
Holy Spirit Province 

BULLETIN 
                             Date 19-08-17 

 
 

Dear Brothers,  
 
Br Ed Braden CP 
 
Please keep Ed in your prayers.  He has been admitted to St Helen’s 
Hospital.  Sadly these bouts of extra care are occurring more 
frequently.  We are all aware of how graciously Ed has borne this 
cross over the eyars.  So we support now with our prayers and good 
wishes. 
 
 
M. Rev Fr Superior General 
 
Our brother Joachim has been in Brazil 
over the last few weeks attending the 
fusion chapter of the Brazilian and 
Argentinian Province.  He then stayed on 
for a few days of Rest and Recreation – 
insofar as the General ever has rest and 
recreation.  This weekend he is attending 
the Ordination as Bishop of Amilton Da 
Silva, then returning to Rome. 
 
He also celebrated his 63rd birthday last 
week. 
 
He has sent these two lovely photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Peter McGrath CP 
 
Peter celebrated his 78th birthday on Thursday 
of this past week.   
 
The SAITF family and the Grace Cottage had 
a prayer evening together.  And a small group 
joined Peter during the day for cake and 
candles. This photo was taken at the 
celebration 
 
The Passionist Sisters made one of their 
regular trips to meet him. As soon as they 
arrived he decided to hear their confessions. 
Before they had a chance to say anything, 
Peter waved his hands in the form of a cross 
and sent them on their way 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Fr Thomas Thanh 
 
Thanh has come to the end of time for his present visa and so has 
had to return to Vietnam. He returned on Friday.  He still has more 
work to do in English for his Religious Worker and so  as soon as a 
new visa is issued he will return to do an intensive at the ELSPM 
School.  While in Vietnam he will be supplying probably in his home 
parish where the newly appointed PP died before arriving in the 
parish 
 
Fr Gerard’s Anniversary  
 
Gerard’s anniversary celebration was simple but very lovely.  The 
community at St Brigid’s and the Passionist Sisters joined together 
for a mass concelebrated by Jim and Gerard.  Then we shared a 
beautiful meal cooked by Peter Gardiner with the sous-chefs, 
Thomas Than and Ben. 
 

 
Fr Brian Traynor CP 
 
Brian has just completed a week St Gabriel’s Port Moresby, giving 
classes to the students and spending time with Francis Xavier. He 
returned from PNG on Friday and on Saturday left for another week 
in St Gabriel’s Saigon, again with the students and the seniors 
 
 
Fr John Auram CP 
Some may have seen John on the SBS news the other evening.  
SBS were doing a feature on Manus Island refugees.  Lochman is a 



young Iranian, only 17 when he was put into Manus camp.  He was 
there for three years before the UN could give him refugee status.  
The Australian Government will not allow him entry here.  He was 
also so broken by the experience  that the Cluny Sisters in our 
Moresby Parish and Fr Francis Xavier  accepted responsibility for 
him. He has bene living for a number of months with our students 
now.  This has been so healing for him. 
 
 
St Brigid’s Centenary Celtic Cross 
 
Under the leadership of John Pearce, 
the Parish Council of St Brigid’s 
decided to mark the 130th 
Anniversary of the Parish by erecting 
a celtic cross in honour of the Irish 
heritage of St Brigid, and the Irish 
heritage of the Church in Australia. 
 
 
The Cross has been installed in the 
circular garden in the middle of the 
pathway up to the Church steps.   
 
The surrounding greenery still needs 
to be planted. 
 
In Christ Crucified 

Tom cp  

Provincial Superior  
 
  



Our Vietnamese  Brothers 
Pastoral Placements 

 
Each long mid-year holiday break in Vietnam our students go to poor 
parishes and regions for pastoral experience.    I have added here 
two reports, one by Luong (Vincent) and one by Guan (Francis 
Xavier).  They both of took their vows last year in Adelaide, and so 
have just finished their first year of theology,  
 
 

Br Luong CP Missionary Diary 

Love and giving 

25/06/2017 - 10/08/2017 

At the end of my school year, I began my new mission at summer pastoral 

time. I was sent to Thoi Binh Parish  of Ca Mau Province. It is an area near 

the bottom of the map of Vietnam. This place is not unknown to me, 

because in this region I had five years of pastoral work, but working with a 

different Catholic group. 

