
November 9th, 2016
Fr. Francisco Valadez, C.P., 
Provincial, Cristo Rey Province

Padre Paco,

Recent events here in the United States could make for a challenging relationship between 
our two countries in the near future. However, for us Passionists, the relationship between our 
Passionist Provinces is a positive one and continues to mature. We are encouraged by the col-
laboration which continues between us.

Our Passionist Constitutions (n. 3) are especially relevant at this time: We wish to share in the 
distress of all, especially those who are poor and neglected; we seek to offer them comfort and 
to relieve the burden of their sorrow. The people of Mexico have known great struggles in the 
last century, and many of them have become a rich addition to the unfolding history of the 
United States. 

We Passionists of the United States have begun and supported ministries for the Spanish-
speaking and we are working with you so that these ministries will flourish. As members of 
the Configuration of Jesus Crucified, we stand in solidarity with you and the members of our 
Configuration in Latin America.

We open our hearts to you in prayer and in the mutual living out of our Passionist Charism.

Your brothers in the Provinces of St. Paul of the Cross, and Holy Cross,

Fr. Bob Joerger and Council
Fr. Joe Moons and Council

Provicial of  PAUL and CRUC

November 21, 2016
Dear brothers of the Configuration:
I am sending you copies of some letters. They express the initiative of Bob and Joe to write 
to the Mexican provincial, the response of Francisco V. and the solidarity of Fr. Joachim and 
myself.
I feel it is a good news that deserves to be shared, in order to celebrate the fraternity 
among us and, also, to rethink these issues in our entities.
   Receive my warm hug.

                                  Francisco Murray cp
       President of the Jesus Crucified Configuration.

Configuration 
of Jesus Crucified



Dear Brothers Bob, Joe and your Provincial Councils:

In my name and that of my Brothers in the Province, I thank you profoundly for your 
sincere and fraternal expression of solidarity in the face of situations and circumstances 
which we are living through as countries of a common family.

I am fully aware that under a prophetic attitude, rich in hope, we should be able to read and 
interpret the signs of the times, and signs of place, as Jesus of Nazareth asked of us.

We, as Passionist Religious, ought to continue being an alternative avenue for a society and 
a world which, lamentably, is accustomed to pursue values which are contrary to the values 
of the Kingdom, or even devoid of any value at all.

 
I appreciate your understanding, my brothers, and I assure you that we shall continue to 
deepen and intensify our communion, sharing and participation in the different contexts of 
our life and mission, and in the Congregational solidarities which we have taken on, not only 
as members of the Province of Cristo Rey, but as part of the Configuration of Jesus Crucified.

 
  
Once again, many thanks for your show of solidarity and companionship. Let us continue 
closely bound through prayer to the conviction that we can do all in Him who strengthens us. 

 

I close with the dream and hope that we shall strengthen the bonds of friendship and
fraternity between us at the next meetings of the Configuration and the Intercouncil.

 May the Passion of Christ be always in our hearts.

 
Greetings to the Brethren in the respective Provinces of St Paul of the Cross and Holy Cross. 
 

 
      Francisco Valadez Ramírez c. p.

Provincial REG



November 10th, 2016
Dear Joe and Bob,
 
Thank you for copying me in your letter of support 
to Fr Francisco Valadez. I commend you for your 
thoughtful gesture of solidarity towards our Mexi-
can brothers and assuring them of your support in 
their uncertainty as to future political and immigra-
tion ramifications between your two nations.
 
As you quoted from our Constitutions, there is no 
better and proper time to be challenged by our call 
to be conscious of and seek out those who at pres-
ent need to be comforted in their sorrow.
 
Meanwhile, let us all live in the hope that your new 
President will work towards uniting people and show 
the generosity and welcome which has always been 
so characteristic of the North American people.
 
In my thoughts and prayer,
 

Joachim Rego cp
Superior General

November 12th, 2016
Dear Bob and Joe,

I was deeply struck by the letter which you sent to Paco Vala-
dez, and his brothers in the Cristo Rey Province, in your names 
and in the names of your brothers in the two provinces—PAUL 
and CRUC.
It was a gesture totally in line with the Gospel of Jesus. I was 
truly moved. Furthermore, the fact that you sent it so soon 
after the outcomes of the elections in the USA shows what 
you have in your hearts and what moves you day by day: a 
fraternity without borders and which reaches out to transcend 
nation, language, culture and world view.
I ask for your permission to send this letter to our brothers in 
the Configuration, because it would do all of us good to pray 
and reflect on our bonds with our brothers and sisters of other 
nationalities who come to our lands and those who are our 
neighboring nations. We want to look upon immigrants and 
neighbors mercifully and not with suspicion.
I offer you a warm and sincere hug,

Francisco Murray cp
President CJC


