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ASSEMBLY 
OF THE 
CONFIGURATION

The annual assembly of the 
Configuration was held in Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil from January 
24-27, 2016.
The Province of the Exaltation 
of the Cross graciously received 
us as guests at the provincial 
house.
It was a fraternal meeting, hosted with great enthusiasm, in which we continued to deepen our relationships and 
pursuing our joint projects as a Configuration.
Of course, different ages, realities, cultures, languages, histories and personalities seeking common projects has 
been intense and enriching. Each of us shared the best of himself to combine different points of view. In our rhythm, 
we continue to seek ways to be more united and to be and make memory of the Passion of Jesus in the reality of 
our peoples.
Present were:

General Counsel: Augusto Canali
CALV - Brazil / Mozambique: Amilton Manoel Da Silva
CONC - Argentina / Uruguay: Carlos Saracini
CRUC - USA: Joe Moons.
EXALT Brazil: - Giovanni Cipriani
PAC - Puerto Rico / Dominican Republic: Jose Ramon Montanez
PAUL - USA / Jamaica / Haiti / Canada: Robert Joerger
REG - Mexico: Rafael Perez Vivanco
President Moses Rios Ruiz
Secretary: Francisco Murray



Thanks Moses! 

Members of the Assembly thanked P. Moses Rios (PAC) 
for his service as President for the past 3½ years.

Francisco Murray (CONC) was elected 
President and, as Coordinators of the 
three areas, the following were elected:

Joe Moons (CRUC) solidarity in finance.
Amilton Manoel Da Silva (CALV) solidar-
ity in formation.

Carlos Saracini (CONC) solidarity in personnel for the mission.

An important step was choosing Joe Castro (a lay 
person from CRUC) as a member of the committee of 
solidarity in personnel for the mission.

We spent time discussing of the Synod 2015. It was a very positive Synod lived in true fraternity and in dialogical 
atmosphere. It was also an interesting meeting we spent with our brothers of other Configurations. We had the 
opportunity to listen to what they lived through and how they minister. However, lacking was a broader exchange 
on the difficulties faced by each configuration. We must always remember that the process we are going through  
as a congregation is revitalization; therefore, we are called to be more attentive to life and to  mission and not to 
particular structures and legislation. We are beginning preparations for the 300th anniversary of the Congrega-
tion in 2020 and at the Synod  we were asked to formulate some proposals to start thinking about and seeking 
how celebrate that important anniversary.



Formation 

The situation of the various houses of forma-
tion were discussed.
The first meeting of professed Passionists in 
formation  ENFORPRO I (2015) that took place 
in the Dominican Republic was evaluated. 
There was a meeting with Vanildo,  a repre-
sentative of the students, to listen to  their 
concerns.
Major superiors approved two novitiates in the 
Configuration (Brazil and Mexico).
An ENFORPO meeting and a meeting of 
religious who have completed their initial for-
mation in the last 10 years will be organized 
for 2017.

Finances

A finance report was given and the decision made to 
grant  a loan to REG (México) for the purchase of a 
house of formation, in case our help was needed.



Personnel 
for the mission

A meeting with the laity of EXALT was held 
on the first day. One year ago we started our 
Assemblies with a one-day meeting with 
the laity of the place. We also agreed that it 
would be interesting to have more exchanges 
between laity of the various entities.
There have been some exchanges of religious 
between entities and we are open to continue 
seeking more exchange, according to the 
needs and possibilities of the entities.
We are open to looking for the possibility of 
a joint mission of the entities of the configu-
ration, making a survey of the reality of the 
needs of the people and according to our 
available personnel and finances.
We also gave consideration to the criteria for 
discernment of our presences based on re-
sponses to a questionnaire that was delivered 
to major superiors on 2015.

Our next meeting will be from January 29th to 
February 1st, 2017, in  CALV province, Brazil, in 
the most appropriate location.

On the last day we visited a mining 
town called Ouro Preto (Black Gold). 
There were 317 mines, mostly gold. A 
beautiful city, but built with the blood 
of African slaves brought to work in the 
mines and buildings. 

There was a powerful feeling of the 
pain of the earth (from which was ex-
tracted every possible mineral, leaving 
only tunnels) and the pain of the poor 

uprooted from their homeland, their people, 
their culture, their roots... 
Passion of the world and passion of the earth 
...

We concluded the Assembly with the certainty 
that we will continue walking as Configura-
tion, growing in our fraternity, strengthening 
our searching and traveling the road we have 
decided on as a congregation which chal-
lenges us to build the future with creativity 
and courage.


