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  D e ce m b e r

    Birthdays
1 Glenn Bisquera
9 Laurence Finn
 Michael Hoolahan
30 Alan Phillip 

 

      Professions
 8 Michael Hoolahan 
 Guillermo Castillo
 29 Joseph Mitchell 

 Ordination
 4 Bruno D’Souza  
20 Christopher Gibson

     December   8 
         Immaculate Conception    
  
      December   9
         Blessed Bernard Mary 
         Silvestrelli 
     
      December   12
         Our Lady of Guadalupe

      December   25
          Nativity of Our Lord

LOOKING FORWARD...

Updates...
• The Provincial Council meets December 16-19 in Park Ridge. 

• Congratulations to Richard Harris, of Holy Family Parish in 
Birmingham! Richard is the winner of the Sister Rita Washington 
Stewardship Award for 2014, for his service to the Office of Black 
Catholic Ministry in the Diocese of Birmingham.  Richard will be 
honored at the Diocesan Prayer Service, commemorating Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., on January 11, 2014. 

• We are pleased to share with you that Holy Cross Province  has raised 
over $39,000  to send to our Passionist brothers in the Philippines to 
help those suffering in the aftermath of typhoon Haiyan. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

• The Fall 2013Passionist Magazine is now online.  You can view the 
magazine here: 
http://fcweb1.faithcatholic.net/digital/Passionists/PASfall2013/ 

• On November 16, the Sierra Madre Mountain Views News published 
a front page story entitled “Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center  
Contemplating Housing Project.”  It included photos of the 
retreat center property; and the accompanying text described our 
conversations about developing the open field of the property.  We are 
grateful for the wonderful support and hope that the Province will be 
able to move forward with developing its plans. 

• The Provinical Office donated numerous relics found in the archives, 
many with accompanying documentation of their authenticity, to 
Richard Fragomeni, CTU professor of liturgy, and rector of Our Lady 
of Pompeii Shrine in Chicago.  

• Sebastian MacDonald participated in the chaplain emergency training 
program for Chicago airport chaplains, on November 9, at St. Julian 
Eymard parish. 

• Mark Francis CSV, the new president of CTU, has appointed Robin 
Ryan CP, of St. Paul of the Cross Province, to a five year professorship 
of systematic theology at CTU, commencing next fall. Robin will again 
become a welcome resident at St. Vincent Strambi Community in 
Hyde Park.
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A Blessed Christmas to All
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Vocations...
Chris Gibson and Antonio Aquino were part of more than 200 vocation ministers representing the 
National Religious Vocation Conference (NRVC) at the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) for 
four days recently in Indianapolis.  They all wore the same T-shirt making visible their presence among the 
youth which had written on the back: “Consider Religious Life... Ask us!” It was a truly powerful and 
energizing experience to see over 23,000 youth filled with the Holy Spirit, especially when everyone 
gathered at a stadium near the Convention Center. Antonio and Chris had plenty of involvement and 
interaction with the youth at the Spirit Center and Inspirational Nook where they could answer inquiries 
about religious life.  Antonio and Chris even got to show their talents at the “Vocations Have Talents” stage: 
Antonio shared his knowledge of sign language and musical gifts, and Chris shared the art of playing small 
musical instruments like the mouth organ and recorder. What a privilege to be part of this experience of 
spiritual enrichment and vocation promotion!

More vocation activities are taking place around the province, especially in Houston and Chicago. Alfredo 
Ocampo and Ken O’Malley met recently with our vocational prospects.

Mass of Thanksgiving...
On Sunday, November 17, Alex Steinmiller celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving for his 50 years as a 
Passionist and his 70th birthday, at his home parish, St. Raymond de Penafort, in Mount Prospect, Illinois.  
The Mass was followed by a reception in the parish community room with Alex’s famiy and friends.

Alex (George) Steinmiller blows out the candles on his 
cake. It’s a good thing Alex’s family used number candles 

or the fire department might have been called!

Clemente Barrón, Arthur Carrillo, Chris Gibson and 
Sebastian MacDonald joined Alex in his celebration.

Everyone in the stadium got into the spirit!T-shirts easily identified the
NRVC personnel.

At left: detail view of cake.
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Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School...

Holy Family seniors Elijah Brown and 
Khayla Jones with College Counselor 

Pamela Cowan (center).

In an era when many are complaining about the state of urban education in metro Birmingham, 
students at Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School in Ensley are showing that young people 
can thrive academically in the right learning environment.    A record 58 percent (142 of the nearly 
240 students) made the A-B honor roll (3.0 to 4.0 GPA and above), during the first 9-week 
grading period.    Holy Family Cristo Rey Principal, Sidney Moore, said, “These students earned 
those good grades through hard work. Our teachers push them to succeed.”

Kennedi Bryant and Corey Walker are among a group of outstanding freshmen.  Kennedi has a 
4.3 GPA, while Corey achieved a 4.13 GPA.   Both students said the combination of a college prep 
education and internship program attracted them to Holy Family Cristo Rey.  

Moore said that Holy Family Cristo Rey is blessed to have quality students in all grade levels. 
Sophomores Jaylin Russell, who has a 4.4 GPA, and Jarrett Shelby, who has a 4.3 GPA, said they 
like the smaller classroom setting at Holy Family Cristo Rey.   Junior Maria Dudley, who has a 
4.57 GPA, would like to attend either Duke University or Harvard University and major in 
physics.   Senior Elijah Brown, a transfer from Bessemer City School has a 4.3 GPA. Elijah said 
he plans to become a biologist and pursue a degree at UAB, Samford University or Full Sail 
University.  Fellow senior Khayla Jones plans to become a physical therapist.

Holy Family Cristo Rey students said the experience they get from working at a young age will 
pay off in adulthood.  “I have learned a lot at my job, and it has helped me succeed even more 
in the classroom,” said Elijah, whose supervisor at BBVA Compass won the 2012-13 Supervisor 
of the Year from the Holy Family Cristo Rey Corporate Internship Program. Elijah said there is 
friendly academic competition among students at Holy Family Cristo Rey.  Added Khayla, “I love 
the one-on-one attention we get from teachers and the friendly environment we have here.”
    

(l-r): Holy Family Cristo Rey Principal Sidney Moore, 
freshmen Steven Roscoe and Kennedi Bryant, 

and College Counselor Pamela Cowan


