination, join us for a great weekend to reconnect and reminisce!

For more information, please contact Al Maryan, amaryan@hotmail.com.
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