I was anxious to begin, to experience the simple life which is full of human 

compassion and hospitality.  

On the evening of June 25, I caught the bus for an eight-hour long journey. 

As the bus approached my destination the sky was dark and the land 

shadowy. It is a sparsely populated area with homes that are a few hundred 

meters apart. My feelings were of those people whose lives are full of 

hardship, that hardship in part because of the absence of people. It was a 

good time to calm my thoughts down to pray for my pastoral ministry: to 

achieve the good results that I had planned for this visit. All the lights are 

off as I arrived in the dark at 4am. 

I took the phone out and called the parish priest, and about thirty minutes 

later two people came out to pick me up. My luggage contained a little gift 

for poor children, with pencils, ball pens, and a few thousand notebooks to 

give, to encourage those children to diligently learn and to obtain an 

education to get away from the poverty lives of following their parents. 

I came to the parish and was greeted by the parish priest, on shaking hands, 

and the hospitality of the Father touched me, and in my mind, the place was 

a good place for me to be used by our Lord, to evangelize, the missionary 

ministry. The father and son sit down and began to set out plans to teach 

catechism and visit the poor families here. 

On the first morning I started my teaching work, Confirmation class. An 

important privilege to share with the children, especially catechesis and the 

Word of God. They are mostly from the age of fifteen to seventeen. But 



they are very likeable, keen to learn and sociable. 

My pastoral work was not only teaching, because the cook in this period 

was sick, so I also took on the job of going to the market and cooking 

meals. Every morning I arose at 5am to pray, then went off to the market to 

buy ingredients for breakfast. At 8 o'clock I began teaching catechism and 

sharing God's word till 10 o'clock. Next, off to the market again and then 

preparing lunch. After lunch, I had a break for about 30 minutes, then spent 

time preparing for the next lesson, to continue teaching catechism between 

3 pm and 4 pm. I then went to the church and gathered the children for 

teaching pre-Masses until 4:30 pm, when Mass begins. After Mass I visited 

poor families and then returned home to dinne  

 

My time here has given me a better understanding of the hard life of the 

peoplein this area. When visiting families, they share of a difficult life, both 

mentally and physically. Not only are they struggling to live their lives, but 

they are also experiencing difficulties in spiritual life. Many families live 

without every meal, not having breakfast to enable them to have dinner, so 

they live with a lack in all aspects of their lives. 

Many people can not work with their hands and feet, so they go to sell 

lottery tickets to earn some cash. Life is more difficult, as many families are 

still living in separation, sometimes because of work, or divorced from 

marriage because they  want to escape poverty, find other partners who 

have the necessary material conditions to take care of them. As a result, the 

percentage increase of single parents has become 50% of the population. A 

sad number for those who do not know about family life. 

On the other hand, they do not think of the consequences, and the 

difficulties this presents. Many children have to live without parents, so 

they live in orphaned care. Many are more fortunate to have grandparents 



caring for them since their parents abandoned them. Moreover, the lack of 

schooling is a concern. Many children without parents, and those parents 

who cannot afford, are not eligible to pay school fees, so they live in 

illiteracy, and they lack the knowledge of life to support themselves. 

The poor are everywhere, but each place is different. Where I am on 

pastoral, they live on their ability to catch shrimp and fish. If the rain or 

weather changes abnormally, their lives face many challenges. Many 

families borrow money from banks to enable them to live, but if they are 

unlucky, they may have to sell their houses and land to pay off their debts. 

 

Transportation is also difficult, many families travel to church by boat or 

shells, because most of the area is water, so the transportation is difficult. In 

many places where we went to teach catechism or visit poor families, we 

travelled on boats or shells for 30km. More difficult, to obtain gasoline for 

motorcycles or boats, they sometimes need to travel about 30km to find a 

gas station. 

