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Holy Spirit Province 
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Date –17/11/13 

Ed. 056/2013 

__________________________________________________________ 

Dear Brothers, Sisters and friends in the Passionist Family 

Thanks for the Help – The Philippines Tragedy 
 
My thanks for your help and support for our brothers and sisters in the 
Philippines, - whether that has been through your own personal prayer, 
your prayer in communities, and parishes, with the PFGM’s and 
Companions.  Our PFGM family in New Zealand are sending their 
collected donations directly to the Passionist Filipino account through 
John Crawford.  For those going through our own Provincial Office  
$3,500 has already been donated.  I am sure through our own parishes 
much more has been given. 
 
This is a snippet from an email from Fr Gwen Barde, A lecturer at Loyola 
and student director.  He was at the Paspac meeting in Japan. 

As for us here, 
we're still coping 
with the aftermath 
of the devastating 
earthquake and 
typhoon. I'm doing 

some 
psychological relief 
operations with our 
students and some 
colleagues in the 
university. While 
there are long 
lines of people 

asking for relief goods, there are equally big piles of people 
opting to stay with their dead children around, wishing they 
would die as well" 
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PFGM New Zealand 
 
In one of the last official newsletters, I included a report from the recent  
work of Fr. Peter and Gwen in England.  The following is an offering from 
one of the young women, Emily, aged 13,  of the PGFM’s in New 
Zealand, done in response to a question in her Religious Education 
Class: 

What do I most enjoy in my faith life?  

My family and I are a part of our Parish Passionist Family Group. In this 
group, we do activities together and gain close friendships with each 
other. Through all the activities we do, I have challenged myself while 
also having fun. My father isn’t a Catholic, but he is still welcomed and 
included in the group. No one is judged or put down. 
 
One thing that I find important about the family group is that we are like 
one big family. We all stick together and we are always there for each 
other. I can trust anyone in the group and I feel loved and welcomed. In 
our Catholic faith, we believe that we are all members of our Christian 
family, the Church. God is our father and Mary is the mother of the 
Church. Our Passionist Family Group is a sub-set of this. 
 
I have met many people through our Parish Passionist Family Group, and 
I’ve made many great friendships and bonds with people. The group has 
helped me to socialise a lot more, especially with people that I may not 
usually talk to.” 
 
Sydney Companions Retreat 
 
Last weekend our Sydney based Passionist Companions gathered at 
Mittagong.  They look a bunch of happy campers, led by Gary Perritt. 
Gary prepared a great 
resource on Passionist 
Spirituality which you 
should find also 
attached to the email 
bringing this Bulletin to 
you.  It was based on 
some maerial of Fr Paul 
Francis Spenser whom 
many earlier 
Companions would 
remember.  Gary and 
Paul both hope you will 
feel free to use this 
material and spread it 
around if you wish. 
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News from St Paul Apostle – Endeavour Hills 
 
I received the following from Fr TIim O’Toole just before leaving for PNG, 
I apologize  this is the first opportunity I have had to get it into the News 
 

Our parish of St Paul Apostle of St Paul Apostle has just 
commenced a new pastoral out reach with the commencement 
of a Vinnies/Parish Soup Van.  

After it being a hope that our Parish might be able to commence 
an outreach program in our suburb and mentioning it a few 
times over the past two years or so when speaking at mass six 
of us went along to  nearby parish to see how their Vinnies Van 
worked. We thought we’d be observers on the night but then we 
found we were the crew that night. Under the capable 
leadership of a parishioner who was our driver we did our first 
run. 

Our small group was hooked after that night and we 
commenced looking to see if it was a viable outreach for our 
parish. The support from the parish has been overwhelming with 
sixty signing up to be involve along with a younger group of 
Vinnies from a neighbouring parish who will also take part.  

After the first two runs the committee is already looking at 
adding another night early next year. It’s a real great feeling to 
see the parish take so quickly to this pastoral outreach.  As we 
wrote last Weekend in our Parish Newsletter  

 
As Our Year Winds Down  Two Parish Projects Get Goi ng 
 
It has been an eventful few weeks in 
our parish. Normally you’d think it’d 
be time to slow down a little and 
take a breath before Christmas is 
upon us but there have been some 
exciting events take place. A few 
weeks ago the Men’s Club hosted 
their regular Trivia Night which was 
well attended. Our Journey to 
Wellbeing series of seminars 
finished up after good attendances. 
And this week the Parish and 
Vinnies Soup Van project kicked off 
after months and months of preparation and planning. 
 
