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Funeral of Bishop Anthony Burgess of Wewak 
 

This morning I attended the funeral 
of Bishop Tony Burgess at St Mary’s 
Cathedral.  While only a third of the 
funeral was full, there were 15 
Bishops, including the apostolic 
Nuncio, Bishop Otto, Bishop Rochas 
and Bishop Young from PNG, along 
with Archbishop Brian Barnes, 
another 14 or so bishops and many 
clergy, especially the Franciscans 
and SVDs.  I went especially to 

represent Joachim and our men who have worked ‘sin Wewak where 
Bishop Tony was particularly supportive of our work.  About 40 priests 
were concelebrating. 
 
Bishop Tony was the eldest of 8 children, from Singleton, ordained for 
the Archdiocese of Hobart.  He 
worked there for three years and 
then went to Aitape and Wewak.  
His sister, Anne, gave the most 
wonderful eulogy – had all we 
hard-bitten priests wiping our 
eyes. She commented: His 
illness didn’t confine, or define, 
Tony, but it did reveal who he 
truly was. 
 
Graduand 2013 - Fr John Curtis  
 
Fr John recently graduated from the special Canon Law program for 
religious run by CRA.  John has been attending that course for the 
past three years.  Congratulations John.  A job well done. 
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At this years module, Kevin Hennessy began his Canon Law studies.  
We wish him well in the years ahead. 
 
Solidarity in Action 
 
Fr Kevin Hennessy and his offsider, Sr Anne Cunningham, is busy at 
the moment preparing the entry visas for Nikodemus and Petrus, the 
two newly ordained priests from Indonesia who our Repac Province, 
Indonesia, have offered us to work in PNG. They will hopefully be 
arriving after Christmas to begin 6 months of English Studies.  Kevin is 
also working on the English language program and the study visas for 
Tony, Joey and John our two PNG and Chinese novices who will study 
in YTU next year. 
 
Passionist Sheep in Kenya 
 
We have also made a $3000 donation to our Kenyan Province towards 
their Sheep Raising Project.  This animal husbandry program will 
provide essential finances for student formation in the Province there.  
The money is not donated directly, but channelled through the 
Solidarity Fund in Rome. 
 
Filipino Postscript 
 
After returning to Manila after the retreat last Sunday, I flew home 
Monday evening.  But Monday morning and afternoon I did a whirlwind 
tour through our houses in Manila. 

I visited first our Student house at Loyola 
Heights.  There are 18 professed young 
men there studying their Theology. These 
include Matthew 
and Joseph, who 
did their novitiate 
with the first 
Paspac group 
and whose 

English is excellent.  They send their love to 
all back here in the Province. 
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Then we called in to visit the Passionist Sisters at their novitiate, 
school and convent.  What a lively bunch of women they are, many of 
them sending best wishes to our two Kevins. 
 
We called in to see our brand new ecologically sensitive church of St 
Gabriel’s and their beautiful three dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then went on to visit the 
Philosophy Seminary for 22 of our 
young aspirants.  I met them 
plucking 8 chickens which will 
provide protein for 24 young men 
for a week.  They get a cup of 
rice, some vegetables and a little 
protein for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner.  That’s it!!  Our PNG 
aspirant’s would eat more than 
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that in one meal   Again there are such idealistic, committed and 
serious young men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Then we visited the Postulancy and the four 
young men due to start their novitiate in  
April. Again they were a great group of 
young guys.  And with all the student 
communities I have been in 4 in all there is 
the same spirit of family, home, camaraderie 
and community between the young aspirants 
and the senior professed. 
 
 
Finally, we visited our largest parish in the city, where the above two 
seminaries are. It is the largest 
‘barrio’, settlement in the Philippines 
and perhaps the world.  Originally it 
was one parish administered by two 
of our priests with over one million 
parishioners.  Now it is five parishes, 
so our parish know only has 250,000 
parishioners. 
 