However, despite the transportation difficulties, people still go to church 

every day, and many families have to spend an hour to reach the church to 

attend mass. Children attend the daily Mass, because at this time they are 

studying catechism and the Word of God, while adults are only a few who 

attend the weekday Mass. Most adults attend Mass on Sundays and 

Saturdays, keeping the proper commandments and laws of the Church. 

 

I also asked why people do not 

attend on holidays on a regular 

basis; they said because of their 

work, they work to earn a living. 

However this is not quite so, 

because they are going to the 

ceremony to have something 

bring home. Sadly there is a 

thought that going to church must 



benefit them with an expectation that they will be given gifts or rice. It is 

sad that some people have such thoughts. 

Hence the problem of evangelism in these places is difficult, both with 

material and spiritual difficulties. Many families I visit expect that I am 

there to give them something, but I can only give them encouragement, 

sharing, listening to them, sympathize, be a companion and pray for them 

every day. Recognizing that, all are in God's grace, ask God, He will 

answer us. 

In the children's lives, I experienced a lot of harmony and love. Many 

children who do not have a father or mother still try to live up to the 

difficulties they face in life. When these children learned humility and to 

listen, it was the children who gave me the experience of learning between 

love and empathy. 

Every day while being together, sharing the Word of God and teaching the 

catechism to the children, and the children playing together, to attend Mass 

every day, has given me life, perhaps there is no school. Teach this, where 

the children need to try harder. I have a lot of physical fatigue, I want to 

rest, but their enthusiasm of learning and the insights of the Word of God 

makes me want to try harder to share with them. 

Where these children experience love in Christ, when I am with the spirit of 

a child and listen, it is this virtue that I need to learn from them, the children 

themselves have given me the opportunity to learn more of what I am 

doing, have done and will do. For a society to come together, especially 

where there is absolute happiness, that is to live in the love of the Church 

and one day all will go to live happily in the house of God, no longer 

suffering. 

After this long time, sharing the Bible and teaching the catechism to the 

children. the end result also came, the fruit to the day, also flowering and 

the harvest. The children have received the sacrament of Confirmation after 

many days of study, deepening the gift of the Holy Spirit, receiving the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, and they will be the evangelizers of the Gospel. 

Those who do not know God. Now, the children themselves will be the 

future of the parish, they will build a future for the purpose, bring love to 

the place of hatred, take forgiveness into humiliation, bring peace to the 

place of dispute, bring truth to melancholy That's what I shared with them, 

and they promised to do the same. In particular, they will go to church 

every day and not let God wait outside the gate and God must be lonely. I'm 

glad the children promised me and they will do it. 

At the end of the Confirmation Mass, we were celebrating with a summer 

fun day. The reason that I gave to the children; play is to be dedicated, to 

bring the joy of each team to the members. Play is not win or lose. Play is 

not afraid of difficulties, despite the difficulties or challenges that are 



difficult to overcome, but the purpose is to persevere and try. Each game is 

a challenge, every game has its own difficulties. Life too, there will be 

difficulties encountered 

in daily life, effort, effort 

to overcome, learn to 

achieve success. The 

things I share with them, 

the children themselves 

have done, although it is 

raining, it rained during 

the day, but the children 

were still enthusiastic 

players, enthusiastic 

collaborators team 

members to overcome. 

At the end of the summer 

camp, we also gave 

presents to the children, 

encouraging them to 

prepare for the new 

school year. Many new 

but difficult things are 

waiting for them ahead in the future.  

We gave children notebooks, pens, 

rulers, and some money to help 

them buy school attire or school 

fees that they must pay before the 

school year. These gifts come from 

friends and benefactors who share 

them. I'm happy to be with my 

companions, friends who are 

willing to help those who need help. 

Thank you to the people you have 

always shared with the unlucky 

people in life. 

Well, whether wanted or unwanted, 

I also have to say goodbye, where I learnt love between people and people. 

Where the need to sacrifice and try to overcome, despite the difficulties 

without being afraid. Where the heart of love and forgiveness go hand in 

hand. Where the need for prayer, sharing, companion listening. Where to 

tell me more about the poor life of families who need the share of the rich. 