Last Wednesday a group of parishioners prepared sandwiches soup and 
hot drinks for our First Soup Van run. It was heartening to see the 
enthusiasm and excitement of all as they prepared for our first night. Br 
Doug, who oversees the many Vinnies soup Vans in Victoria was there to 
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give a hand and show us the ropes. He will be working with us for the 
next month or so until we get ourselves established and into a routine.  
On return from their time on the road there was a real sense of 
accomplishment expressed and that it had been a real positive 
experience. We’ll hear more of this in a later article.    
 
And Sr Anne cp, writes….. 
 

The Bunurong Community 
Garden Project a joint 
venture of St. Paul Apostle 
South School and the 
Parish JPIC group has been 
gradually developing since it 
was first launched some 
months ago. 
Progress to date includes a 
preliminary meeting with 

interested parishioners; a planning group was formed which met and 
produced a plan; a working bee was organised to clear some small 
spaces and to plant herbs and vegetables.  
As the weather improved, work on clearing the larger space of unused 
ground was carried out by school personnel; boxes were prepared, soil 
delivered and water from the tanks in the school grounds will be laid on 
ready for planting to take place on Saturday. Grateful thanks to all who 
have participated and helped in the project. Please continue your 
involvement to ensure a successful collaboration between the Parish and 
the School.   
  
 
Br John McGeachie Returns 
 
After several months , John has received permission from his medical 
team to return to Papua New Guinea.  It has been a long and hard road 
for John and he is greatly relieved to be returning to his home and work at 
Dove Travel.  John will need to be careful with his health and make sure 
he is having more regular check ups.   
 
John expresses his great appreciation for the prayers of the Province 
over these months of operations, tests and treatment 

 
 
PNG 
Visitation 
 
During the 
last 10 days I 
have spent 
time in 
Vanimo with 
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Valensius and John and in Madang with Phil Smith. Presently I am in 
Moresby with the community at Boroko. 
 
In Vanimo I spent a very enjoyable few days with our brothers there.  I 
attended the Clergy Conference 
which was a great opportunity 
to meet all those priests 
working in the diocese whom 
we usually don’t meet at all.  As 
they spoke of their various 
parishes it was a litany of 
names familiar to us all, Leitre, 
Utai, Wasengla, Imonda, 
Ossima, Baro, Lido, Kami.  
 
The new Church of St Luke 
Warimoo – being built by and 
funded by the laity alone. Warimoo was one of our parishes for 25 years ,  
on the water front under the palm trees 
 
I spent time at the Senta 
Bilong Helpim which is going 
from strength to strength.  
This year the Senta is 
sending 6 deaf and dumb 
students to Don Bosco High 
and 3 to Baro Primary – all 
trained in signing and teaches 
trained to assist them – a 
program originally begun by 
Br Benjamin Telu.  The Senta 
hopes to build a dormitory 
which would allow many more disabled kiddies from the bush to get 
rehabilitation, physio and education.  The Senta runs mostly with 
volunteer helpers and rusted equipment 
 
In Madang, I experienced great 
contrasts – the wonderfully 
resourced Divine Word 
University and the remote 
mountain villages where Phil 
goes each Sunday after 
Eucharist with a car load of 
medical supplies for villages 
that receive no government 
attention. 
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Here in Boroko, the students have finished 
studies and are preparing for their annual 
retreat.  A new student has joined them 
this semester, Dalzet whose grandfather 
was Fr Ignatius Wiley’s great co-worker 
and whose family donated the land to us at 
Ossima.  That makes two men from 
Ossima and one from Vanimo – the seeds 
you planed brothers are  still bearing fruit. 
 
 
Dalzet is on the left 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr Sugun Lawrence CP 
 
Sugun, pictured above and discernment has decided with the support of 
Tomy his Vice Provincial, to return home to India after Christmas.  Sugun 
will be assigned to a new ministry in accordance with the recent pastoral 
decisions of their Vice Provincial Congress.  On behalf of the whole 
Province, and especially or community and parish in Boroko, I thank 
Sugun for his generosity in giving a year of his life to our Province. During 
this time Sugun has been responsible for the students and a co-worker 
with Kevin on the Parish.  Sugun will be returning to India after Christmas. 
 
