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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family, 
 
World Youth Day Madrid 2011 by one who was there - Fr John Auram CP 
 
The preparation for my trip for World Youth Day started about a year ago when Fr 
Joachim Rego, our Provincial, asked me to represent our Province of the Holy 
Spirit at the Young Passionists’ Gathering at Penafiel, and then join with other 
young people in Madrid, for a week-long celebration of catechesis, prayer, 
excursions, sight-seeing, and the highlight - Mass with our Holy Father, Pope 
Benedict. 
 
Through the help of Frs Joachim and Kevin Hennessy I joined the Australian 
Oblate World Youth. They consisted of Mazenod College students from 
Melbourne, plus about four others from Iona College in Brisbane (run by Oblate 
Missionaries), as well as the Oblate Youth of Australia. All in all there were about 
52 of us travelling together. 
 
Being with this Oblate group, we started our pilgrimage from Nice in France 
following the footsteps of St Eugene De Mazenod, the founder of the Oblate 
Missionaries of Mary Immaculate. He was an incredible man and he was ahead of 
his time in mission and ministry. Throughout his ministry in different parts of the 
south of France, he became known, first as ‘the priest for the poor’ and later as the 
‘the bishop for the poor’. 
 
On arrival in Madrid, I left the Oblate group for some days to take part with other 
young Passionists from around the world at our Gathering with the General 
Council at Penafiel, about one and a half hours from the capital. We are in debt to 
our Spanish brothers for going out of their way to make us so welcome and to care 
for our various needs. The three days with the Passionists at Penafiel consisted of 
talks given by three different speakers on three different days, discussions in small 
groups, open forum with the General Curia, and, of course, Masses, and other 
forms of community prayer, always with much joyful singing. 
 
After those three days, we departed for Alcala, where our group joined with other 
Passionist youth at St Gabriel’s College for a week-long celebration. But I had to 
leave them to rejoin my Australian Oblate group. 
 
 
 



Page 2/4 

 

 
 
 
Altogether, my pilgrimage has been a very Spirit-filled experience, an experience 
of a life-time for me. I cherish every single moment of it, and I would like to thank 
you, my brothers of our Holy Spirit Province, for giving me the chance to take part 
in such a wonderful and amazing event. I certainly have received a great deal from 
this beautiful experience. It was simply inspiring to see the thousands and 
thousands of youth braving the heat to take part in organized activities planned for 
each day in the city of Madrid, and to see how passionate they were about 
expressing their faith. Through hearing about their faith-journeys and sharing my 
own faith with many young people I journeyed with, I would like to recommend 
World Youth Day to any of my brother Passionists thinking of going to the next 
World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2013. It is truly an experience and a 
journey that you wouldn’t want to miss, should you get the chance to go. 
 
 
Recently Deceased 
 
• Condolences to Fr Pat and the McIndoe families on the recent death of their 

father, grandfather and great-grandfather: George McIndoe in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Pat was able to come down from PNG to officiate at his father’s funeral 
which was very well attended at St Ignatius Parish, St Helliers where George was 
a well respected and active parishioner. Br John McGeachie and I represented 
the Province at the funeral. 

 
• Mr Frank Stary – a long time parishioner and friend of the Passionists in St 

Joseph’s Parish, Hobart, Tasmania. Frank passed away on 23rd August 2011 at 
the age of 97. Our condolences and prayers are extended to his wife Mary and 
their family. 
 

 
Catholic Church has evolving answer on reality of Adam and Eve 
By James Breig 
Catholic News Service 
 
ALBANY, N.Y. – Adam and Eve recently made an appearance on National Public 
Radio – not as guests, but as the topic of a discussion about their existence.  

“Morning Edition,” a regular NPR series, examined the current debate among 
evangelical Christians over whether the first couple actually lived or are characters 
in a Bible story that makes a point about God and his creatures.  