Where both physical and mental difficulties, need to meet the anxiety of 

people with compassion. And where I went has left in my heart many 

lessons. Tears fell on my cheeks. They were hard when I said goodbye, they 



were hugging and there were shaking hands that did not want me to go. 

They gave me something I never had, it was love and humanity. 

 

I also just say thank you, thank you for sharing my time throughout the 

ministry. I stepped on the car, I also had emotions, feelings rise and do not 

want to walk, but because my life is coming and going. Going is not going 

on forever, but going to continue the new mission, bringing the Gospel, the 

Word of God to places where many people do not know about God. The 

places are also difficult and no one has come yet. 

More than a month, but not long nor short, it gives me a lot of experience 

living with and living to go, I just had the opportunity to see but not much 

help for the people. To say that go to the land means to help the pastor and 

the layman, but actually I received far more. 

I return to the community with love and joy, but for a short time, I share 

and listen to the sharing of the pastor as well as the miserable and poor 

people in my heart. Temple. It is because of that awakening that I put 

absolute trust in God, in every circumstance, whether difficult, miserable, 

unhappy or abandoned, we always have the Lord to preserve and support 

us. 

Thank you, Lord, for all eternity, God is still in love and is with us forever. 

I can not live with them, give them money or other like material things, but 

I can give them my prayers everyday. May God always be with them and 

bring them to the Lord, even though they have forgotten the church for 

many years, but their hearts are always toward God. 

I also thank the Fraternity of Jesus, who created every opportunity for me to 

have the opportunity to go to ministry as well as live and to share my 

empathy with others. Poor misfortune, may God always be with us and give 

peace to all people. 

                                                                  Vincent Dang Trong Luong. C.P 

  



 
BR TUAN FRANCIS XAVIER CP 

PASTORAL EXPERIENCE 

I would like to say that my time doing pastoral work at Kim Chau parish 

was both fruitful and meaningful. I spent a month there with the SVD 

community. The parish priest, the assistant priest, and the SVD fathers were 

very friendly and hospitable. Parishioners were gentle and kind to me. They 

are poor but they have a humble, harmonious, joyful life. I would like to 

write about some of the things that I have learned during my pastoral 

experience  

Some information about Kim Chau Parish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Chau parish is a large and old church. It belongs to Qui Nhon diocese. 

It is one of the poor dioceses of Vietnam. It is an old style church which has 

been established for 100 years. It is made of wood and brick walls. The 

parish also has two sub-parishes to look after. 

At present, there are two priests; the parish priest and an assistant priest. 

They are also assisted by two SVD priests there. The SVD community is 

close to the church, and has been there for 100 years, which is why I was 

asked to live with the SVD fathers for one month.  

Parishioners live within a 15km radius around the church among non-

Catholics. Most of them are peasants. They grow rice twice per year. That 

place is really pure countryside. It is quite far from the city, it takes 45 

minutes to get the city. Their lives are quite hard, because the weather is too 

hot in summer, too cold in winter and there are floods almost every year. 

 The people there have quite a tough life because they are dependant on the 

weather. Therefore, they have to work very hard to make money for their 

family economy. When they are not busy, they go elsewhere to find work. 

They make around $5 - 10 per day. Anyhow, when you look at them, you 

will realize that they are poor and real peasants.  



Luckily, I grew up in a peasant family, thus I could adapt to this place very 

well. I understand how hard it is for them to make money and work under 

the hot weather. They go out to work very early (around 5) in the morning 

to avoid the heat and return at 9 am. Their life is hard and becomes harder 

when there is a flood. If the flood comes and they have yet not finished 

their harvest, that will pull their economy down for the rest of the year. If 

there is a big flood, they just stay in their house to relax for a while. They 

cannot do anything else, even go to the church or market. They wait for 

noodles or water from the government or succour companies. 

Some jobs that I did while I was there. 

