
Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family 

Fr Aidan Kay 

Our brother Aidan, Parish Priest of Blenheim, New Zealand South Island,  is 
lucky to be alive after a lucky escape from a car crash this morning,- as is 
Belinda the driver, as especially are the two tourists in the car behind them. 

Aidan and Belinda were driving towards Nelson for work, when a large 
container lorry came flying around the corner towards them.   They swerved 
and the back of the container connected with their car, throwing it backwards 
into the car following them 

Aidan was thrown forward and banged his 
head, and as he struggled out of the car 
he saw the container truck on top of the 
car behind crushing it.  Belinda, a 
parishioner and his driver was trapped and 
later cut out.  Both are OK. 

Below is the local newspaper address to 
see the damage.  Aidan and Belinda were 
in the black car. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-
mail/news/9522768/Tourists-lucky-to-be-
alive  

 

 

Tess Jennings  - May she rest in peace 

The following is from Fr John Pearce.  Many of us have known Tess, Peter 
and their son Joseph through our work here.  Many more of us know the 
Jennings family from our football days in the Seminary with Peter’s two 
brothers Paul and John MSC. 

It is with sadness that I inform our community of the death of Mrs Tess 
Jennings, loved husband of Peter and mother of Joseph.  

Tess and Peter are known to many of us. They are leaders of one of 
our family groups, and do a lot of support work with the Pilipino 
Community, and work in many areas of Social Justice. 

There will be a viewing at St Brigid's Church Marrickville this Friday 
20th December at 10.30am with Mass to follow at 11am. This will be 
led by her brother-in-law Fr Paul Jennings MSC from Port Moresby 
PNG, assisted by other priests. 
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Christmas Carols in St Brigid’s 

Saturday night began what I 
am sure will become a new 
tradition on the St Brigid’s 
Advent Calendar.  
Community carols were 
celebrated on the circular 
lawn before the Calvary 
Shrine.  The International 
Food Hall was under the 
new school hall, and the St 
Brigid’s Massed Choirs 
performed with other 
performances by the Solo 
Sunday 6.00pm Choir, the 
Church of Christ Family Choir and the massed Arabic choir of Teresa Shina 
and Sr. Lor from the Maronite Holy Family Sisters.  The Mayor of Marrickville 
gave a welcoming address.  Fr John was running around with armfuls of flags, 
Sandra with armfuls of music folders, Pedro with armfuls of sausages and 
Maria with clipboards of to do lists. The members of the Cultural Committee 
know how to put on an evening 

William Kama did a wonderful rendition of “O Holy Night” – usually the  
prerogative of our Daniel Bell.  Danny had better watch out as the Tongan 
younger tenors are beginning to bark at his heels.  (For your information 
though ‘our’ Danny Bell is understudy  of Simon Gleeson, playing Jean 
Valjean in the new upcoming  season of Les Miserables in Melbourne.)   

And the star visitor at the Carols – getting back to them - was not Santa 
Claus, but St Nicholas in cope and mitre with sweets for the kids.  It was a 
terrific evening ending with a breathtakingly noisy fireworks display.  Many 
people put huge efforts into the evening, they deserve huge congratulations 

Philippines Appeal 

Thanks to the generosity of so many of you, we sent US $12,000 to our 
brothers in the Philippines last week. There will be more to go in the New 
Year. I am also aware of contributions from our Parishes to Caritas and the 
Passionist Family Groups also have a significant amount to send shortly.  

 

Continue this last week of Advent waiting,  

Fr Tom 

Provincial Superior  