In simplified form, the fundamentalist view is that Adam was a real person and the 
first human created by God, while science argues that human beings evolved as a 
group. Some Christians hold that they must follow scientific findings and adapt 
their faith’s teachings to that information.  
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Similar debates between science and religion have gone on for a long time, and the 
Catholic Church has worked through those disputes for centuries, according to 
Franciscan Father Michael D. Guinan, professor of Old Testament, Semitic 
languages and biblical spirituality at the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley, 
Calif.  
 
“Since the 1600s,” he said, “the traditional views of Genesis have suffered three 
challenges: Galileo on the movement of the earth around the sun and not vice 
versa; the growth of geology in the 18-19th centuries and discoveries about the 
age of the earth”; and Darwin’s theory of evolution.  

“The church has negotiated these challenges, but not without struggles. Today, no 
reasonable person in or out of the church doubts any of these three,” Father 
Guinan said in an interview with Catholic News Service.  

The controversy – the one over Adam and Eve – involves the competing theories 
of polygenism and monogenism, that is, the question of whether humans 
descended from many progenitors, as science argues, or from one couple, as 
Genesis seems to posit.  

“In the past, the church’s statements regarding original sin have presumed that 
Adam and Eve were historical people,” the priest explained. “The question of 
monogenism and polygenism never occurred to” those writing the documents.  

He said that the most recent statement to mention this debate is Pius XII’s 
“Humani Generis,” a 1950 encyclical. It states: “The faithful cannot embrace that 
opinion which maintains that … Adam represents a certain number of first parents. 
Now it is in no way apparent how such an opinion can be reconciled with that 
which … the documents of the teaching authority of the church propose with 
regard to original sin, which proceeds from a sin actually committed by an 
individual Adam.”  

In the six decades since that document, Father Guinan continued, “the Catholic 
Church has accepted the use of historical-critical tools to understand the 
Scriptures, which are, among other things, historical documents.  

“The 1993 instruction of the Pontifical Biblical Commission on ‘The Interpretation of 
the Bible in the Church’ calls the historical-critical method ‘essential’ and rejects 
explicitly a fundamentalist reading of Scripture.” 
 
When such an approach is applied to the Bible, he said, “Catholic scholars, along 
with mainstream Protestant scholars, see in the primal stories of Genesis not literal 
history but symbolic, metaphoric stories which express basic truths about the 
human condition and humans. The unity of the human race (and all of creation for 
that matter) derives theologically from the fact that all things and people are 
created in Christ and for Christ. Christology is at the center, not biology.”  

He added that “the question of biological origins is a scientific one; and, if science 
shows that there is no evidence of monogenism and there is lots of evidence for 
polygenism, then a Catholic need have no problem accepting that.”  
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When such an approach is followed, he said, Adam and Eve are not seen as 
historical people, but as important figures in stories that contain key lessons about 
the relationships of humans and their Creator.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “the account of the fall in 
Genesis … uses figurative language, but affirms a primeval event, a deed that took 
place at the beginning of the history of man. Revelation gives us the certainty of 
faith that the whole of human history is marked by the original fault freely 
committed by our first parents.”  

In that language, Father Guinan detects a straddling of the issue. “It recognizes 
that Genesis is figurative language,” he pointed out, “but it also wants to hold to 
historicity. Unfortunately, you can’t really have both. The catechism is clearly not 
the place to argue theological discussions, so whoever wrote it decided, as it were, 
to have it both ways.”  

In an article about the first couple, Father Guinan wrote that Catholics who ask, 
“Were there an Adam and Eve?” would be better off asking another question: “Are 
there an Adam and Eve?”  

The answer, he said, “is a definite ‘yes.’ We find them when we look in the mirror. 
We are Adam, and we are Eve. … The man and woman of Genesis … are 
intended to represent an Everyman and Everywoman. They are paradigms, 
figurative equivalents, of human conduct in the face of temptation, not lessons in 
biology or history. The Bible is teaching religion, not science or literalistic history.” 
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