My thanks to Fr Manny who drove me from one side of Manila to the 
other then back again to the airport.  Those who have been to Manila 
will; realise what a feat of driving this entails. 
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    ZACCHAEUS MEETS JESUS: ZACCHAEUS MEETS JESUS: ZACCHAEUS MEETS JESUS: ZACCHAEUS MEETS JESUS: 31ST SUNDAY C 

 
 

Brian Gleeson CP 

 

Today (tonight) we find ourselves in the city of Jericho, an oasis city in the 

Jordan valley, known as the 'City of Palms'. We smell its famous balsam trees 

which perfume the air for miles around. We gaze on its equally famous rose 

gardens which attract so many visitors. In the middle of all this beauty there 

occurs that deeply significant meeting between Jesus and a little man called 

Zacchaeus. 

 

Now Zacchaeus is a tax collector, indeed a chief tax collector, for the 

occupying foreign power, the Romans. For that very reason he is despised by 

his fellow Jews. For making so much money at their expense through 

cheating and swindling them, he is loathed and hated like no other person in 

town. Although Zacchaeus is now a wealthy man, he is not a happy one. 

Lately he has become quite fed up with being hated and despised by 

everyone, and with feeling so lonely and lost. Lately he has started searching 

for some turn-around in his life, some way to change his occupation and his 

life-style. 

 

When one day he hears the news that Jesus of Nazareth is heading his way, 

he knows that he simply has to meet this Jesus - to get the comfort and hope, 

the love and forgiveness, the brand new start which he so desperately needs. 

 

But getting to meet Jesus is anything but easy. First there is the risk of going 

into that crowd, many of whom will surely take their chance to jostle, push 

and even kick him. When he does join the crowd he finds he cannot see over 

the tall people hemming him in on every side. So he hits on a brain-wave. He 

races ahead and climbs a tree, actually a mulberry tree, with short trunk and 

wide branches, just right for a short, overweight person like him to look out 

for Jesus. 

 

He has not long to wait. To his surprise, Jesus looks up from under the tree, 

smiles and says with a touch of humour and presumption: 'Zacchaeus, get 

down. Hurry up. I've got to stay at your house today.' Zacchaeus is bubbling 

with joy and excitement as he walks his guest to his own home, and 
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welcomes him at the door: 'It's just so marvellous to meet you', Zacchaeus 

keeps saying over and over again, ‘I can’t believe my luck.’ 

 

Meanwhile the crowd that would willingly strangle Zacchaeus if they could 

get their hands on him cannot believe what they are seeing: 'This Jesus,' they 

complain, 'has gone to stay at a sinner's house.' Their cutting words, 

however, are a moment of truth for Zacchaeus, There and then, in the 

presence of Jesus, who has been so friendly, so accepting, so understanding, 

so ready to forgive, Zacchaeus stands his ground: 'Look, sir, he says, 'I am 

going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I 

will pay back four times the amount.' His turn-around, his change of heart, 

his conversion, could hardly be more spontaneous, more sincere, or more 

complete. Jesus acknowledges this when he replies: 'I have come to seek out 

and save what was lost. Today salvation has come to this house.' 

 

Brothers and Sisters! There is just so much enlightenment and comfort for 

you and me too in this touching incident. We see Jesus for what he was and 

still is, 'the friend of sinners', and therefore our friend. Our understanding, 

compassionate, and forgiving friend! Our friend who is there when others fail 

or desert us! The one who is present when others are absent! The one who 

helps and heals when others only criticize and condemn! The one who never 

gives up on us, never despairs of us! The one who waits patiently for us to 

change our lives, and who allows us time to do so! The one, in short, who 

loves us with an everlasting love, an everlasting forgiving love, an everlasting 

healing love, and an everlasting transforming love! The one whom we meet 

today [tonight) in our holy communion with him and one another! 

 

Just like Zacchaeus, then, let us welcome this great person Jesus, into our 

lives and into our house, knowing and trusting what a difference he will 

make! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom McDonough CP 
Fr Tom McDonough CP 
Provincial. 
 


