
"I pray this letter blesses you and helps

you start your Lent with a generous spirit, an

interior spirit of self-denial and penance,

bearing fruit in a generous gift of self with Jesus

to the Father. No matter what state of life you

are in you are called to be a saint. Keep your

heart recollected in the Presence of God during

your work. Your heart should be a living

tabernacle for the gentle Sacramental Jesus.

Remain within yourself in this tabernacle at the

feet of Jesus, as did Magdalene. In spirit

embrace those divine feet, listen to his sweet

words, and let yourself be completely

consumed with love for him" These inspiring

words of St. Paul of the Cross to Teresa Palozzi

may help us too as we begin the season of Lent.
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Passionist Jyotir Bhavan,

Carmelaram PO, Bangalore-560035, Karnataka, India.

www.passionistindia.com, Ph 080-28439527

(THOM)

thomviceprovince@gmail.com

Let us slow down and look more deeply at our lives. It's a time to refresh
our soul! We are encouraged to fast, to repent, to pray more and to be
generous to others. It is a perfect opportunity for renewal and a chance to
grow in our relationship with the Lord.

In the beautiful Ash Wednesday liturgy, with ashes upon our foreheads,
we listen to the age old words: " You are dust and unto dust you shall return",
reminding us the stark naked truth of who we are and who God is. The dust
we love to sweep away is the dust God sweeps up. In Jesus the dust becomes
the new heaven and new earth. Let's all pray for each other as we makes this
Lenten journey towards wholeness that on Easter Sunday we may all rise to
new life with the Lord. God bless you. Fr. Tomy Kanjirathinkal CP



COUNCIL MEETING

ORDINATIONS

Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) In

PUNALUR MISSION

+2 Education in Cochin

FMT (Financial Management Team)

The Next Council will be meeting at St Gemma

Novitiate, Nilambur, from March 26th to 27th.

Fr. Tomy joyfully announced the dates for the

upcoming ordinations:

Dcn. Vimal Backiyaraj CP 3rd May 2014

Dcn. Febin Barose CP 10th May 2014

Dcn. Welfen Xavier CP 12th May 2014

Dcn. Ajesh Mathew CP 13th May 2014

Dcn. Rajan George CP 17th May 2014

The next council meeting is to look into process of

canonically approving our brothers to Ordination.

dia.

The Council designates Br. Jerson Cusher CP to

manage the desk of JPIC in India. It is an

acknowledgment to his several years of involvement

with the Domestic Workers Movement and now in his

new role of JPIC Co-ordinator, he is to work in

conjunction with the Congregation's international

efforts to be involved in voicing the major justice issues

to which we are committed globally. He is encouraged

to form a team and get the philosophy and theology

students involved in these matters and discussions.

A Passionist openness to Punalur Mission is in its
final stage of planning and implementation. After
discussing at length with the Bishop, Fr. Tomy and the
Bishop settled for a temporary initial agreement that
one priest will be made available for a short period . Fr.
Sugun is designated to take up this new venture on
19th March, 2014.

The council deliberates that the +2 Education of
the North Indian Students be better pursued in Cochin
rather than in Bhopal.

Fr. Wilson Victor and Fr Sugun Lawrence were
appointed to be members of the FMT making it a Five
member Panel.

MARCH 2014

3rd:Fr. Giltus Mathias CP

6th:Fr. Francis Chanampally CP

10th: Fr. John Varghese CP

13th: Fr Bruno D’Souza CP

30th: Fr Pascal Cuthina CP

19th Feast of St Joseph

25th: Annunciation



Fr. Sebastian Konnully CP, celebrated His Birthday on 20th February, 2014 with

members of the Passionist in Bangalore.

Fr.Tomy CP, Joined in the celebration of the Parish Feast of St Antony’s

Church, Shornur, which began on the 22nd Feb to conclude on 2nd Mar, 2014,

where Fr George Kolothum CP serve as Parish Priest in the Newly Commissioned

Diocese of Sultanpet, Kerala.



My name is Austin Rasche. I'm from a small town in southern Indiana named
Huntingburg, but have resided in Nashville, Tennessee for the past couple years where I met and
befriended a great man by the name of Ken Schmitt. He introduced me to the Passionists
Community and Fr. Thomas Kalam, a Carmelite from India. They have given me an opportunity of
a lifetime, which I am presently living out.

I traveled here early November of this past year as part of a joint effort between the
Passionists and Carmelites, responding to Pope Francis's Calls for Solidarity and Dialogue, trying
to help anyone and everyone, anywhere and everywhere, become closer. I haven't been saving
lives in a hospital, or teaching God's words, but simply trying to help instill enjoyment and
external learning in students, staff, and communities, by teaching the game of basketball.

I have also attended Catholic and Hindu weddings and many events, from St. Sebastian's
Feast to the Allappey Beach Festival. I've traveled with a class to an orphanage to give meals to
their members. I've attended two “Annual Days” (School Anniversaries),which include students
from that school singing, acting out skits (one of which I was a part of, acting as the king of the
French Revolution), dances, comedy, and much more. I have attended athletic events from cricket
matches to track and field days.

I have also started learning the local Malayalam language thanks to students on the
basketball team who have been very intent on teaching me, even though it is one of, if not THE,
hardest languages to learn! I am learning very slowly, to say the least. I was even invited just this
past weekend to play along with a university team in a local tournament in Allappey. That was a lot
of fun. I've been lucky enough to work side-by-side a few times with the International Jr. National
Basketball Association organization that also has come to Kerala to teach basketball to kids.
Believe it or not I even made the newspaper a few times during my stay here.

I am currently with the Passionist community in Thoppumpady, Cochin, with Fr Joe
VanLeeuwen and students. Fr Joe has shown me around Cochin and Fort Kochi, as well as taking
me to Wyping Island to visit an outdoor mass and grotto. I visited the Passionist parish in Palliport
for a few days last week. This weekend is the Feast of St. Gabriel, so everyone is currently
preparing for it. I leave back for home this Monday, March 3rd.
Best wishes! Austin Rasche

Journey of a Lay Passionist

The community at Ashram JXP with Austin Rasche



St. Gabriel Jubilee Chapel at Ashram JXP was filled with faithful people
celebrating the three day Feast of St. Gabriel on February 28th, March 1st
and 2nd. Celebrants and Preachers were Diocesan, Mercedarian, Oblates of
St. Joseph and Passionists, Friday and Saturday in Mayalayam, Sunday in
English. Services on Saturday evening were followed by a candlelight
procession, carrying the statue of St. Gabriel, complete with fireworks
lighting up the sky. The Feast concluded on Sunday morning with the
Eucharist, Novena, Benediction and a delicious catered breakfast for close to
three hundred people. Since 2012 our Feast has been totally sponsored by
the generosity of the laity. Three couples have already come forward to
sponsor the 2015 Feast. We have a weekly Novena to St. Gabriel on
Wednesday mornings following the Mass. Quite often we hear of favours and
blessings received through the intercession of St. Gabriel. My he continue to
bless the people of India and become more known and loved as the Saint of
Miracles and Patron of Youth.

Fr.Joe.

Feast of St.Ganriel at Ashram JXP

The flag hoisting ceremony for the Feast of St. Gabriel and Final Eucharist

The Children Rally and the Charismatic Convention at Passionist Parish, Palliport.


