
 

IN BETWEEN 
Holy Cross Province 
February 28, 2014 
 

 
May the Passion of Jesus Christ be always in our hearts. 

 

 
Titular Feast of the Passionist Congregation  

Happy Feast Day! My reflection on the Solemn Commemoration of the 

Passion this morning focused on Paul of the Cross. I was imaging Paul 

receiving the news that the Pope had approved this special Feast Day for the 

Congregation. I am sure Paul was overwhelmed with joy. He undoubtedly was 

as excited as any gold medal winner was at the Sochi Winter Olympics. Paul 

proposed the idea for a special Divine Office in honor of the Passion of Christ 

in 1758. It was not approved until 1776. Let us share in Paul’s joy and 

excitement as we renew our commitment to keep alive the Passion of Jesus 

Christ. 

Loving God, keep before our eyes 

The mystery of Christ crucified, 

So that we may preach to the world 

The redeeming love of your Son. 
Evening Prayer I 

 
Visitations 2014 

I have completed visitations at Mater Dolorosa and Christ the King. The next scheduled visitations are at 

St. Paul of the Cross (March 10-13) and Holy Name (April 21-24). Since these locations are also retreat 

centers, I wanted to arrange my schedule to accommodate when the retreat center boards would be 

meeting. I will begin scheduling visitation for the other three communities. Joe Moons will conduct the 

visitation with the Immaculate Conception Community (April 8-April 9). 

 

Visitations 2015 

In preparation for our Provincial Chapter in June of 2015, the General Superior has delegated Denis 

Travers to conduct the visits to our communities and ministry sites. This special visitation will probably 

happen in the early months of 2015. 

 

Fr. Bob Coward, C.P. 

The cremains of Bob have arrived in Chicago. After being notified, our friend Dennis Krawzak of Suerth 

Funeral Home went out to O’Hare to secure the urn. It took him over two hours and three different 

departments to get all the approvals, including that of Homeland Security. The Funeral Mass and burial 

will take place at All Saints Cemetery on Tuesday, March 4. 

 

The Gift of Aging, June 9, 2014 

I have asked those in Holy Cross Province 50-80 years of age to come one day before our Province 

Assembly. We will gather to reflect on the aging process and how we can understand it better and respond 

to it positively. Our facilitator will be Dr. Jane Thibault a gerontologist and emerita clinical professor in 

the department of Family and Geriatric Medicine, University of Louisville, where she taught for thirty-

one years. She served as an adjunct faculty member for the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

and is currently a consultant for aging issues, specializing in the spiritual dimensions of aging for several 

religious communities. She is the author of several journal articles and books. 

 

 



Province Assembly 

Communities/Retreat Centers/Parishes have been assigned worship events during our Province Assembly: 
Tuesday – June 10 

 Morning Prayer   Mater Dolorosa Community and Retreat Center 

 Eucharist   St. Paul of the Cross Community and Retreat Center 

 

Wednesday – June 11 

 Morning Prayer   Holy Family Parishes and High School 

 Eucharist (Jubilee Celebration) Holy Name Community and Retreat Center 

 

Thursday – June 12 

 Morning Eucharist  Immaculate Conception Community 

 
Chapter Planning Committee (CPC) 

I am pleased to announce that our Chapter Planning Committee has been established. John Monzyk, 

Alfredo Ocampo, Don Senior, Richard Burke and Elizabeth Velarde have graciously accepted serving the 

Province in the preparations for our Provincial Chapter 2015. John Schork is council liaison and chair of 

the Committee. Our facilitator will be Paul Michalenko, ST. 

 

Catholic Theological Union Board of Trustees 

Having served several years on the CTU Board, Sebastian MacDonald’s term expires this year. On behalf 

of the Province, I thank him for his dedication to the mission of CTU, his dependable presence at these 

board meetings and his detailed written reports to the council. Clemente Barrón has graciously accepted 

serving on the CTU Board. Thank you, Clem! 

 

Configuration of Jesus Crucified 

Eights major superiors met January 17-19, 2014, at the Passionist Spiritual Center in Cuernavaca, 

Morales, an hour outside of Mexico City. Photos of the meeting were in the February Newsletter. Moises 

Rios Ruiz is President of the Configuration and Francisco Murray is secretary. Mr. Herminio Quaresma 

was invited to speak to the members about Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation. He focused on justice 

and the economy. The presentation was so global that I don’t believe it was very practical for us. 