In pastoral work there is abundance and variety. There are many kinds of 

activities that I can help them with, such as teaching catechism and English, 

visiting and taking care of the old people at an orphanage, those people do 

not have a house to live, and they come to live there together. The 

orphanage that we call the Society Centre of the Veterans is on the parish’s 

side. There are around 70 people (old, young ladies and men living 

together). We do not often go to visit the poor, but we cook porridge (a 

special porridge mixed meat and rice) for them and distribute it to them on 

Friday mornings. They are very happy and enjoy it whenever we visit them. 

I feel happier than them because I can help them then. 

Teaching catechism: Well, I did not teach much catechism to the children 

there, because it was not summer holiday yet. They come to the church on 

Sundays only. There are many catechists, so I just supported them when 

they needed me. When I was there, their classes were almost ended. 

Therefore, I could not take any new class. I assisted with them. Sometimes, 

I was asked to share something with them. I share with them about human 

virtue, because I saw that they were not taught much at school. I hope it can 

help them when they associate with other people, so they would know how 

to conduct themselves when meeting others. 

Teaching English: This was one of my favourite jobs there. Even though I 

did not have many students in my class, I tried my best to convey my 

English knowledge to them. My students were very clever and creative. 

They wanted to learn a lot of English from me. As a result, they came to my 

class often and learnt whatever I taught them. There were students of many 

different abilities in my class so that I had to teach them at the lowest level. 

I saw that what they needed was to learn vocabulary and pronunciation. 

Sometimes, I asked them to read an easy story and then asked them some 

questions. I think that is a good way for them to learn and enjoy English. 

During the class, I broke up the lessons by singing English songs. We all 

like singing! 

Cooking: Well, as I have already mentioned, I lived with the SVD fathers, 

so I had to take on cooking as well. In spite of the fact that there was a 



cooking lady, sometimes I also got to cook for the fathers because they 

wanted me to show my cooking ability. Obviously, whenever I cooked, 

they had to try to eat it because I do not know how to cook well. Poor them!  

Anyway, I loved to do things when I was there. It was an awesome time for 

me to be there with them.  

 

 

The struggle doing pastoral work there 

 Besides the many things where we could support, help, love and take care 

of the parishioners, there were also many challenges for us.  

First of all, the way people believe and keep following Jesus. As I 

mentioned above, Kim Chau parish has many non-Catholics living together 

with the parishioners, so when we teach catechism for those who want to 

marry with a Catholic, we have to explain and teach them quite hard, 

because if we do not teach them to understand well, after they get married 

they find many problems among couples. If the bride is a Catholic, she 

might abandon the Church to follow her husband, if not they will go for a 

divorce.  

Many people still go to see a fortune-teller who can tell them something 

that is attractive to them. Whenever they want to know something they go 

to the fortune- teller in their village. This happens often on Tet holidays. 

Another issue is livelihood also influences to the Catholic life. Most of 

them are poor because of disaster every year such as storm, flood, and 

drought. They are peasants, so their business depends on the weather a lot. 

If that year, the weather has no storm or drought, they will have an 

abundant harvest. Otherwise, they will lose everything. Consequently, they 

have to go somewhere to make more money, if there is someone hires them. 

This affects their Catholic life. Thus, they do not have time to take part in 

the Parish activities.  

 

In conclusion, even though lay people are poor and have a hard life, they 

are very nice people and they live a holy life. They are very friendly, 

generous and hospitable people. They treated me kindly and welcomed me 

as one of their family members. They respected and supported me a lot 

while I was there. We had many enjoyable conversations and time together. 

I had to learn some slang (local) words so that I could understand when 

they spoke to me. They had a different accent from me, so when I wanted 

them to understand me I had to speak as slowly and clearly as I could. 

When they spoke I needed to focus on what they were saying. It was a good 

opportunity for me to experience a new placement and meet many people.  



As I talk above, I enjoy talking, therefore, I felt very comfortable and at 

ease talking with people there, even if we did not understand each other 

sometimes because of the different accent. The priests were especially 

helpful, often teaching, sharing, and caring for me in their love. I learnt 

many things from them. They want me to come back when I am available. 

Thank you very much for your kindly reading my pastoral experience. 

 