Michael O’Connor 
 
W received news this week of the death of Mr Michael O’Connor.  
Michael is the brother of our former Fr Tom O’Connor. Tom was my own 
class mate, though an older vocation than myself.  He died, after leaving 
the Congregation a number of years ago.  Michael was his younger 
brother, and brother of Catherine and Sr Marie ssg presently living in 
Glebe.  The family grew up in Graham St, Marrickville, and their mum 
being a stalwart member of the parish 
 
 
Happy Feast of Christ the King 
 
Tom cpTom cpTom cpTom cp    

Provincial Superior 
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JESUS CHRIST, KING OF OUR HEARTS AND LIVES 

 

Brian Gleeson CP 

A man called Michael tells a story that shows how seriously he 

takes the gospel words of Jesus to Pontius Pilate: ‘Yes, I am a king 

… I came into the world for this: to bear witness to the truth; and 

all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.’ This is what he 

says about witnessing to the truth in an everyday situation: 

 

My wife and I are building extensions on our house, 

and while that’s going on we decided to move out 

and rent. Earlier this year a hailstorm damaged some 

parts of our town, so I went over to our old house to 

check for damage. I looked it over and found no new 

damage. 

 

My wife mentioned that some people were claiming 

for a new roof from insurance companies. I thought 

about this and decided that it would be easy to do. 

But something inside me said it was wrong. I told my 

wife what I thought, expecting an argument, but to 

my surprise I didn’t get one. My builder asked me, 

‘Why is everyone in your street getting a new roof 

and you’re not?’ I answered that I was just trying to 

be honest. He turned his head with a blank stare that 

said to me ‘You’re off your rocker’, and to tell the 

truth I was starting to think the same way. But again 

there was this feeling inside. 

 

Recently [he continues] my wife was visiting three 

doors down from our old house. They have a new roof 

courtesy of the hailstorm. She came home and said, 

‘You won’t believe this, but on their kitchen table 

were one hundred and two photos of their new roof. 

It has all gone so wrong.’ 
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Michael concludes: 

 

When I was a kid, a teacher who was a nun said that 

our guardian angel is that little voice inside us that 

steers us in the right direction. I still believe this. I also 

believe that what you say and do affects everyone 

around you. Surely this is the living God at work. 

 

At his trial Jesus replies to the question that Pontius Pilate, 

Governor of Judea and leader of the Roman occupying power, put 

to him: ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answers: ‘Yes, I am a 

king.’ 

   

He is a king all right. He is our King, our Leader, one whom we 

honour and love, one to whom we readily and gladly bend the 

knee and bow the head. Was it not to bring in that new world that 

he called ‘the kingdom of God’’ the very reason that he came 

among us? Isn’t that why he stays with us in our church 

community? Did he not come among us to change our hearts, to 

rid us of all evil and sin, to redeem and liberate us? Did he not 

come to bring us and everybody else, justice, joy, peace, health 

and wellbeing? Did he not come to bring an end to all hostility, 

wars and terror? Did he not both live and die to set people free 

from hunger, poverty, want and disease? 

  

His kingship, then, is not like that of other kings and rulers. It is not 

about wealth and power. It is not about domination and control. It 

is not about military might, conquests, and national security. It is 

not about palaces, splendour and magnificence. His kingship is 

about truth and honesty. It is about goodness and generosity. It is 

about self-giving and service. It is about justice and love. It is 

about mercy and care. Mercy and care for all people, but 

especially for those who are poor, hurting, broken-hearted, 

neglected or ignored! 

 

Witnessing to the truth is something that Pilate is finding very 

hard to do. He has already found Jesus innocent. If he were to act 

on that truth, he would surely set Jesus free. It seems, then, that 

while he may be sincerely concerned about Jesus’ safety, he is not 
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concerned enough that Jesus is innocent. For he refuses to act on 

that truth when it’s in his power to do so! 

 

What about us? Do you and I really qualify as subjects of his 

kingdom? Do we belong to him or not? Do we call him ‘Our Lord’’, 

and if we do, do we really mean it and live it? Are we really and 

truly his witnesses? 

 

Today our liturgical year is coming to an end. Next Sunday is our 

First Sunday of Advent, and the start of our Year A Cycle of 

Readings. Today, Jesus our King is inviting us to bring this year of 

the Church to an end by choosing him once again as our Lord and 

Saviour, and recommitting ourselves to living his teachings, values, 

and reign over us. With the help of his ‘amazing grace’, are you 

and I ready and willing, then, to renew our commitment to him 

during the rest of our prayer-time together today? Surely we are! 

Surely we will! 

 