 

The Statutes for the Configuration and Financial Norms were revised, accepted, and now sent to the 

General and his Council for approval. The Assembly recommended that the members of the Formation 

Commission begin to determine common elements of an initial formation program, respecting elements 

that will be specific to local concerns. The Formation Commission is also asked to discuss possibilities 

for younger Passionists in the Configuration to come together. The Finance Commission needs to work 

toward a unified format for reporting finances, perhaps based on the format that comes from the 

Generalate. The Personnel in Mission Commission was asked to encourage language studies, exchange of 

personnel, and investigate the possibility of students having a mission experience before ordination. The 

final area for discussion was the role of laity. It was agreed that laity would be invited to participate. This 

will be accomplished by the host entity who will invite laity for one day of the General Assembly. Next 

year the Assembly will meet in Argentina, January 25-28, 2015. 

 

Inter-Council Meeting 

The Inter-Council Meeting is an informal gathering of Passionists from Mexico (both men and women), 

Puerto Rico / Dominican Republic, St. Paul of the Cross and Holy Cross Provinces. The Sisters from the 

East Coast were not able to attend. The theme for the meeting was The Mission of Passionists to Youth 

and Young Adults. Dr. Maria Luisa Aspe Armella was invited to speak to the group. She serves on the 

Bishops’ Committee on Youth and Young Adults, which recently completed a national survey. After 

listening to the results of the survey, it seems that youth in Mexico are very similar to youth in the United 

States concerning their relationship to the Church, their understanding of faith and their interpretations of 

moral values. Basically, the survey confirmed that youth are post-modern, that they are more subjective 

and less objective in interpreting reality, less inclined to be part of the institutional Church and more 

inclined to challenge the status quo. Sounds familiar! She was an excellent speaker and very skilled with 

questions and extended discussion. Our cultural day was a tour of the famous silver town of Taxco and a 

tour of the cathedral church in Cuernavaca. There was time for various councils to gather. Our council 



spent Wednesday morning discussing with Bob Joerger and Richard Burke health care challenges. Both 

Provinces are facing a large population of older men for the next 10-20 years.  

 

Fr. Cedric Pisegna, C.P. 

Cedric was accepted by the Trinity Broadcast Network (TBN) to air his programs. This will give him 

greater exposure in his evangelizing efforts. His program, Live with Passion, airs on Sunday at 8:00 AM 

in the East and 5:00 AM on the West Coast. TBN is a national and worldwide network. It is on every 

cable system and satellite in the U.S. and scattered throughout the world. TBN airs Fr. Mike Manning, 

SVD, and also some old Bishop Fulton Sheen broadcasts. We congratulate Cedric for his TV work these 

past seven years and on being accepted to air his videos on TBN. 

 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

At the Configuration Meeting Fr. Jose Ramon, Vice Provincial of Our Lady of Peace, requested help at 

their parish, Our Lady of Peace, in San Juan. He would like help for the English Mass on Sunday 

morning. Jose suggested that if someone wanted to come to San Juan to learn Spanish, that person could 

study from Monday to Friday and then take the English Mass on Sunday. If anyone is interested, let me 

know. 

 

Fr. Paul Zilonka, C.P. - Update 

New York City has been pounded relentlessly with snow and ice storms all this week, but the sun came out 

for me yesterday at Sloan-Kettering. Several diagnostic scans at the beginning of the week determined 

that I am a good candidate for octreotide therapy, which was initiated immediately yesterday. This 

treatment involves a simple injection once a month whose purpose is to block receptors in the tumors in 

all three locations with the expectation that there would be no continued growth. I have continued to 

experience good health and full activity. This therapy means that I can approach the future with the 

attitude of “managing” this illness, like so many other cancer survivors. 

 

Conference of Major Superiors of Men 

CMSM is active in expressing their opinions for the revision/re-translation of the Liturgy of the Hours to 

the USCCB. CMSM is emphasizing the importance of a translation for group/public prayer rather than 

individual/private prayer. 

 

The Brothers’ Think Tank is preparing a letter to all major superiors on the Brothers’ vocation and taking 

opportunities to speak to U.S. Church leaders about the importance of promoting vocations to the 

Brotherhood. 

 

 


