
 Holy Cross Province News

O c to b e r

Birthdays
13  Alex Steinmiller
20 Hugo Esparza-Pérez
30 Ken O’Malley
31 Pat Brennan
 
     

 Professions
3 Alfonso San Juan
15 Jack Conley

Ordination

6 Antonio Curto

   
   October   6 
       Blessed Isidore DeLoor
     
   October   9
       Blessed Innocent Canoura Arnau 
     
   October   20
      Feast of St. Paul of the Cross (USA),
      Founder of the Passionists

LOOKING FORWARD...

Updates...
• The Passionist Synod takes place in Rome, October 12-21. 

• The Leadership meeting will be held October 26, in Houston. 

• The ALS and PRCB meetings are October 27-29 in Houston. 

• Phil Schaefer has moved to Nazareth Home, next door to Sacred Heart 
Community, in Louisville, Kentucky. 

• Don Senior participated in two media presentations during Pope 
Francis’ visit to the United States. Don provided radio commentary 
and then was on Chicago’s local PBS television station, Channel 11, 
WTTW, for a telecast. 

• Congratulations to Father Jon Chalmers on being selected the new 
President of Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School, effective 
November 1, 2015.  Alex Steinmiller will serve as President-Emeritus. 

• The Fall issue of the Passionist Magazine is out and available 
online! The theme of the magazine is The Holy Year of Mercy. This 
issue highlights several of the corporal and spiritual works of mercy 
within our Passionist Family. Read more here. 

• After nearly four months of labor by members of 24 religious 
communities in the Archdiocese of Louisville, partnering with 
Habitat for Humanity, the building of a “Wake Up the World” house is 
complete. A mother and her eight children were “all smiles and gleeful 
in their gratitude” as the dedication of their new house took place on 
Saturday, September 12. Read more on the CMSM Website.
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Remember that your soul is 
a temple of the living God.

‘The kingdom of God 
is within you.’

~St. Paul of the Cross

October 20, the Feast of St. Paul of the Cross

http://faithdigital.org/digital/Passionists/PASfall2015/
http://www.yearforconsecratedlife.com/ycl-service-projects.html
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West Coast Provincial House...

Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center sponsored an 
Evening of Recollection in Spanish on Wednesday, 
September 23. Over 65 retreatants attended the evening as a 
preparation for the Year of Mercy. The topic, “How to be mer-
ciful as God is merciful,” was presented by Clemente Barrón, 
Director of Hispanic Ministry.

Clemente, Francisca Gonzalez, Outreach Coordinator at Christ 
the King, and the retreat center staff will sponsor regular 
Evenings of Recollection and occasional weekend retreats in 
Spanish. 

Sabbatical Studies...

Joe Moons has moved into the new “West Coast Provincial 
House” at Christ the King Community, Citrus Heights, 
California. “I am finally settled in and enjoying the 
community.  You are all very welcome to come by and visit.”

Welcome to your new home, Joe!

Don Webber attended a special seminar at Minsteracres 
Passionist Retreat Center, England, September 14-18.  The 
theme of the program was: “The Passion of Jesus: A Source 
of Hope for Today.” The seminar was sponsored by the 
provinces of the Configuration of Charles Houben.

Hispanic Outreach...

Jim Strommer, Clemente Barrón,  
Francisca Gonzalez and Nora Muir 

discuss future programs in Spanish.

Provincial Council...

Faith Offman, Associate Director at St. Paul’s Passionist 
Retreat and Conference Center in Detroit, facilitated a 
two-day session with the new Council on how to share and 
work together.



Good Things are Happening in Haiti...
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Hugo Esparza-Pérez visited Haiti for a week in early September. He worked at St. Luke’s Foundation 
painting walls and preparing tilapia to be frozen. A new Tilapia Project will feed the children of the orphanage 
and will create jobs and income for St. Luke’s Foundation.

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross was celebrated in the residence of the Passionist students. Residents 
of the neighborhood joined the Passionists as well. 

John Schork and Cedric Pisegna with 
the rest of their foursome.

The golf carts were lined up 
and ready to go! 

Hugo (2nd from left), Max, Jill
and Carielou, Passionist students 

in Haiti.

Rick Frechette, Hugo and 
Enzo del Brocco in Haiti.

FORE!
Houston, Texas

Hugo with the Passionist students 
and neighbors.

Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center hosted its 21st Annual Golf Tournament at Meadow Brook Farms Golf 
Course in Katy, Texas, on September 22. The beautiful weather and hard work of Mary Kay Tortorice, the 
Holy Name Golf Committee, as well as numerous volunteers, contributed to another successful 
fundraising event. This tournament was initiated by John Schork in 1995. John traveled from Louisville to 
participate in the event as he has for every one of the past tournaments. He was thrilled to see how the 
tournament has grown from its humble beginnings to hosting 118 golfers this year. 

Everyone who participated enjoyed a lunch prepared by the Knights of Columbus and a delicious barbeque 
dinner donated by Weatherly Catering. The event was topped off by a lively auction that was very well 
attended. All proceeds from the tournament benefit Holy Name’s scholarship fund for those who wish to 
attend a retreat but cannot afford the full cost.
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Phil Paxton, Bob Crossmyer, 
Bishop Robert Baker and Justin Nelson 
at the reception at St. Paul’s Cathedral.

Justin Nelson, Deacon Walter Henderson  
and Bishop Emeritus David Foley look on 

as Bob Crossmyer welcomes 
the congregation at Mass.

Phil Paxton honored Bob and the 
Holy Family parish community 

during his homily.

The congregation was treated to 
a beautiful expressive dance 

at the end of Mass.

“It takes a village to make a priest...”
Birmingham, Alabama

On Sunday, September 20, the parish communities of Holy Family and St. Mary’s gathered at Holy Family 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, for a farewell celebration Mass for Bob Crossmyer.  A reception was held 
after Mass at St. Paul’s Cathedral. After more than 20 years as Pastor at Holy Family, Bob is going on 
sabbatical. He will return to Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School next year to resume teaching.

The theme for the day was, “It takes a village to make a priest, and it takes a priest to hold the village 
together.” The outpouring of love and gratitude for Bob was evident throughout the day. It can best be 
summed up by Holy Family’s parishioners:

“Through his leadership as Pastor, Fr. Bob has planted and cultivated seeds that have aided in our spiritual 
growth for the past 20 years. As an educator, he not only taught us the Word of God, but was a teacher at 
Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School, and has remained a committed supporter of Holy Family 
Catholic Academy. He was also dedicated to the needy and homeless of the Ensley community, and has been 
available to all, whether it be for healing the sick, death, marriage, baptism or counseling. In the last 20 years, 
Fr. Bob has presided over 162 Baptisms; 145 First Communions; 157 Confirmations; 60 new 
members through the RCIA program; 23 marriages and 166 funerals.

It was hard work, but we made an even better Priest out of him and he definitely held us together!”


