
 Holy Cross Province News
August  2015

   August
     Birthdays

6 Clemente Barrón
9 Ronan Newbold
 Richard Thomson
15 Joe Mitchell
18 Jim Strommer 
19 John Patrick Day
24 Phil Schaefer
25 John Schork
31 Bill Baalman

     Professions
1 Simon Herbers
 Phil Schaefer
11 Joe Moons
13 Enno Dango
15 Bill Baalman
 Hugo Esparza
 Alfredo Ocampo
19 Bob Crossmyer
22 Jerome Milazzo
26 Sebastian MacDonald
30 Bob Bovenzi
 John Rockenbach

Updates...

• Cedric Pisegna will preach, and Justin Nelson will preside at Mass on 
EWTN, Monday, August 10, 2015.  The live broadcast is at 7 a.m., 
Central Time.  The rebroadcast is at 11 a.m. and 11 p.m., Central Time. 

• Rob Carbonneau was in Houston to give talks on the Catholic Church 
in China, as well as the Passionists in China.  

• Clemente Barrón visited Catholic Theological Union with his sister, 
Leonita, and two Sisters from her community. They prepared dinner 
for St. Vincent Strambi Community. 

• Several members of Friends for Life, a group of former Passionists of 
Holy Cross Province, met at CTU for a week at the end of July. Robin 
Ryan, Don Senior and Paul Wadell gave presentations to the group.     

• The Province Development Office held a farewell party for Clemente 
Barrón on Tuesday, July 21.  Clemente has spent the last two years as 
the Passionist Director of Development.  He will begin his new 
ministry in Citrus Heights, California, on September 1. Thank you 
Clemente and good luck! 

• Bob Weiss spent a few days in Chicago at Immaculate Conception 
Community. On Friday, July 31, Bob received a tour of the Provincial 
Office and Province Development Office in Park Ridge, Illinois, his 
first visit to both places.  Bob also contributed a video interview about 
his life as a Passionist, which will be part of a new Development Office 
initiative to preserve “Our Passionist Stories.”  Thanks Bob!

      
     August   66 
       Feast of the Transfiguration

      August   15
          Assumption of the 
                          BlessedVirgin Mary

      August   26 
         Blessed Dominic Barberi, CP

LOOKING FORWARD...

The Passionists
of Holy Cross Province

1420 Renaissance Drive, Ste. 312 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Submit news to Claire Smith
csmith@passionistmonastery.org
Address changes to Loretta Ciesielski

loretta@cppo.org Blessed Dominic Barberi, CP
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Vocations...
Holy Name Community hosted an English and Spanish vocational retreat in Houston. Two young Latino 
women are considering discerning with our Mexican Passionist Sisters. 

On August 4, St. Vincent Strambi Community hosted three young men who will be participating in 
Catholics on Call at CTU: Aaron Decena, San Antonio, Texas; Phillip Donlan, Omaha, Nebraska; 
and Steven Anderson, Grand Blanc, Michigan. 

Please keep these young women and men in vocational discernment in your prayers. 

Sending Ceremony...

Holy Name Community held a sending ceremony, led by 
Ken O’Malley and Ronan Newbold, for Randy Ripkowski 
and Sam Divine before they left Houston.  

Randy and Sam are moving to Christ the King 
Community in Citrus Heights, California, to begin their 
novitiate.  In addition to members of Holy Name 
Community, a few members of Randy’s family attended, 
as well as two other candidates that have expressed 
interest in a Passionist Vocation. 

Good luck Randy and Sam!  God bless you both.

Chris Gibson giving a tour of Chicago.
(l-r): Steven Anderson, Chris Gibson, 

Aaron Decena and Phillip Donlan.

At St. Vincent Strambi Community.
Sitting (l-r): Aaron Decena, 

Sebastian MacDonald and Chris Gibson.
 Standing: Juan Gonzalez, Gustavo Foratieri (Argentina), 

Robin Ryan, Phillip Donlan and Steven Anderson.



Share and Prayer...
St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat and Conference Center
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Instituto Pasionista de Espiritualidad...
Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center
On Sunday, August 2, at Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center, the Instituto Pasionista de Espiritualidad, 
(Passionist Institute of Spirituality, Program for Spiritual Guides) graduated its first group of 35 spiritual 
guides. Joe Castro, the Director of Hispanic Ministry at the retreat center, has led this group during the 
three-year study program. Since joining the staff six months ago, Father Antonio Curto, CP, has been a 
great addition.

On June 30, St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat and Conference Center facilitated a “Share and 
Prayer” gathering around the events in Charleston, South Carolina. The group discussed racism 
and violence in our country and ways they could take action. There was great sharing of fellowship 
and food, and the beginning of new relationships. The group met again on July 28 to continue the 
conversation.

¡Felicitaciones!



I hope everybody is doing well and enjoying the sometimes tricky 
midwest summer weather. 

