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Fr. Amilton Manoel Da Silva 
(CALV)

Was named auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Curitiba (Brazil)

On June 7, 2017, the Press Office of the Holy See published the notice that the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, had named Fr. Amilton Manoel da Silva, present Provincial 
Superior of the CALVARY Province in Brazil, to be the Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Curitiba (Brazil). We extend cordial congratulations to Fr. Amilton in 
his new ministry and we will support him with our prayers.



On the 24th of May, 2017, I was 
surprised to receive a telephone call 
from the Apostolic Nuncio of Brazil, 
Mons. Giovanni d’Aniello, to tell me 
that Pope Francis had named me as 
an Auxiliary Bishop of Curitiba. Not 
quite believing my ears, I exclaimed 
“Oh, my God!” He, the Nuncio, 
replied, “Yes, it was God who chose 
you for this mission!”

From then, until the 7th of June, the 
day of the release of the information, 
I lived with both anxiety and 
grace; however, today I feel more 
confident in Him who is my strength 
(Phil. 4, 14) and who invites me to 
come across to the other shore (Mk 
4, 35). Having been taken in hand 
by the Lord, and supported by the 
maternal gaze of Mary, I put my fears 
aside and I give myself up to the will 
of God. Please continue to pray for 
me!

I am grateful for the confidence 
which the Church has placed in me 
by giving me this new mission; I 
especially entrust to the heart of 
the Trinity the Passionist Family, 
in which I learned to love during my 
time in Osvaldo Cruz, the city where 
I was born and where I lived until 
turning 26. It was there that I met 
great missionaries who inspired me 

LETTER TO THE PASSIONIST 
FAMILY

“Let us cross over to the other side.” 
(Mk 4, 35)

to embrace the charism of the 
Passion. 

I entered Calvary Province on the first 
of February, 1991, and I have been a 
member for the last 26 years. During 
my journey as a Passionist, I learned 
to be available and to be generous, 
to love all and to love each one, with 
all of their gifts and limitations. This 
is even more so during my five years 
as Provincial. I ask pardon of all for 
the times when I was not the brother 
I should have been, and for having 
acted without compassion.

I promise that I will continue to 
honor our charism, making efforts 
to promote it with words and works 
during my episcopal service. I promise 
to continue being a brother among 
brothers, a disciple schooled by the 
poor and the least, a missionary 
aflame with Jesus and his Kingdom, 
a pastor who “smells of his sheep.” 
I will be responsible for the life and 
salvation of the flock.



The Lord asks me to move on, but I leave my heart with this religious family 
which I chose, and which I love intensely. I shall return one day, as the popular 
proverb says, “A good son always comes back home.” I hope to be such a 
“good son,” and come back home one day.

As of now, I invite all of you to the celebration of my episcopal ordination, 
which will take place in Osvaldo Cruz (Sao Paulo), on the 19th of August, at 5 
p.m. Your presence would bring me much happiness, and would support me in 
my decision. I will be installed in Curitiba on the 8th of September, feast of the 
Birth of Mary, Our Lady of Light of Pinais, the patroness of the Archdiocese of 
Curitiba.

Thank you for everything, dear brothers and sisters. Let us remain united in 
prayer, in our charism, and by the power of our fraternity since the song will 
never lose its meaning: “You called me to be a Passionist, a missionary of the 
Cross, of the Passion; a follower of the love shown us in the Crucified One who 
comes to us as our brother.” 

A fraternal embrace to all!

Monseñor Amilton Manoel da Silva, C.P.



Holy Cross Province

During the week of May 1-5, 
2017, Passionists from Holy 
Cross and St. Paul of the 
Cross Provinces gathered for 
a retreat at St. Paul of the 
Cross Passionist Retreat and 
Conference Center in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The retreat was facilitated by 
Scripture scholar Sr. Dianne 
Bergant, CSA, who focused 
her retreat theme on Wisdom 
Themes and the Christian Life.

U.S. Eastern and Western Provinces Retreat

Fr. Simon Herbers celebrated his 96th birthday on April 26. 
Simon is the oldest vowed Passionist in Holy Cross Province! 

