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  D e ce m b e r

    Birthdays
9 Laurence Finn
 Michael Hoolahan
30 Alan Phillip 

 

      Professions
 8 Michael Hoolahan 
 29 Joseph Mitchell 

 Ordination
 4 Bruno D’Souza  
20 Christopher Gibson

     December   8 
         Immaculate Conception    
  
      December   9
         Blessed Bernard Mary 
         Silvestrelli 
     
      December   12
         Our Lady of Guadalupe

      December   25
          Nativity of Our Lord

LOOKING FORWARD...

Updates...
• The Provincial Council meets December 12-14 in Park Ridge. 

• Please keep Tu-Jin Kim in your prayers.  Tu-Jin fell and broke his arm 
and leg. He remains in good spirits.   

• During Thanksgiving week, St. Vincent Strambi Community hosted a 
“Come and See” experience for Luke Matthews, a young man from St. 
Louis who is interested in Passionist life. 

• Be sure to visit our online Advent Calendar each day for prayer and 
quiet reflection as we prepare for Christmas, the holy day.   

• Holy Cross Province Retreat Centers are holding a variety of Advent 
programs.  Visit their websites to see what is being offered. 

Holy Cross Province
1420 Renaissance Dr. Suite 312 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 
Submit news to Claire Smith

csmith@passionistmonastery.org
Address changes to Loretta Ciesielski

loretta@cppo.org

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
and a New Year filled with 

good health, happiness and peace.

https://passionist.org/advent-reflections/
https://passionist.org/retreats/
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Visioning our Future...

Reyndeer of Hope...
Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School in Birmingham, 
Alabama, will host its 3rd annual Reyndeer of Hope 5K run on 
Sunday, December 18.  The event benefits the school’s 
nutrition fund, which provides lunches to students who 
cannot afford them.  “It’s a common sense approach to 
improving student learning and thus achievement. Access to 
quality food and snacks helps our students stay focused and 
healthy in mind, body, and spirit,” says Fr. Jon Chalmers, 
President of Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School.

The Passionists of Holy Cross Province Visioning Commission 
held its first meeting November 14-15 in Park Ridge. 

The Visioning Commission was created to explore and better 
understand a number of critical considerations for the future 
vision of Holy Cross Province.

Vocations...
On the first Sunday of Advent, Chris Gibson 
celebrated Mass for about 400 young Hispanic Youth 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Des Plaines, 
Illinois. Chris described it as a very lively Mass and an 
uplifting experience. He found it an opportunity to 
challenge the young women and men to consider 
leadership roles in the Church. “It was dark outside but 
they were like the light of hope shining in the darkness 
- a good way to start Advent!”

Alex Steinmiller and Enno Dango celebrated Mass at 
a recent meeting with the Community of Passionist 
Partners in San Antonio, Texas. 

Alex and Enno...



Garden of Gethsemane...
Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center in Sierra Madre, California, held a blessing and dedication celebration 
for the new statue that adorns the beginning of the Way of the Cross.

The creation of a Garden of Gethsemane was the dream of Lucian Hogan, who resided at Mater Dolorosa for 
many years. That dream became a reality when Pat Brennan included the creation of this very special garden as 
part of the Stations Renovation Project. A donor, who wished to make a beautiful tribute to his deceased wife, 
came forward to sponsor the sculpture of Jesus. A bronze sculpture of Jesus was commissioned with 
Christopher Slatoff, noted local sculptor, who is renowned for sculpting the crucifix for Our Savior Chapel on 
the campus of the University of Southern California (USC). The sculptures of Apostles Peter, James and John 
were sponsored by an anonymous donor and wonderful friend of Mater Dolorosa.

The Garden of Gethsemane, located in a small grove of olive trees, is a beautiful environment for beginning the 
prayerful experience of the Way of the Cross.

Many thanks to Pat Brennan, Mike Higgins, staff and Board of Directors at Mater Dolorosa for their tireless 
effort in making the Garden a reality. It is our prayer that all who visit the Garden find spiritual nourishment 
and inspiration.

Artist Christopher Slatoff, who created the sculp-
ture, with his family.

George Leal and family, who sponsored the statue 
in memory of George’s late wife, Mary Ann.

Finished statue of Jesus and the apostles 
in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Mike Higgins blesses the statue.
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Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center...

On Thursday, November 17, 2016, Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center welcomed its biggest crowd of 
faithful ever for the closing of the Holy Door for the Year of Mercy.  Giltus Mathias, retreat director,
celebrated a beautiful liturgy to mark the occasion.  

Giltus Mathias celebrates Mass in the chapel at 
Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center.

The crowd waits outside as 
the Holy Door is closed.

Closing the Holy Door of Mercy

Marian Pilgrimage Site

Closing of the Jubilee Year of Mercy is not shutting the 
doors of mercy but unsealing the floodgates of mercy in a 
different fashion. And it is surely providential that Pope 
Francis decided that the Year of Mercy should immediately 
precede 2017, the Centenary of the Fatima Apparitions to 
the three young seers, Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco, between 
May and October of 1917. 

The Diocese of Sacramento has declared Christ the King 
Passionist Retreat Center as the Pilgrimage center for the 
Centenary Celebration of Our Lady of Fatima. Bishop 
Myron Cotta has appointed Giltus Mathias and the 
Passionist Community as custodians of a statue, crafted in 
Portugal, of Our Lady of Fatima. The statue, a replica of the 
original statue in Fatima, was gifted to the Bishop.

This statue will be placed in a dedicated shrine where members of the public can visit and pray to the 
Blessed Virgin. The blessing and dedication of the shrine by Bishop Cotta on Thursday, December 8, the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, at 6:00 p.m.

For more information, please visit Christ the King’s website.

http://www.christthekingretreatcenter.org/events/marian-pilgrimage-site