There are two Passionists living here, from SCOR (Juan) and PASPAC 
(James). While I am staying with them I take one Mass every morning, 
either Italian or French, making do with my very little knowledge of 
either language, and on top of that, studying Arabic in the afternoon in 
the Old City. My head is still intact nonetheless!

I strongly believe that our place is a gift for the Passionists, and the 
Church, not to mention the Biblical/historical value of this land. One 
day I was visited by two Palestinian Christian elderly brothers in their 
late 70’s whose father was once a cook to the founding French 
Passionists of Sta. Martha. In fact, the family of ten children actually 
lived on this property in small quarters by the gate. 

They told me of the heyday of this foundation. Like the Comboni 
Charity and Bridgettine religious houses, the main ministry was to 
provide accommodation to hundreds if not thousands of pilgrims from 
around the world who came through here. Since Sta. Martha can only 
accommodate some 20 guests, in those days the Passionists had to put 
up tents in the grounds/gardens.

This weekend I was invited to say an English Mass in Tel Aviv for 
migrant workers and foreigners working in Israel.  Those attending 
were mostly Filipinos, some Indians, Sri Lankans and other assorted 
nationalities. Besides English Masses, they also celebrate Masses in 
Tagalog, Malayalam and Hebrew. They gather in a makeshift worship 
area roughly the size of our main assembly room at St. Paul’s retreat 
center in Detroit.  
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Greetings from Israel...
A note from Enno Dango, July 12, 2015 

Enno and Beatitude Michel Sabbah 
celebrating Mass.

Enno with the two brothers.

Fr. James and Enno by the wall.
One of the morning Eucharistic concelebrations was with His 
Beatitude Michel Sabbah, the first non-Italian Archbishop and Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem (1987-2008) in more than 5 centuries. This very 
humble Emeritus Archbishop, a native of Nazareth, carried Catholics of 
various rites in this disputed Land of Israel-Palestine through difficult 
and tumultuous years of conflict, intifadas, assassination of Rabin, 
death of Arafat and other momentous periods of this troubled land.

Spending his retirement with the Bridgettine sisters, he has been very 
hospitable and friendly to Passionists serving the sisters every 
morning. It is always a great privilege and humbling experience to 
concelebrate with this great man, let alone be served and washed by 
him at Mass. God bless this man.

That’s all for now. Please continue to pray for the future of our 
foundation here at Sta. Martha, and of course, for peace in the 
worsening reality in the middle east.

Enno, CP
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Recently, I returned from Visitation to our Passionist Community in Haiti. I was happy to have the 
company of my classmate John Powers who was with Rick Frechette some twenty-eight years ago when 
Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos was choosing possible sites in Haiti for a home for orphaned children. I believe 
it goes without saying that what Rick and Enzo DelBrocco, C.P., are doing there is heroic. The men and women 
who work with them, both Haitian and volunteers from other countries, are admirable in their dedication. 
The stories are many and each day seems to bring a different tragic human situation yet an equally faith-filled 
response. It both breaks your heart and heals your heart.

Haiti Visitation...
From Bob Joerger, Provincial, St. Paul of the Cross Province 

In the picture are our three aspirants to Passionist life. They are Jules Lebien, Carilus Pierre, and Maxi 
Durand. These three young men live in a very simple three room dwelling in a neighborhood near the hospital 
where Rick and Enzo live. They attend school, help with the liturgies at the hospital (which daily include the 
bodies of one or more people, often infants and children, who have died since Mass the day before), and help 
organize the “Little Stones” outreach for youth in Cite Soleil.

In a courtesy visit at the Chancery with Rick, Enzo, John and me, the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince expressed 
enormous gratitude and respect for the work of Rick and Enzo. Afterwards the Nuncio welcomed us to a 
delicious lunch at the Nunciature where he expressed similar support for the presence of the Passionists in 
Haiti.
 
Wishing all of you blessings and peace, I am
 
 
Your brother in JXP,
Robert, C.P.

(l-r): Bob Joerger, Jules Lebien, Enzo DelBrocco, Carilus Pierre, 
John Powers, Maxi Durand and Rick Frechette.
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Photo Ops

Frank Keenan’s family gathered at 
St. Benedict’s Home to celebrate his birthday.

Daniel Chang (l) and Junesh Vakappadath (r) 
spent some time in Louisville and 

were treated to a first class tour of the city 
by David Colhour (center).

Sandra Arnauld is the new business administrator at 
St. Paul of the Cross Retreat and Conference Center 

in Detroit, Michigan.  Welcome Sandra!

On Sunday, July 26, Jack Oliver, the husband of Jane 
Oliver, who works at Christ the King Passionist 

Retreat Center, professed a private vow in the spirit 
of our Passionist Charism to live in memory of the 

Passion. The community and several of Jack’s 
family members were present. Jack has been 

receiving spiritual direction from Jim Strommer  
in preparation for this event.