Fr. Simon Herbers

Provincial Joe Moons, Holy Cross Province; Dianne 
Bergant and Provincial Bob Joerger, St. Paul of the Cross 
Province.



Most Rev. Joachim joined the Passionists 
of St. Thomas the Apostle Vice Province 
in Bangalore,India, for its Congress. A 
new Vice Provincial Council was elected: 
Paul Cherukoduth, Vice Provincial; Xavier 
Valiaparambil, 1st Consultor; Antony 
Tharayil, 2nd Consultor; Wilson Victor, 
3rd Consultor;and Antony Arackal, 4th 
Consultor. 

India Congress

Joe Moons, Provincial of Holy Cross 
Province, and past superior of the 
Passionists in India, was invited to deliver 
the keynote address.

(l-r): Joe Moons, Wilson Victor,Xavier 
Valiaparambil, Paul Cherukoduth, Antony 
Tharayil and Antony Arackal.

Congratulations and best wishes to all in their new service as leaders! 

Vowed and Lay members of the Passionist Family of 
Holy Cross Province, and invited guests, gathered 
June 13-15, at Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat 
Center in Sierra Madre, California for its annual 
Assembly.

This year’s Assembly was the start of a three-
year visioning plan for the province. The Visioning 
Commission, led by co-chairs Jim Strommer and 
Keith Zekind, and facilitated by Anne Kemp, has 
created a process of Appreciative Inquiry - a 
holistic visioning focused on Holy Cross Province 
five to ten years from now. The visioning process 
will culminate at the Provincial Chapter of Holy 
Cross Province in 2019.

2017 Holy Cross Province Assembly

Anne Kemp and Joe Moons.

Holy Cross Province Visioning Commission: Front (l-r): Joe Castro, Elizabeth Velarde, Tim O’Brien, Anne Kemp, Trudi 
Stinson, Joe Moons. Back (l-r): Jim Strommer, Keith Zekind, Phil Paxton and Mike Higgins.



Phillip Donlan

Phillip Donlan will begin his novitiate in Querétaro, 
Mexico in July. Please keep Phillip and the other 
novices in your prayers during this important time 
in their vocation journey.

During the Province Assembly, three vowed 
members celebrated their Golden Jubilees.  Don 
Senior and Alan Phillip celebrated their 50th 
Jubilee of Ordination.  John Monzyk celebrated his 
50th Jubilee of Profession. 

                             Congratulations to all!

50th Jubilees

(l-r) Don Senior, John Monzyk and Alan Phillip



Cristo Rey Province, México

First Profession

The Mass of religious profession of our brothers, 
Jovanny Cadena and Pablo de la Cruz took place at 
the parish of St. Nicholas, in the state of Queretaro, 
on July 8, at 12:30 p.m.

May God continue blessing their vocations and 
their fidelity to the call to proclaim the Passion of 
Jesus Christ.

Pablo de la Cruz

Jovanny Cadena

Start of Postulancy
On Thursday, July 6, at 5 p.m., the Community of 
Blessed de Loor celebrated the liturgy to mark the 
start of the novitiate, and to pray that the novices 
might continue responding to God’s call.
There are ten novices: 9 from Mexico, and one from 
the United States (Holy Cross Province).

Left to right: Provincial, Fr. Francisco Valadez; P. Jose Antonio Barrientos, 
Postulant Director; Luis Miguel, Phillip, Emmanuel, Ricardo, Issac, Fr. Rafael 
Vivanco, Master of Novices; Noe, Daniel, Alejandro, Juan Carlos, Eulises and Fr. 

Eloy Medina, Vocational Promoter and Director of theologians.



Getsemani new Province

Mons. Sergio  Bishop Ponta Grossa

Leudes Aparecido De Paula,Francisco Das Chagas, Edilberto Lins, Alan Hildeu 
y  Francisco Rodríguez.

Configuration

Chapter participants



Queen of peace Vice Province.

Province of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

Holy Cross Province.

Cristo Rey Province.

Getsemani Province.

St. Paul of the Cross Province.
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